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First: Berkeley, in Gloucestershire, opened in July 1962 

Hinkley and Sizewell 
stations are scrapped 


. MART EAGAN and 
CHARLES ARTHUR . 

; Britain's nuclear powerindos- 
uyfocesexfinetk^ 
dectoqn 

soon^cvt»e-i^at^^Tiudcar 
company; to abandon ptansTo 
build any new gefleratH^pbn^. 

The decision sounded the 
death knell for unclear power 
in Britain. Environmentalists: 
warned that ^btfntuxc for the 
industry “lksin deaning up the 
legacy of radioactive waste 
/^created by its 50-year failed 
•fcxperanent". 

But an iUdependettL expert 
warned that the decision could 
jeopardise safety in the indus- 
try. “hi any industry that is 
shrinking it's hard to keep 
morale high,'’;, said Professor 
Jan Fells of Newcastle Univer- 
sity. “1 worry about retaining 
the culture of safety in those 
circumstances.” - 

The decision will also have a 
dramatic impact on the con- 
struction industry', which had 
looked forward to the creation 
of more than 10,000 jobs last- 
ing up to five years in building 
the two plants that had been 


given planning permission. Dr 
Robert Hawley, BritishEnergy’s 
chief executive, said that the de- 
cision not to go ahead with 
Sizewell C in Suffolk or Hmk- 
ley Cifl Somerset was taken on 
die grounds that th^ would not 
becommeraaBy viable. : 

:He blamed, the excess gen- 
etating capachy in the UK and . 
a cap on prices in the electrio- 
.ity-trading system imposed by 
the . regulator. Professor 
Stephen Uttlechild. 

Brifam ’s first commercial nu- 
clear power plant opened at 
Berkeley, in Gloucestershire, in 
July 1962, a 167 megawatt Mag- 
nox plant which dosed in March 
of 1989. The most recently 
opened, the 1,258 megawatt 
pressurised water reactor 
(PWR) at. Sizewell B, started 
operations in February this year 
and is expected to operate un- 
til 2045. 

Bridget Woodman of the en- 
vironmental group Greenpeace 
welcomed the decision ana said: 
“British Energy has finally ac- 
cepted what everyone else has 
realised for the past six or sev- 
en years. No one in their right 
minds would put money into 
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buHding a new nuclear power 
station when they are so nsky fi- 
nancially and environmentally.” 

However, Dr Hawley said 
that he is convinced that in the 
future there will be a case for 
new nuclear plants as the price 
of gas -now widely used in pow- 
er stations - rises and as peo- 
ple are persuaded they can 
help in the fight against the 
greenhouse effect. 

At present there are 16 nu- 
clear power stations in Britain, 
employing 9.700 people. They 
provide almost 30 per cent of 
Britain’s electricity, supple- 
mented by the effective output 
of two more nuclear power sta- 


tions in France via an undersea 
cable. 

Unions said that the decision 
“has realised the worst fears of 
the trade unions representing 
workers in the nuclear gener- 
ating industry'’. 

Tony Cooper, secretary of the 
Electricity Supply Trade Union 
Council, said that British jobs 
and expertise are now at risk, 
adding: “Throwing in the tow- 
el on a new nuclear buDd even 
before privatisation bas taken 
place clearly signals British En- 
ergy’s intention to concentrate 
on alternative methods of elec- 
tricity generation in Lhe inter- 
ests of short term profit." 


The £3bn Sizewell C station, 
based on the same Pressurised 
Water Reactor technology as the 
recently completed Sizewell B, 
would have taken seven years to 
build and created up to 6,000 
construction jobs in die area. It 
could also have created many 
thousands of jobs throughout 
the country. The new station at 
Hinkley. for which planning 
permission has already been giv- 
en and was expected to 
cost £1.9bn. could have creat- 
ed an estimated 4,000 con- 
struction jobs over a six-year 
period. 

One City analyst said that the 
decision to abandon new nu- 
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clear build could reduce the 
Government's revenues from 
the privatisation, which is at pre- 
sent expected lo raise between 
£2.5bn and £3bn. 

Dr Hawley rejected specula- 
tion that the company now 
plans to diversify- into gas. say- 
ing that over-capacity in the gen- 
erating market and the low 
prices in the market makes any 
new plants unviablc aL present. 
Bui he said that British Ener- 
gy is becoming a supplier of 
electricity to the end-user and j 
is “thinking about” the possi- 
bility of buying a regional 
electricity firm. 

Analysis, page 2 


DONALD MACINTYRE 

Political Editor 

A radical overhaul of Prime 
Minister's Question Time and 
the first-ever introduction of di- 
rectly elected city mayors are at 
the centre of a sweeping new 
agenda for pulitical reform 
which Tony Blair, the Labour 
leader, is intending to unveil be- 
tween now and the general 
election. 

Mr Blair revealed in an in- 
terview with the Independent 
that he favours replacing the 
twice-weekly Commons Ques- 
tion Time - including the “ab- 
surd" ritual under which 
questions are pul - as part of a 
big shake-up of “antiquated 
and out-of-touch" parliamen- 
tary procedures. 

And he disch *ed that he was 
strongly warming to the idea that 
Labour should bring in power- 
ful, directly elected mayors for 
big cities - including London - 
in a move tu restore public in- 
terest in town hall politics and 
act as a ' modem symbol of 
local government." 

Mr Blair said that he had al- 
ready written to the Commons 
Select Committee on proce- 
dure proposing the introduction 
of a half-hourlong once-a-week 
new-style Prime Minister’s 
Question time. Mr Blair believes 
that TVs attention to the “per- 
sonally abusive exchanges " on 
Tuesday ir.v! T!u ,p s.1:*\ a key 
factor tii bringing Westminster 
politics into public disrepute. 

He said: “There needs to be 
an acceptance that questions 
should genuinely hold ministers 
to account and elicit informa- 
tion." Mr Blair envisages run- 
ning the new half-hour session 
- possibly on Wednesdays - for 
a trial period which if success- 
ful would lead to an end to the 
present Tuesday and Thursday 
15-minute sessions. 

The Labour leader, who said 
that he was “worried about the 
calibre of people going into pol- 
itics at every level" said of 
Labour's proposal to follow 


Branson bribes storm grows 


REBECCA FOWLER 

Peter Davi^ the head of the 
National Lolteiy watchdog, 
threatenediegafaciionraEiinsi 
Richard Branson yesterday in 
die growing row owewBegafiohs 
of an attempted bribe; ta the 
bidding for the totexj. .. . 

The dispute erupted aftafMr 
Branson alleged in a Ptmomma 
programme last night that' the. 
boss of a US company t#tih,a 
stake in the National Lottery 
operator. Cameled, offered Kim 
a bribe to pull out of the race 
.to run the tottery. He said he 
bad told ^r Davis aboutthe 


IN BRIEF 


Pearson Stiaka-up 

Pearson, the media conglom- 
-ersHr, is expected to announce 
a -radical boardroom shake-up 
ritai canid be a prelude to mak- 
ing TV mogul Greg Dyke, its 
executive. Page 26 


Oflot, denied he was told of the 
alleged meeting in September 
1993 between Mr Branson, 
chairman of the Virgin group, 
and Guy Snowden, chairman of 
GTech, the American Lottery 
equipment company that has a 
225 per cent stake in CameloL 

Mr Branson claims he was 
.offered the inducement to with- 
-■ draw from the bidding process 
. . after it was revealed his own bid 
.. would be non-profit-making. 

Ofiot issued a statement yes- 
-terday, before last night's 
Panorama broadcast, saying: 
“Mr Branson’s statement is un- 
_• true; any suggestion Mr Bran- 
soil mentioned the allegation to 
Mr Davis, and he ignored at ch 


an allegation of impropriety, im- 
pugns the integrity of the di- 
rect or-generaL" Ofiot said. 
“Acroramgly Ofiot is consulting 
legal advisors." GTech is also 
considering legal action. 

Mr Snowden has sent a let- 
ter to Mr Davis demanding an 
emergency enquiry. 

But a spokesman for Mr 
Branson said he would welcome 
a legal challenge. He said Mr 
Branson was considering legal 
action against GTech for sug- 
gesting he was lying: “This 
meeting was the main thing that 
tipped Richard's decision to 
put together a charitable con- 
sortium for the bid; he felt so 
strongly about iL 


“We would welcome a legal 
action from GTech. and we 
would look forward to taking 
them to court." 

The allegations have been de- 
nied by Camelot, which is mak- 
ing profits of £1 m a week from 
the National Lottery. 

Mr Davis repeated his denial 
of knowledge about the allega- 
tions yesterday to the Public 
Accounts Committee, a Gov- 
ernment body, at a meeting at 
the House of Commons. 

Rmorama also said last night 
GTech is the subject of FBI in- 
vestigations conce ruing alleged 
bribes paid to officials in Cali- 
fornia. Kentucky and New Jer- i 
sev with state lottery contracts. 1 


New jail sentences 
for knife offences 


Offenders caught carrying 
knives will face three month jail 
sentences and larger fines, un- 
der tougher sentences revealed 
in a confidential Home Office 
letter obtained by the Indepen- 
dent, writes Jason Bennetto. 

The stiffer penalties arc ex- 
pected to be included in a 
forthcoming While Paper on 
sentencing and come after the 
murder of headmaster Philip 
Lawrence, who was stabbed to 
dealh outside his school in 
London. 

Michael Howard, the Home 
Secretary, wants to increase 
the current law on carrying “an 
article with a blade or point in 


a public place." which curries a 
maximum fine of £1.0UM. 

Linder the proposals, which 
have the backing of police 
chiefs, prison sentence^ of up to 
three month and maximum 
fines of £2.400 are to be intro- 
duced for knife carrying 
offences. 

Pupils returned to St 
George's school, in Maida Vale, 
north-west London yesterday 
for the first day since the fatal 
slabbing on Friday. Cardinal 
Ba_sil Hume conducted mass at 
the Roman Catholic school and 
counselors helped children 
cope with their grief. 

Stiffer penalties, page 4 


How I surfed my way into holy orders 
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A British jountaiist who exposed ■ 
_the-dectrod«iOT ofAiaarclk: 
mmfcp whales is likely to lose a 
fMOJWDcoaitcase. ! P»ge7 

Better fay degrees - 

Graduates are challenging the 
workaholic lifestyle of their 
predecessors as their job 
prospects improve. EageS 


THE REV ANDREW BROWN 

Religious Affairs .. . 
Correspdndait 

The Universal -Life Church of 
Modesto, California, is an un- 
demanding religion; It will. or-. 
Ham “anyone that asks, without 
question of faith, for life, and 
without fee.** It will even do so 
over the Internet, which is hew 
I found myself yesterday after- 
noeffl legally licensed ta conduct 
baptisms, funerals and wed- 
dings in the stale of California. 

TTie secret to the Church’s 
growth - it claims 14 million 
minist ers around lhe world - is 


not just the cheapness and ease 
of its licensing process: it took 
me five minutes from first di- 
alling into the Internet to the 
moment when my certificate of 
ordination whispered out of a 
laser printer. There is also a 
gratifying doctrinal laxity. "In- 
dividual Christians and other 
believers must be free lo prac- 
tise their faith in whatever man- 
ner they, believe necessary, 
commensurate with their not vi- 
olating the same freedom of 
others" according to the state- 
ment of my new Internet beliefs. 

The Universal life Church, 
claims to have members of 


every religion in its ranks. The 
mother church building, in 
Modesto, only seats 200. But 
this hardly matters when they 
have the whole of the World 
Wiife Web lo run around. A full- 
time staff of six laU ordained) 
can thus ignore the bitterly 
contested market of spiritual 
seekers who are looking for 
someone to follow. Instead, 
the Universal Life Church can 
exploit the longing in all of us 
to be spiritual leaders. 

All this is not entirely ideal- 
istic. Minis ters of religion are af- 
forded respect "m the US and the 
perks can be worth having. 


One Roman Catholic diocese 
has run a campaign to recruit 
priests on the slogan “Eat free 
in Ttalian restaurants for life”. 

My ordination material ex- 
plained that “Ministers are en- 
titled to many discounts from 
retail agencies and various oth- 
er trade entities and services. 
Among these are discounts on 
buses.*” trains, air travel, de- 
partment store discounts, food 
discounts, retail and restaurant 
chains." Perhaps most useful are 
discounts at amusement parks. 
“The minister may obtain dis- 
counts on his own. remem- 
ber, ask and they may grant iL" 


There arc also tax conces- 
sions. You don't need to be on 
the net to obtain these de- 
lights. US reader 1 * may call a 
toll-free number, or even use 
the post. If I send the mother 
church $35 l can register my 
own congregation and start or- 
daining everyone in the news- 
room without internet access. 
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European and US practice by 
introducing city mayors that it 
could play a vital rote in what 
he wanted to see as a full-scale 
“revival of local government." 

He acknowledged that a pro- 
posal for directly elected may- 
ors would meet opposition front 
some Labour councillors and in- 
sisted that no final decisions had 
been made. But he added: “The 
party is discussing the propos- 
al and 1 don't want to shut that 
discussion down. Bui 1 think we 
need lo have a modem symbol 
of local govemmenL" 

He declared: “My commit- 
ment iq changing politics to a 
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Blair: Wants new culture 

new and different politics is to- 
tal. i want to change the polit- 
ical culture of Britain. It i*. 
old-fashioned and out of date.'* 

Mr Blair said that his pro- 
posed shake-up 0: Conurua- 
Question Time was part oi .. 
wider range of changes to Par- 
liamentary procedures which in- 
cluded tfie way in which bills 
passed through the Commons. 
He said he wanted to see many 
more special standing commit- 
tees of the kind he abortively 
suggested 10 John Major should 
consider the present Asylum 
and Immigration Biit. 

Mr Blair also gave a him that 
he might not insist on all Cab- 
inet ministers voting the same 
way in the referendum on elec- 
toral reform he has promised 
for the next Parliament 

Full interview, page 19 
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Indians kill leader of kidnap group 


TIM MCGIRK 

New Delhi 

In a possible breakthrough in 
the Kashmiri hostage saga, the 
Indian army has killed the hard- 
line leader of the rebel group 
that has been holding two 
Britons, a German and an 
American hostage for more 
than five months. 

In a communique issued yes- 
terday in Srinagar, capital of the 
disputed stale of Kashmir, the 
rebel group al-Faran acknowl- 
edged that Abdul Hamid al-lbr- 
ti its commander-in-chief, died 
on Monday week in a gun bat- 
tle with Indian troops. Official 


sources described al-TUrki as 
“hardcore” and “the least flex- 
ible" of the al-Faran guerrilla 
commanders. 

Al-Faran said that after the 
shoot-out, the army had “ar- 
rested” three of die Western 
hostages while the fourth had 
“gone missing”. This was cate- 
gorically denied by the Indian 
government spokesman. Ram 
Mohan Rao. “It’s absolutely 
false. The hostages were 
nowhere near the operation 
carried out by the army,” he 
said. Western diplomats had 
earlier secured a promise from 
the Indian security forces to 
avoid rescue operations which 


might endanger the captives' 
lives. Tins promise is s till in 
force, government officials said. 

The rebel claim that they bad 
“lost" the hostages to the Indi- 
ans — and the Indian denials — 
led to fears that they might have 
been harmed in retaliation for 
al-TUrki’s death. But police of- 
ficials say the four fair-skinned 
hostages, disguised in Kash- 
miri robes, were spotted by vil- 
lagers on Sunday not far from 
Anantnag, a town in southern 
Kashmir, several days after the 
firefight in which ai-Turti died. 

The hostages were said to be 
In good shape but guarded by 
at least 16 gunmen. A month 


ago, al-Faran abducted a doc- 
tor to care for the Iout, one of 
whom was said to be suffering 
from severe frostbite after be- 
ing forced to march through 
blizzards. 

The death of aWUrid is a hard 
blow to the Kashmir rebels, of- 
ficial sources said in New 
Delhi. Three other rebels, 
wounded and captured in the 
same battle, told army inters 
rogatore that the surviving kid- 
nappers were tired and anxious. 
Now they have no commander. 

“The militants said there was 
a possibility that the abductors 
might either abandon the 
hostages or hand them over to 


another militant group who 
■would release them,” an official 
said. India accuses Pakistan of 
covertly aiding al-Faran and 
other Kashmiri rebel factious. 

Indian officials said that on 
4 December the al-Faran chief 
surf seven of his men had left 
the hostages under guard sev- 
eral Win metres away, near an 
abandoned tourist resort at 
Kokarnag, to come down the 
mountains, either for supplies 
or to link up with other rebels, 
when they were ambushed by an 
army patrol. “The hostages 
were nowhere near,” Mr Rao 
insisted 

Al-Riran’s claims yesterday 


That at least three of the West- 
eraere were being secretly held 

in custody by the Indian army 

has left many observers baffled 

“We don’t know if there’s any- 
thing substantive that has hap- 
pened after tbe death of al-Tuzti 
or whether it’s just both sides - 
the Tertians and al-Faran - 
jostling for position,” one ob- 
server said. 

Inexplicably, al-Faran re- 
leased a second contradictory 
communique yesterday in which 
it renewed its death threat 
against the hostages. The group 
is demanding that India free 15 
jailed Kashmiri mili tants in ex- 
change for wo Britons, Paul 


Wells and Keith Marian, along 
with American Donald Hutch- 
ings and German Dirk Hasert. 

Thefour were trekking in the 
Himalayas last summer when 
they were kidnapped by al- 
Faran, one of many armed 
Muslim separatist groups lead- 
ing ah uprising against Indian 
rule in- the Himalayan state. 
More than 20,000 people have 
been killed since the revolt 

flared six years ago. 

“The kidnappers are trying 
one last attempt to get their men 
freed,” an Indian official said, 
“but we think it’s encouragmg 
that tbe aMftran are deariv hy- 
ing to keep the hostages ajive." 


Tory resignation: Fiftieth member to quit is critical of Government’s foreign policy 


Tories ‘off the 
rails’ says 
quitting MP 


PATRICIA WYNN DAVIES 
Political Correspondent 

David Howell, the fiftieth Tbiy 
to announce his intention of 
quitting at the next general 
election, yesterday accused the 
Government of going “off the 
rails” over foreign policy and 
becoming “obsessive" about 
Europe. 

Mr Howell, a senior Tory and 
chairman of the party's One Na- 
tion group of centre-ground 
MPs, declared that Britain was 
“too busy running after the 
French and Germans, and be- 
ing terrified they are going to 
pull some trick and we are go- 
ing to be left behind". 

Mr Howell’s criticism came 
24 hours after the fervently 
pro-European former prime 
minister. Sir Edward Heath, 
pledged to support a future 
Labour government in Com- 
mons votes if it was “doing the 
right thing” on Europe. 

The the 59-year-old MP for 
Guildford since 1966, a former 
Cabinet minis ter and current 
chairman of the Commons For- 
eign. Affairs Select Commit 
tee v yesterday insisted bis 
decision to quit was not tooth- ' 
er chapter in the trend of disil- 
lusionment felt by most 
departing Ibries. 

“The short answer to why I 
am standing down is that I 
have done it for 30 years. It is 
time I went to new pastures and 
give my constituents a chance 
to have a new MP,” he said. 

The departure of one of the 
Conservative Party’s most trust- 
ed elder voices will none the less 
fuel Mr Major's anxieties over 
the scale of the planned exodus 
of senior Tories. For this stage 
of a parliament, an unprece- 
dented number of MPs have 
said they will not stand again. 

One minister admitted yes- 
terday that there were worries 
that it was not only MPs in their 
seventies and sixties who were 
bailing out, hut younger mem- 


bers in Mr Howell's league. Mr 
Howell insisted that there was 
a stock of able candidates com- 
ing in. 

He also disagreed with tbe 
suggestion by some outgoing 
colleagues that the House of 
Commons had been devalued 
by the culture of the media 
soundbite. “I think the Com- 
mons is more interesting than 
30 years ago,” be said. 

The MP is not among those 
unhappy about the tightened 
Nolan rules on outside interests, 
which could see some MPs* 
outside earnings evaporate. 
“The only lobbying I have ever 
done is on behalf of my con- 
stituents," Mr Howdl said. 

“The fact is that I spent 14 
years as a minister, followed by 
10 years as a committee chair- 
man. I was not the kind of for- 
mer Cabinet minister who 
jumped out out into some job. 
I did provide some aftercare." 

Would he have continued to 
serve for another parliament if 
a dramatic change in the polls 
had suggested the Ibries could 
win another election? “I don’t 
thiqfcso." he said. 

Mr Howell, a pro- European 


conceded that some power had 
been lost to Brussels, but 
insisted there were signs that 
some of it was coming back. 

He warned on BBC Radio 4’s 
The Worid at One, however, that 
the Government had become 
too “Euro-obsessed”. Europe 
had become such a dominant 
issue that Britain had taken its 
eye off the ball, he said. 

Four-fifths of Britain’s com- 
mercial and financial interests 
lay outside western Europe 
with vast income coining in 
from overseas assets and fi- 
nancial services, he said. “I 
have felt in recent years that for- 
eign policy was coming a bit off 
the rails, and we seem to have 
lost confidence, or an ability, to 
count our own enormous 
strengths and deploy them.” 



An industry put 
on the spot 
by privatisation 


Workers in the nudear indus- 
try could justifiably fieeJ that yes- 
terday’s announcement, that 
no more nudear power plants 
will be built for tbe foreseeable 
future, amounts to a giant slap 
in the After all, it was tbe 

nation’s nudear power stations 
which helped keep the lights on 
daring the coal strike of 1984 
when, to Margaret Thatcher’s 
delight, a 20th-century fnel 
compensated for the lack of one 
from the 19th. 

Yet yesterday’s decision 
could propel Britain backwards, 
and have a profound effect on 
the economy in the 21st centu- 
ry. The country will have to rely 
on imported gas and oil, while 
jobs that would have been cre- 
ated by building power plants 
will never materialise; Expertise 
in the nudear industry will be 
lost to other countries. And a 
greater reliance on fossil fuels 
win create problems in meeting 
international obligations to re- 
duce emissions of carbon diox- 
ide, which causes . global 
wanning. 

Nuclear power presently pro- 
vides 28 .8 per cent of the co un- 
try’s electricity. It is generated 
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fluctuated from hour to hour, 


Farewell to arms: David Howell, MP for Guildford, who is to quit at the next election 


Mawhinney is left to face the fire 


COUN BROWN 

Chief Political Correspondent 

The Deputy Prime Minister, 
Michael Hcseltine. yesterday 
left Brian Mawhinney, (he Con- 
servative Party chairman, to 
face the fire over the leaking of 
the contents of a draft speech 
by Lord Mackay of Clasnfem. 
the Lord Chancellor. 

Mr Hescltinc told MPs Mr 
Mawhinney could answer the 
criticism, as Labour stepped up 
its demands for an inquiry into 
allegations of dvii servants be- 
ing used by the Tory party. 

Sources close to Mr Hescltinc 
said he was determined to go on 
to the offensive against Labour, 
to avoid becoming bo gg ed down 
in the briefing last week by a 
member of Mr Mawhinncy's 
sialT which opened the Tory 
party chairman to attack. 

“A mistake was made, there 
is no getting away from that, but 
he made it dear that he was not 
going to dwell on it. The aim is 



On offensive: Michael Heseftme and Brian Mawhinney 


to shake Labour up, and ruffle 
their feathers,” said one minis- 
terial source. “We are not go- 
ing to give up now, just because 
it has got a bit rough.” 

Mr Hescltinc chaired the 
Cabinet committee coordinat- 
ing the Government's publicity 
and promotion at Downing 


Street, but the Tories’ attempt 
to counter the appeal of Tony 
Blair increased the tensions in 
the Government. 

Responcfisg to Labour taunts 
in the Commons about the use 
of civil servants. Mr Heseltine 
warned that Mr Blair would 
politicise the position of the 


Prime Minister's press secretary 
by appointing a party political 
“spin doctor”, AJastair Camp- 
bell to the post, if Labour won 
power. 

Labour sources confirmed 
Mr Campbell, a former jour- 
nalist and Labour supporter, 
was in line for the post, if 
Labour won the next general 
election. He will be seconded 
into the post as a civil servant 
But the row threatened to em- 
broil the Prime Minister's press 
secretary, Christopher Meyer. 

Mr Meyer, a career diplomat 
privately made it clear that he 
had no intention of breaking the 
axle of keeping out of party po- 
litical propaganda which he 
adopted on taking up the post. 
But the difficulty of his neutral 
position was underlined by Mr 
Hesel tine's remarks. Most min- 
isters, induding the Prime Min- 
ister, have special advisers from 
the party network, on short 
contracts as civil servants. 

Labour sources privately ad- 


mitted that there would be a 
dear advantage in appointing a 
party supporter to tne Number 
10 role, because it would allow 
party presentation to be mixed 
with official briefings on Gov- 
ernment business to the press. 

Mr Meyer has drawn a clear 
tine between presenting the 
Government’s case in the best 
light, and refusing to engage in 
party political propaganda. He 
has had John Major’s absolute 
support in maintaining his in- 
tegrity as a civil servant. 

But as the fight between the 
two parties gets more dirty, 
Mr Meyer’s position could be- 
come more uncomfortable. 

Senior Conservative Party 
sources said last night tbere were 
“no plans” to change the role of 
the Number 10 press office. 
“Labour is accusing us of using 

dvii servants, which we deny. We 
are pointing out that Labour 
would politicise the Prune Min- 
ister’s office. We have no in- 
tention of doing that.” 



one' 

undersea cable from France. 

Hopes for nuclear power 
“too cheap to meter”, as 
promised by newspaper head- 
tines of the 1950s, fell when the 
true costs of building and then 
decommissioning the plants’ 
radioactive shells became dear. 
Even so, within the public sec- 
tor, it could justify its existence 
as a reliable, indigenous source 
of power. 

But the industry was effec- 
tively doomed by the privatisa- 
tion of the electridty industry 
in the 1980s. The idea of split- 
ting the industry into “genera- 
tors" (in the form of Powergen 
and National Rawer) and “buy- 
ers” fin the form of the National 
Grid), trading in a “spot mar- 
ket” where the price of power 


lessfy in their wake. While 
price of gas and ofl falls and ris- 
es as new reserves are found, or 
trading embargos imposed, mi- 
dear power stations run for 40 
using fuel whose cost 


But in a commercial spot 
market for energy, nobody gives 
40-year contracts. 

Yesterday Dr Robert Hawky, 
British Energ/s chief executive, 
said: “At present the future of. 
UK energy prices is insuffi- 
ciently certain fix - British Energy 
to invest in new nuclear or in- 
deed in any other form of new 
generation in the short term." 

“What sort of people will be 
attracted to tbe industry now?' 
asks Professor Ian Fells, an en- 
ergy expert from the Universi- 
ty of Newcastle. 'AIL the bright 
young people are going to go 
into something else. 

The' government should 
look at the Parific Rim countries 
like Japan andXarea- ThejLi 
investing ^^Sw^tf^termf in- 
vesting in dsofefrenezgy. They 
take the loag^SM^ew.’^. 
Tbny 

Council, oiled the decision 
“throwing in tbe towel” and pre- 
dicted that it will prove to be 
“disastrous” for the country’s 
long-term energy needs. 

Toe environmental group 
Greenpeace welcomed the de- 
cision and claimed - almost cer- 
tainly correctly - that it 
signalled the end of the nudear 
industry. 

The problem for Greenpeace 
and other environmental 
groups may early in the next 
century as prices of gas and oil 
imported from Norway and 
Russia is hiked. Then it will be 
the time for some hard think- 
ing. Yesterday that did not 
seem to be in evidence. 

Charles Arthur 


Garda memo lands 
reporter in court 


A Dublin journalist who un- 
covered a confidential garda 
memo showing detectives knew 
in advance of plans to cany out 
Ireland’s biggest ever robbery 
last January yesterday appeared 
before Dublin District Court 
charged with breaching .Ire- 
land’s Official Secrets Act 

Liz Allen, a freelance crime 
reporter, wrote two reports in 
the Irish Independent last 
January whichjevealed a memo 
had been sent to garda stations 
alerting officers to named sus- 
pects in an anticipated aimed 
raid on a cash-in-transit target. 

The memo was sent several 
days before the robbery at the 
Brinks- Allied depot in Ckm- 
sbaugh, north Dublin. 

Judge David Riordan, pre- 
siding. heard Garda witnesses 
testify that nine copies cf tire in- 
telligence report were sent on 
22 January to stations in tbe 
Dublin north central division. 


m tire newspaper on 27 Janu- 
ary under the front page head- 
fine “£3m robbery fiasco: gardai 
were alerted.” 

After a garda investigation 
only seven of the copies were 
later recovered from local sta- 
tions. Gardai visited the news- 
paper on two occasions in the 

lmTnariiatft aftermath hiif failed 

to recover the document 
Mr Kevin Haugh, SC, pros- 
ecuting, said the memo was 
dearfy covered under the terms 
of the Act because it contained 
“criminal Intelligence of a secret 
and confidential sort”. 

Tbe publishers, Independent 
Newspapers, who are also de- 
fendents, could not have hart Je- 


sse the company -was not 
a public body. The hearing was 
adjourned until Friday, when a 
number if Irish TD’s (MPS) will 
be called to give evidence. 



lodges to rule on 
rail sell-off 

Three Appeal Court judges 
could stop tbe progress of pas- 
senger rail privatisation today 
when they . rule On a case 
brought tty the. Save Our Rail- 
ways campaign which could 
force the Government to start 
the whale process again. 

But if the campaigners, who 
allege that proposed cutsfo ser- 
vice were unlawful, fail, Roger 
Salmon, the franchising direc- 
tor will announce later today 
that Stagecoach, Britain’s 
biggest bus company, has won 
one of the first two franchises 
to be let, South TMest Tiains, and 
also that London, Tilbury and 
Southend, has gone to a man- 
agement buy-out team. 

Guppy rearrested 

Darius Chippy, freed on bail last 

Thursday, was rearrcslcd after 

a High Court judge in London 
revoked his baa. Guppy, 30, who 
served five years for a bogus 
gems robbery, will remain in 
- custody pending a 19 Decem- 
ber hearing of his appeal ajjainst 
an extra three years in jail for 
failing to pay compensation to 
Lloyd’s insurers. 

Blow to galleries 

Timothy CSffonVdirector of the 
National Galleries of Scotland, 
bundled a stinging attack on a 
“scandalous” cut by the Scottish 
Office to the gafienes' grant for 
next year. The 1996-7 grant is 
to be £660,000, as opposed to 
the 1995-6 figure of £1,318£«V 
which was a cut from the pre- 
vious year's grant of £l.&n. Mr ' 
Clifford, who helped bring 
Canova’s Three Graces to Scot- 
land. said: “We were a nation- 
al gallery in a capital city fait 
now our budget is not evto. in 
the range of a provincial dty.” 

Brent Spar report ~ 

Shell’s redundant Brent Spar bir 
platform contained no signifi- 
cant quantities of Untie, fcjhgi. 
lasting PCB chemicals, 
according to a fresh report 
from the international safety 
body, Det Norske Veritas. An 
earlier DNV report saidthere 
could be up to 8kg on board in 
dozens of light fittings* 

IRA extradition. ; ; 

A Dublin court. ordered the ex- 
tradition to Britain of Nassau 
Quinlivah and Pearse Mo- 
Canley, IRA escapers from 
Brixton prison in south London. 

Nortbenrlrelai^Wh^ftapd 
--**•**■ *•* thdySftL: escape 



mouth after completing jail 
terms for firearms offences. 
Lawyers for the two men said 
they would be appealing in the 
Irish High Court. 

Prince’s car sold 

The Prince of Wales’s 1987 As- 
ton Martin Vantage -Volant 
sports car was sold by Christie’s 
for £111.500 to a private British 
collector at an auction at the 
RAF Museum in Hendon, 
north London. The money will 
go to the Prince’s Charity Trust. 
The teddy bear that accompa- 
nied former speed champion 
Donald Campbell on his suc- 
cessful world record-breaking 
attempts on land and water 
failed to meet its estimate. 

Tory MP’s trial set 

Former Tory minister Sir 
Nicholas Scott pleaded not 
guilty in his absence to driving 
with excess alcohol, failing to 
stop after an accident and dri- 
ving without due care and at- 
tention during a bearing before 
magistrates in London. The tri- 
al date was set for 26 Januaiy. 
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A schoolgirl who died after be» 
mg stabbed by a masked m an 
. who. burst into her classroom 
during a maths lesson was a vic- 
' tin of the intruder's dark alter 
ego,.. Leeds- Crown Court -was 
toldyesierday. • 

‘ Iraki Conroy, aged 12; and' 
twpdassmateswere stabbedre- 
: peatedly after Stephen WiUdn- 
son launched his attack at Hall 
Garth- school, Middlesbro ugh, 
in March last year. 

Wilkinson ordered teacher 
Graham Nellist out at gun- 
point, barricaded the door and 
ordered the children to kneel 


with their eyes dosed. He then 

plunged a knife into Nikki and 
attacked Michelle Reeve. 13, 
and Emma Winter, 12. 

Nikki, of Ridley Avenue, 
Middlesbrough, died almost in- 
stantly but Michelle and F.nmna 
were not seriously wounded. 

David Robson, for the pros- ' 
ecution, said Wilkinson claimed 
“the person that was actually do- 
ing it was not SJ Wilkinson but 
the dark side of his own nature, 
who he has always described as 
Wilson Jinks". Wilson Jinks is 
an anagram of S J Wilkinson. 

Wilkinson's violent outburst 


came to an end when the 
deputy head, Chris Bielby, and 
a teacher, Dave Eland, burst in 
and overpowered him. bolding 
him down until police arrived. 

"Wilkinson, 30, of Caversham 
Road, Middlesbrough, denies 
murder but admits manslaugh- 
ter on the grounds of dimin- 
ished responsibility. He also 
admits die attempted murder of 
Michelle and Emma. 

Mr Robson said Wilkinson 
told police he could recollect 
no thing about the attack. But he 
later had flashbacks and told 
psychiatrists he had been 


“watching himself doing it". 

The jury was told in a state- 
ment from Emma that just be- 
fore the stabbing she heard 
Wilkinson say: “You are going 
to pay for what you have done 
to me." She closed her eyes and 
fell what she thought were 
punches. In fact, she was being 
stabbed. 

The rest of the school was 
alerted when Mr Nellist. after 
being forced out of the class, 
shouted: “There’s a nutter up- 
stairs with a gun and he’s got the 
kids." The teachers thought 
they would be putting the chil- 


dren’s lives at risk if they 
charged into the classroom, 
but they were forced to act when 
Wilkinson launched his attack. 
Mr Eland and Mr Bielby hurst 
through the door and grap- 
pled with Wilkinson before dis- 
arming him and pinning him 
down. The gun was later found 
to be a replica. 

Mr Eland said that as he was 
being held. Wilkinson mut- 
tered: “Give me the knife and 
let me finish it." Mr Eland 
added: “1 presumed this was his 
way of saying he wanted to com- 
mit suicide.” The court was 


told that, as well as two knives 
and the replica gun used in the 
attack, another knife and a 
small axe were found in a 

holdall Wilkinson had with him. 

The jury was warned to con- 
sider Lite "deeply sad tale"' in a 
“cool, calm and detached way". 

Referring to the stabbing of 
London headmaster Philip 
Lawrence. Mr Robson added: 
“In the light of the dreadful 
events over the weekend, there 
is a danger of emotion taking 
over. That you must not do." 

An insight into the thoughts 
in Wilkinson's mind before the 


attack came from a six-page 
document found in his holdall. 
In what he described as 
‘Thoughl&'Confessions" dated 
January- 1994. two months be- 
fore he stormed into the class- 
room, he referred chillingly to 
the effect his Wilson Jinks al- 
ter-ego was having on him. 

He wrote “Wilson Jinks 
wants to destroy me. If I let him 
gain ascendance, he will also 
slaughter the lambs.” 

Earlier he stated: "This con- 
fession may read like that of a 
lunatic but I cut assure you that 
I am quite sane, in truth I wish 



only to convey to the world my 
absolute hatred of it. In doing 
so ] shall steal the lives of soci- 
ety's weakest members: those 
most vulnerable and those most 
treasured." 

The trial continues todav. 



, death, Pollyanna Peate and the secret 
passion of the Frodsham silver band 




End of the affair: Brian PhOKps (back row, far left) and Polyanna Peate (front row, fourth from right) with the Frodsham Silver Sand. Ms Peate (pictured right) with her husband, denies manslaughter 


PETER VICTOR 

An elderly village band trom- 
bonist was killed by his young 
lover and fellow band member 
during a final night of passion 
at the end of a len-year affair, 
a court heard yesterday. 

Brian Phillips, a 62-year-old 
grandfather, had a heart attack 
after mother-of-two Po Deanna 
Peate, 34, punched him at least 
four times when he tried to end 
a relationship that was “an 


open secret" to their colleagues 
m the band. But, Chester 
Crown Court was told. Ms 
Peate had claimed Mr Phillips 
died while making love. 

Police found Mr Phillips 
dead in his car in Hares Lane, 
on the marshes near Frodsham. 
Cheshire, early on 16 Novem- 
ber 1994. Mr Meiyyn Hughes, 
prosecuting, said the dead man 
had bead injuries consistent 
with being hit “wife moderate 
force” by a fist. 


Mr Phillips had been at a re- 
hearsal of fee Frodsham Silver 
Band and had left with fellow 
musician Mrs Peate, then aged 
33, at 930pm. “To fee members 
of fee band and possibly others, 
their relationship was an open 
secret," said Mr Hughes. 
“Members of the band were 
well aware, it seems, feat despite 
a difference of something like 
30 years in their ages, Mr 
Phillips and Mrs Peate were 
conducting an affair together. 


“Nor was it a passing rela- 
tionship. They had been haring 
fee affair for something in the 
region of 10 years. Although 
those in fee band knew of it they 
had both successfully concealed 
the fact from their respective 
partners, who knew nothing of 
their relationship." 

Mr Hughes said Ms Peate 
gave the police a detailed ac- 
count of their movements that 
Tuesday evening, making no se- 
cret of fee affair, but claiming 


their relationship had been pla- 
tonic for the last five years. She 
said they had sat for an hour 
talking together and Phillips h3d 
then driven her home. 

Police arrested her on suspi- 
cion of manslaughter. When in- 
terviewed by detectives, she 
began 10 change her story, 
eventually admitting they had 
regularly been having sex near 
the spot where the car was 
found. 

"That night they had both got 


in the back of the car together. 
She said that during the act of 
sexual intercourse he had sim- 
ply collapsed and died. She 
had tried to revive him but. hav- 
ing failed to do so, she dressed 
him and walked the mile or so 
back to Frodsham where she 
caught a taxi home.” 

Ms Peate had claimed they 
had discussed what to do if he 
ever collapsed in such circum- 
stances and had agreed that she 
should leave the scene 10 spare 


Mrs Phillips's embarrassment. 

But Mr Hughes said nothing 
in her explanation could ac- 
count for the injuries Mr 
Phillips had received. There 
was evidence that he had been 
thinking of ending their rela- 
tionship and during her inter- 
view Peate herself said Phillips 
had told him they were having 
sex “for the last lime". 

"It looks very much as if he 
had chosen this fateful night 
to tell her that their relationship 


Photograph: Andrew Price 


* as over." said Mr Hughes. He 
said Mr Phillips, a blacksmith 
at V.mxhall's Ellesmere Port car 
plant, had suffered a serious 
heart attack in 1972. It was not 
the prosecution case that she in- 
tended to kill him but that in 
law. if you assault and injure 
someone particularly suscepti- 
ble to serious injury, you can- 
not escape responsibility. 

Ms Peate. of Runcorn. 
Cheshire, denies manslaugh- 
ter. The ease continues todav. 


Snack firm ‘sacked accountant 
after learning she had cancer’ 


An accountant was sacked af- 
ter she was diagnosed as having 
cancer while pregnant* .an in- 
dustrial tribunal was toW today. 

Carole Coe, 30, had to un- 
dergo painful chemotherapy' 
treatment, and a hysterectomy, 
after giving birth to her daugh- 
ter Sarah last year. She 10 W her 
employers at a snack-food firm 
that she would be able to return . 
to work in May 1995. I ns tead, 
she was dismissed, fee Man-. 
Chester hearing was told. 

Miss Coe, of Hyde, Greater 
Manchester, is claiming sex 
crimination against the Leeds- 
based Tee-Gee Snacks, which 
employs 200 people at two 


factories. She is claiming more 
than £180.000 compensation - 
five years’ salary plus more 
than £80,000 in life assurance 
benefits which she has lost. 

On 6 April 1994 her doctor 
told her she was pregnant. The 

baby was due in December, and 
Miss Coe handed a pregnancy 
certificate to Tee Gee’s per- 
sonnel manager, Tony Bass. 
■ Late r, she took two weeks’ sick 
leave because of a threatened 
miscarriage. “When I returned 
in June 1994, 1 felt they were try- 
ing.to . . . undermine my posi- 
tion,” she told fee tribunal, 
saying that she was no longer 
invited to planning meetings. 


Miss Coe left the company in 
July as her pregnancy pro- 
gressed. On 19 August fee was 
told she had cancer. The com- 
pany's finance director, Richard 
FuHwell .visited her, and she told 
him she was entitled to mater- 
nity leave until January 1995. 

"He said he had heard a ru- 
mour I was willing to go for 
£20,000 [her annual salary]." 
Miss Coe said. She replied feat 
this was not true, and feat fee 
wanted to continue [working] 
after the baby was born. 

Sarah was born prematurely 
in October 1994. The following 
month Miss Coe left hospital af- 
ter a hysterectomy in a “great 


deal of pain". At fee end of No- 
vember she started “particularly 
rough" chemotherapy. 

She had explained the situa- 
tion to her employers who 
seemed happy that fee should 
return to work in May 1995. 

A short time later Mr Bass 
rang her. “He told me feat due 
to the life insurance policy with 
the company's occupational 
pension scheme, the company 
had an interest in my estate and 
that 1 should make a will in case 
the treatment did not work," she 
said. “1 was shocked ... but said 
I would think about iL" 

When she returned home, 
she received a dismissal letter 



Carole Coe: £180,000 claim 


from Tee-Gee. enclosing her 
P45. Miss Coe. who is now in re- 
mission from the disease, said 
the compary had not. said any- 
thing previously about her leav- 
ing. "The assurance was there 
that I would be returning to 
work," she said. “I was told my 
sick note was not a problem.” 
But fee did notice that her 
desk had gone from her office. 


Science feet follows fiction 
in 2001 space odysseys 


CHARLES ARTHUR 

Science Correspondent 

Arthur C Clarke, author of 
200 J: -4 Space Odyssey, looked 
happy and relaxed yesterday in 
Sri Linka as another of his pre- 
dictions came true ahead of 
schedule. The first contact be- 
tween the human race and the 
planet Jupiter - the tale he told 
in 2001 - look place last week, 
and fee first data from the 
Galileo probe was received at 
the weekend. 

But Mr Clarke. 77. told an 
audience iu London - via an- 
other of his early predictions, 
the telecommunications satel- 


lite - feat he Is increasingly con- 
cerned feat manned spaceflight 
will become dangerous. The 
reason for his fears is not ma- 
licious aliens, hut the prolifer- 
ation of man-made satellites. 

“I’m worried about the as- 
tronauts on the Shuttle having 
10 pick their way through or- 
biting minefields. " he said. 

In recent years, scientists 
have identified “space junk" - 
including a screwdriver dropped 
hy an astronaut - as one of fee 
biggest hazards in space. Even 
a tiny particle travels at thou- 
sands of miles per hour, gain- 
ing enough energy to punch a 
hole in a spacecraft's hull. 


Besides being Britain’s most 
famous science-fiction writer. 
Mr Clarke also enjoys a repu- 
tation for being right. Patrick 
Moore, the astronomer, re- 
called a debate he once had with 
Mr Clarke, saving: said l 

thought man would walk on the 
moon in about 1990: he said it 
would he more like 1970." Neil 
Armstrong took his first "small 
step" there in 1%9. 

For fee ftnure. Mr Clarke 
foresees the collapse of the 
nation state. He added feat his 
biggest fears for the world stem 
from the threat of nuclear war. 
and (he twin effects of over- 
population and disease. 
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Aftermath of a stabbing: Killing of headmaster prompts Ho me Office to introduce legislation as po lic^tepAJ^h^^^ 

Knife offenders face 
tougher new laws 


JASON BENNETTO, 

JAMES CUSICK 
and JUDITH JUDD 

Prison sentences of up to three 
months and fines of £2,400 are 
to be introduced for knife car- 
rying offences, according to a 
confidential Home Office letter 
obtained by the Independent. 

The tougher laws, which are 
understood to include making 
the possession of a knife an ar- 
restable offence, follow the 
murder of the headmaster 
Philip Lawrence. 

It also emerged yesterday 
that detectives investigating the 
murder of Mr Lawrence, 48, 
outside St George's Roman 
Catholic secondary school, in 
Mai da Mile, north-west Lon- 
don, are targeting a small group 
of children about the incident. 
The development came as 


grieving pupils faced a day of 
prayer and counselling. 

A letter from the Home Of- 
fice revealed the Government 
wants to include sliffer penal- 
ties for knife carriers in their 
forthcoming White Paper on 
sentencing. At present the max- 
imum sentence for unlawful 
possession of an offensive 
weapon is two years' imprison- 
ment or an unlimited fine. But 
many cases are dealt with un- 
der a different Act which is eas- 
ier to gain a conviction but only 
has a maximum £1,000 fine for 
carrying “an article with a blade 
or point in a public place". 

A Horae Office letter to 
David Blackey, secretary of the 
Association of Chief Police Of- 
ficers' crime committee, and 
Chief Constable of West Mer- 
cia, reveals that the Home Sec- 
retary, Michael Howard, would 


like the lesser sentence in- 
creased to a maximum of three 
months jail or a fine of £2,400. 

It also discloses plans to 
make the possession of a knife 
an arrestable offence. Currently 
the police have to rely on laws 
which allow officers to only ar- 
rest people if they have ‘‘rea- 
sonable grounds" for suspected 
an offence is being committed. 

An ACPO spokesman said 
the police would welcome 
tougher sentences against peo- 
ple who unlawfully carry knifes. 

The Prime Minister was yes- 
terday said to be “appalled and 
shocked" by the killing of Mr 
Lawrence as it emerged that 
G illian Shephard, the Secretary 
of State for Education, will 
hold a meeting of all six teacher 
unions later this week to discuss 
measures which could be in- 
troduced to protect teachers 


and pupils from attack. Yester- 
day, she met representatives 
of the Secondary Heads Asso- 
ciation who discussed the gen- 
eral topic of tighter controls on 
offensive. 

John Sutton, the associa- 
tion’s general secretary, said 
they had talked about knives 

and baseball bats and the preva- 
lence of weapons in schools. 
“There have always been 

weapons in schools. What is new 

is the propensity to use them." 

Police involved in the 
Lawrence murder investigation 
believe that a gan g dispute was 
the most likely cause of his 
death. Yesterday, detectives 
were re questioning the small 
group of pupils believed to 
have seen. the attempts by the 
headmaster to help the 13- 
year-old pupil at St George's 
apparently being attacked. 



Emotional view. Pupils at St George’s school yesterday where lessons were abandoned in favour of a special mass 
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Pupils try to 
make sense of 
hardest lesson 


easy 

St George’s School yesterday. 
On the first day back in the 
classroom since their head- 
master was stabbed, pupils were 
guided by 30 counsellors in 
what may turn out to be one of 
the hardest lessons of their 
lives. 

The counsellors - 20 from 
Westminster council’s social 
services department, and 10 
from the Catholic Children’s So- 
ciety- helped classes through- 
out the school to express their 
grief, sense of loss, and worry 
for the future. 

Outside school later, pupils 
told how the counselling ses- 
sions, involving writing letters 
or cards to Philip Lawrence’s 
family, had helped them. 

One first-former said: “I 
wrote to Mr Lawrence’s fami- 
ly. I told them I was sad. I told 
them it should never have hap- 
pened. I told them- not to feel 
terrible for toolong. And I told 
them not to worry." • 

The writing therapy -a com- 
monly used psychological tech- 
nique in situations of severe 
grief - was carefully super- 
vised. 

Marry pupils described how 
some of their friends had “qui- 
etly cried” as they tried to ex- 
press their innermost feelings. 

The counselling sessions 
were only one part of the “spe- 
cial programme" the school 
governors and staff had pre- 
pared for yesterday. The focus 
was a special mass conducted by 
the Archbishop of Westminster, 
Cardinal Basil Hume. 

After the mass, he said: “I 
told the children that it was very 
important to come today so we 
for 

Philip Lawrence an cf share onr 
sorrow.” 

Praising Mr Lawrence's con- 
cern for his pupils and his brav- 
ery, Cardinal Hume said: “I 
reminded pupils of the [New 
Testament] text ‘No greater 
love hath a person than to lay 
down his or ber fife for a friend'. 
That is what Philip Lawrence 
did. This was a headmaster 
who was a friend to all his 
pupils.” 

Although Cardinal Hume in- 
sisted that “the person who 
has done this terrible act should 
be caught and punished", be 
added: “Vfe have to learn to for- 


Counsellors help 
school to cope 
with grief, reports 

James Cuslck 

give. That is the hardest thing." 

During he sermon at the spe- 
cial mass, the Archbishop fold 
pupils he had a message for the 
murderer. “My advice to him is 
to report to police at once. He 
needs to acknowledge his crime 
and pay his debt to society." 

On their way into school for 
the start of the day there was a 
distinct air of unease as pupils 
passed the growing shrme of 
flowers that had built up over 
the weekend. 

Asked by the assembled 
ranks of newspaper reporters 
and television crews how they 
felt, one word was often re- 
peated: “Sad". 

James, a first-former, said: 
“This is such a sad day. Mr 
Lawrence tried to push us and 
help us. He didn’t deserve to 
die, not like that.” 

By the end of the day, after 
a lunch break of what appeared 
to be normal play and noise 
from the school playground, 
pupils tried to express what the 
special day had meant to them. 

Nicholas, ignoring the ef- 
forts of teachers and staff to 
move him away from television 
crews and reporters, insisted on 
having his say. 

“It was a hard day. I can’t re- 
member everything that hap- 
pened. I wrote some cards and 
said some prayers. All we know 
is that this should never have 
happened - not here." 



Cardinal Hume: *We 
to learn to forgive’ 


have 


Glasgow knife 
crime success 


JOHN ARUDGE 

Scotland Correspondent 

Senior police officers examin- 
ing ways to combat stabbings are 
turning their attention to Glas- 
gow which has pioneered a 
highly successful knife crime 
prevention scheme. 

In a city notorious for razor 
.figs and underworld violence, 
ife-refated cr im e rose sharply 
three years ago. The number of 
knife murders and attempted 
murders more than doubled in 
1992, with four people being 
stabbed on average each day. 
Detectives responded by intro- 
ducing Operabon Blade, a high- 
profile campaign supported 
by local authorities, the 
retail trade, schools, nightclub 
owners and the media. 

Officers first announced a 
“knife amnesty”, urging Glas- 
wegians to “ten your deadly 
weapons or be put away your- 
selves”. In the months that fol- 
lowed, 5.000 blades, including 
swords and machetes, were 


left in “knife banks" at polic 
stations across the city 
To back up the amnesty, oi 
ficers mounted a stop- an c 
search campaign, searchin 
almost 30,000 young peopl 
over four months. Nightclu 
owners joined the campaig 
by installing metal detectors an 
surveillance cameras. Hundred 
of weapons were recoverec 
Backed up by a change in th 
law, which required those founi 
carrying knives to prove the 
were for legitimate use, hun 
dreds of prosecutions follower 
Almost 100 retailers agree 
to remove knives from display 
and detectives lectured school 
children on knife crime. The ef 
feci was swift and dramatic. B; 
the end of 1993, the number d 
offences involving the posses 
sion of offensive weapon 
slumped by almost 25 percent 
Knife-related incidents fell b 
37 per cent Although knife' 
“ ■' J lagai 


last year, figures are well dovn 
those of the early Nineties 
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list’ for 
-seekers 


STEPHEN GOODWIN 
Nicholas Timmins 

and HEAtHER MlUS 




: Jfbwari vibeHome 

: .Se^ta^ye^fiiday anrxjtmced 
his '-so^&fied “white list” of 
: countries,' . whose citizens he 
^regards as faea^noserious risk_ 

: ipf jjeisewtjoitt ind unlikely to” 
.deserve? asylum id :Britain. 

I-. ^33osaD cTO of u pIayiiig tbe 
'rtKK'cai^^werehurledl across 
th^iSamomons: as. it emerged 
; ‘tbit thousands of would-be 
re&igeesfrom the seven coun- 
. ; tides'-' India, Pakistan, Ghana, 
f : Bulgaria, Cyprus, Poland and 
ORraiama-^find ztstiU hanJ- 
er fornake a case to re main in.: 
' Britan} under procedures to be 
mtroduced id the Governments 
Asylum and Immigration Bin- -- 

But during a second reading 
debate on the Bill, Mr Howard' 
said it was "not immo ral" to in- 
sist that people from "safe” 
countries remrned to pursue 
their claims ihere, nor to. pro-, 
tect the job opportunities of 
those entitled to live and work - 
in Britain. He claimed that no 
furrier obstacles were being put 
in the way of genuine refugees. 
“But we must be a haven, not 
a honey pot,? he said. 

Meanwhile, church leaders 
joined in the controversy sur- 
rounding the clampdown on 
refugees by publicly ahing their, 
concerns - not only about the ■ 
Bill but about plans to withdraw 
benefits from thousands of asp- { 
lum -seekers next month. The 
two-pronged attack “appears to 
undermine the spoil'' of the 
Geneva Convention - on 
Refugees, they said in a' letter 
to the Tones, in particular, the " 
benefit changes - due to come ' 
in on 8 January - meam many 
vulnerable people, including 
children, coaid find themselves 
homeless and penniless at the 
coldest time of year. 

The Conservative-controlled 
Westminster City*. Council 
pleaded with the Government 
to defer the benefit proposals, 
alleging (hat thecJairaedThea- 


suiy savings will sim ply mean 
higher.--, costs for - local 
government 

Ministers maintain the move 
,w31:save jQOOm a year! Kit 
■Westminster believes \ the 
changes will cost it alone more 
. than £10in a year“on relative- 
■ ly conservative, assumptions”, 

: cutting the already stretched 
budget for children, the elder- 
ly. and other social services. 
Other local authorities believe 
they-too will face large bills and 
some Conservative MBs fear 
many of the savings will prove, 
illusory. 

.David Shaw, the Tory MP for 
Dover, a key port of entry, told 
the Independent he was "very 
worried" that the costs would 
’ simply shift from social securi- 
ty' to social services and hous- 
ing. “We need . to make 
absolutely sure that this is not 
just a sideways transfer of ex- 
penditure and b going to resnlt 
in real savmgs.” he said. 

An estimated 13,000 asyhim- 
seekers, plus their dependants, 
will be left penniless by the so- 
cial security system. They in- 
clude some 6,000 people who 
have entered the UK since the 
policy was announced on 12 Oc- 
tober and then -sought asylum, 
and some 7,000 who are cur- 
rently appealing: 

• In the Commons, opposi- 
tion parties again pressed for 
the Bill to be sent to special se- 
lect committee, which could 
take evidence bathe extent of 
die problem and why legislation 
introduce three years ago had 
faile d to deal with it 
. Jack Straw, the shadow 
Home Secretary, said Labour 
.would oppose the BUI. The 
white list rules were “Kafka- 
esqtie and placed an. “almost im- 
possible burden of proof” on 
asylum-seekers. In the nine 
raonths to the end of Septem- 
ber, more than. 6,000 applica- 
tions for asylum were made by 
people from the three countries: 
India 2 y 380, Ghana 1*530, and 
Raltistan 2,L30. Seventy were 
granted other refugee status or 




NICHOLAS TIMMINS 

Public Policy Editor 

Alnxjsr 30 percent of London’s 
population is set to come from 
the ethnic minorities in 15 years’ 
time,, making London almost 
certainly the most ethnically 
diverse capital ’in the wbirfd. ' 
■ftro Lraodonhoroughs»Kent 
in the north-west and Newham 
in the east, are expected to have 
ethnic minority populations of 
more than 50 per cent, accord- 
ing to a new study, undertaken 
by tbc London Research Cen- 
tre. Three more, Tower Ham- 
lets, Harrow and Ealing, are 
projected to be above 40 per 
cent. At present, the propor- 
tions far feeiul and Newham are 
45 and 44 per cen t 
. The gpwihresultsalmoa en- 
tirely mm the age structure of 
the edstmgpopidatibn rather 
than from imnigration or high- 
er birth rarest the centre - par- 
tially funded by the London, 
boroughs - said yesterday. 

The ethnic minority popula- 


tion will rise from 20 per cent 
m 1991 to 28 per cent by 2011, 
a 40 per cent increase to just un- 
der 2 million - over half erf wham 
will have been born in Britain. 
In the same period, London's 
. white population is set to decline 
by almost 430,000 to 5,(364,000. 

The findings have important 
implications, for race relations, 
businesses and sendees as the 
growth m ethnic minorities helps 
to reverse a45-year decline in the 
. population of the capital Ftam 
more than 85 mil lion in 1939, it 
fell to below 6.8 mSBon in the 
mid-Eighties, but is set to rise to 
just over 7 million by 2011. 

With London's school chD- 
dren speaking 200 different lan- 
guages, the capital's diversity ran 
provide “a vital competitive 
edge in the global markets”, 
Herman Onseley, chairman of 
the Commission for Racial 
Equality, said yesterday. But it 
also presents a challenge to 
health and other services as im- 
migrants of the Fifties and Six- 
ties readi retirement age. 



drug isonNHS 


HZ HUNT 
Health Editor 

A drug which offers bope_ to 
thousands of people suffering 
from multiple seterorisis now 
available on prescription in the 
United Kingdom! 

Intcrferon-beta lb has been 
described bv doctors in the 
United States as the “biggest 
breakthrough in MS for 20 
years", although British doctors 
"are more cautious. 

However, they accept that m 
people with the relapsing or re- 
mitting form of MS; the drug 
has been shown to cut the fre- 
quency of relapses by vp to a 
third, although it does notcure 
of halt the disease which isa de- 
generative disorder of the ner- 
vous system.' -- • 

The drug, to be sold as 
BetafezofL, was at the centre of 
a row over rationing in the Na- 
tional Health Service this year, 
.after it was claimed that it would 
not be available to aD.patientS. 
who were, suitable for treat- 
ment on die grounds ofcost- , 

A month’s supply costs £806 


per patient - £9,600 a year- and 
it may. have to be administered 

- over a number of years. There 
are around 85,000 people in the 
UK with MS, and up to half are 
potential^ suitable for the drug. 

The NHS Executive has is- 
sued guidelines on- -the pre- 
scribing of the drug and 
consultant neurologists m hos- 
pitals, rather than GPs, are 
likely to be prime prescribetii at 
least in the short term. 

A spokeswoman for Sobering 
Health Care Ltd, which makes 
the drug, said . vesterday: 
“Betaferon is expensive, but for 
some patients it might be emi- 
nently worth it. If people are 
having frequent relapses, every 
few months they may find they 
can’t see or can’t walk proper- 
ly. This drug could make a big 
difference to them. 77 

« The drug has been available 

- fo the US for two years. A small 

number of patients in the UK 
have benefited from it already 
as it has been available for ex- 

peiftnental use, although some 
. health authorities have refused 
lev pay for it. 


granted extended leave to re- 
main in Britain. Under the 
“fast-track” system proposed by 
Mr Howard their successors 
would have only a very re- 
stricted right of appeal. 

Mr Howard said there were 
three criteria for placing coun- 
tries on the list: no serious risk 
of- persecution, that they gen- 
- crated significant numbers of 
asylum claims, and that a very 
high proportion proved to be 
unfounded. 

He cited the case of a group 
of Pakistanis who claimed asy- 
lum because of their member- 
ship of the Pakistan People' 
Party and appealed against re- 
fusal -eve a though the PPP had 
. since become the government 
of Pakistan. 



The icing on the gate: Despite being a weekend in which many parts of the country were shrouded in mist and fog, the cold weather did have 
some compensations. At least the ice made a pretty picture, like this garden gate in Saffron Waldon, Essex Photograph: Brian Hams 



On a scale 

of nought to ten, 

NO-ONE’ 

ever given it from one 

TO NINE. 



Full points or a big fat zero. There’s no average 
mark for our malt. Its unique, uncompromising taste 
has always polarised opinions. Some relish its sweet, 
heathery smokiness. Others will never appreciate its 
oily medicinal tang, nor savour the strong hint of 
seaweed. Take a sip, but be ready to take sides. 
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no half measures. 
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Abortion case 


surgeon tells of 


deep regret 


A hospital consultant told a 
court yesterday that he was 
wrong to carry out an abortion 
on a childless woman who did 
not realise she was pregnant. 

Reginald Dixon, an obstetri- 
cian and gynaecologist, abort- 
ed the ll-week-old foetus 
during a routine hysterectomy. 

He denies unlawfully procur- 
ing a miscarriage during the op- 
eration in March 1993 on 
Barbara Whiten, now 38, at the 
King's Mill Hospital Sutton-in- 
Ashfield, Nottinghamshire, 

Mr Dixon, 58, stopped giving 
evidence last Thursday after suf- 
fering stress. In the witness box 
yesterday, he said he derided to 
continue with the operation 
and so abort the foetus. He said: 
“I fek 1 bad made a particular- 
ly bard and difficult decision and 
which has turned out to be 
wrong, which I very much re- 
gret. It is an extraordinary sit- 
uation. I continued with the 
operation with considerable 
trepidation. I was anxious. 

"At the time, I believed 1 was 
doing the right thing. The eas- 
iest thing for me to do would 
have been to have just taken a 
look, closed the abdomen and 
walked away. I was trying to do 
the best for my patient, tut that 
would have been doing the best 
for myself." 


Mr Dixon said he continued 
with the surgery because he 
feared his patient would suffer 
serious mental problems if the 
child was allowed to be bom. He 
also feared the foetus might not 
be healthy, because of the drugs 
he thought Mrs Whiten was tak- 
ing to ease her womb condition, 
which was the reason for the 
original operation. 

He said: “I felt, having re- 
viewed the total situation of her 
ongoing problems and previous 
history of mental instability, 
that the best solution for her fu- 
ture mental health was that I 
continue the operation.'’ He 
said that her age, which was 
then 35. was also influential 

“Mrs Whiten told her doctor 
that she never wanted a preg- 
nancy at any time. I know that 
many professional women 
reach a stage in their lives when 
what they want to do is get on 
with their careers and not start 
a family, and that can be very 
important Sometimes it is 
purely financial. In the great ma- 
jority of patients that I have en- 
countered in circumstances 
similar to Mrs Whiten’s, the pa- 
tients ask for the operation to 
be carried on." 

Mrs Whiten has told Not- 
tingham Crown Court she des- 
perately wanted the child. But 


Mr Dixon said yesterday: “I 
think that the new life that she 
had been hoping for would 
have been shattered - that is a 
symptom-free life and the 
chance to concentrate cm her 
work.'’ He said he tried to con- 
tact her husband before com- 
pleting the operation and 
discussed it with the anaes- 
thetist, who agreed that surgery 
should continue. 

Mr Dixon told his patient 
about the operation the fol- 
lowing day, when she had re- 
covered from the general 
anaesthetic Mrs Whiten said in 
evidence that he had men- 
tioned the pregnancy only 
in passing and had left her 
distressed and confused. 

But Mr Dixon denied that 
and said he had sat on her bed 
and held her hand as be told her 
what happened. “I said, ‘I am 
sincerely sony. I have something 
to tell you about the operation. 
I am very much afraidyou may 
have been pregnant’ 

“She gave me a polite smile 
and her exact words were ‘Don’t 
worry, you did the right thin g ,” 1 
said Mr Dixon. He said she was 
not distressed, and she was not 
angry when a report from the 
pathologist later confirmed she 
had been pregnant. 

The case continues today. 



Surveillance operation: One of the miniature cameras that DiUons used in its stores to keep a check on customers Photograph: Edward Webb 


Secret strip brings thieves to book 


Sweet adverts attacked 


MARIANNE MACDONALD 

Media Correspondent 


GLENDA COOPER 


Children see three to four times 
more advertising for fatty and 
sugaiy foods than adults and are 
being “saturated” with un- 
healthy food, a report by the 
National Food Alliance says. 

The paper. Easy to SwaUow, 
Hard to Stomach, found that 7 
out of 10 adverts during Chil- 
dren's ITV are for food com- 
pared with only 2 out of 10 
during adult programming. 

Although government guide- 
lines for a healthy, balanced diet 
recommend that fatly and sug- 
aiy foods should account for no 


more than 7 per cent of our diet, 
the survey found advertising for 
these food made up 44 to 76 per 
cent of all food advertising. 

During programming for 
children breakfast cereals 
(mostly sweetened) and sweets 
were the most intensively ad- 
vertised food products. Much of 
the rest was for soft drinks, fast 
foods, ice cream and lollies. Out 
of 549 food adverts monitored 
only two were for fruit and veg- 
etables, although it is recom- 
mended these should make up 
33 jjer cent of a healthy diet 

The NEA wants the Govern- 
ment to support pilot projects 


to investigate how to promote 
healthier foods. It should also 
tell the Independent Television 
Co mmissi on not to transmit 
adverts for fatty and sugary 
foods during children’s viewing. 

The Food Advertising Umt 
claimed advertising is far less in- 
fluential than family and peers. 
Jeffrey Goldstein, Professor of 
Psychology at the University of 
Utrecht, said restrictions would 
have undesirable emnnmic and 
ptycho-sorial effects. “Children 
would be isolated as a social 
group . . . and regarded as in- 
capable of m aking their own 
decisions," he said. 


Peter Rabbit has been tagged by 
Dillons bookstores in the first 
UK trials of a secret device to 
identify book thieves. 

It could cut thefts of Beatrix 
Potter - a shoplifter’s favourite 
- down to nothing, if initial 
findings are accurate. 

The system involves inserting 
a thin three-inch magnetic 
strip under the spine during the 
printing process. When the 
book is bought it is de- 
magnetised at the till so that it 
does not set off an alarm when 
removed from the store. 

The system differs from the 
present flawed and time- 
consuming process of manual- 
ly inserting the magnetic strips 
between the pages- which can 
be shaken out by shoplifters. 

In a two-week experiment last 


Your will 

could help the fight 
a gainst diabetes 


B\ mating the British Diabetic 
Association a beneficiary in your will, ik 
>uu'll he helping to continue the fight fc ; 1 
against diabetes - a condition that affects t 
more than a million people in Britain. C ^ 

The British Diabetic Association is the £ 
leading British Charity for people with \ j 
diabetes, a registered charity founded by 
HG Wells in 1 934. The BDA for bO years (faff 
has funded vital research into diabetes and 
worked ro improve life for thousands of people- 

Money left in wills provides one third of our 
income, and is key to our future funding. For 
instance, diabetes is the largest cause of blindness 
in the working population in the UK - but it can 
be preventable with early diagnosis and your 
will can help us do this. 

If you would like more information about the 
BDA and a free guide to making a will (or how to 
amend an existing wild just fill in the coupon. 

Occasionally, our name and initials may have been 
confused with other similar-sounding organisations. 
So if you would like to make the British Diabetic 
Association a beneficiary of your will, please make 
sure that your will and instructions are made out 
to the British Diabetic Association, 10 Queen Anne 
Street, London VC'IM OBD. 
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fiat mrnabm six times * year '. 


the s y mp to m s has ispsoied'jbat. 

many people are prompt l y tStg it frof 


• 15(1000 members* fetetews safe gfowd e d , 
and 450-seroag ;fac^;)fn«di 
tbroeghour UK toppanad .• . . 


BRITISH DIABETIC ASSOCIATION 


10 QUEEN ANNE STREET LONDON WlM OBD. TELEPHONE 017MB 1551 EXT 2055. REG. CHARITY No. 2 151 9$ 

A charity helping people with dUbrrc*. and supporting tfiabetm research 


Pkw return this coupon ru: Dept SC, British Diabetic .A>wjcuriua IP Queen .Anne Street. London WlM OBD. 

□ Pleas* send me your booklet "How your legacy will help peupk- with diabetes' 

□ Please send me more information about the BDA 


month, the spines of 10 Beat- 
rix Potter titles, which have al- 
ways sold well, were fitted with 
the magnetic ta p in their spines 
and filmed on open display in 
stores around Britain. 

In contrast to previous ex- 
perience, few of die books were 
removed - legally or other- 
wise. Footage from concealed 
cameras revealed customers 
rifling randomly through the 
books, apparently in search of 
the remorable tags. When they 
could not fold them, they left 
the books alone. 

“Some stores don’t have 
equipment to log the movement 


equipment to log the movement 
or books and weVe always won- 
dered if they were going out of 
the door in a customer’s bag or 
a Dillons bag,” said Ken Har- 
wood, security director of Dil- 
lons, from his anonymous 
London base. “Now we know.” 
The festive season is the jol- 
liest for shoplifters, but all year 
round chains such as DiUons 
and Wateistone’s suffer up to 
3 per cent shrinkage. The 
culprits defy stereotyping. 
“There’s the man who steals^ 
to Zs from one of our London 
stores and sells them outside 
cut-price,” says Ray Winter, 
security operations manager 
for Dillons. “And there’s the guy 
who advertised on the Internet 
for students’ reading lists. He'd 
steal the books for them and 
charge half the cover price ” 
Then there was the “awayday 



1. The Beatrix Potter tales • 

2. Winnie The Pooh books. 

3. Golden Sounds— cWdran'ft 

books wfth buttons which; 
.make noises: — . - .y- 

4. Illustrated art books 

5. Terry Pratchett: Atesfeeracfe 

6. New Age books (especial- 
ly in Exeter and Southampton): 

7. Pevsner’s architectural 
guides ■. 

& World Atlases 

9. Local guides 

10.. The ‘London A to.Z 

streetfiritier. 


Eagle eye: A customer Is observed innocently browsing 


businessman ’’ who stole books 
from a different city every day 
and sold them to second-hand 
bookshops, and the executive 
who commuted to London 
from Leicester to steal books at 
precisely 1130 every morning 
until his wife found out - she 
was unaware that he had lost his 
job. 


All were captured on film by 
ixneras with lenses the size of 


cameras with lenses the size of 
a pinhead hidden behind the 
bookshelves, in the lifts, inside 
smoke alarms and behind 
posters inside the busiest 
Dillons stores. 

The one in the. lift at the 


Gower Street store in central 
London was particularly effec- 
tive - catching out a young fe- 
male executive and a pony- 
tailed middle-aged man with a 
hidden compartment in his 
briefcase. 

The solution could be the 
new system of tagging. The 
problem is persuading the pub- 
lishers to install the expensive 
new machinery in their printing 
plants. 

They have little to gain - the 
shops cany the cost of the 
thefts, and are forced to order 
extra copies to replace the 
books that vanish. 


1. Stephen Hawking: A Brief. 
History af Time 

2. Edith HokJen: 73te COunby J 
Dfejy of an Edwardian Lady . j 
3= Peter Mayte: A tear In 
Prwenoe 

3= Rosemary Confer.- The j 
Complete Hip anti Thigh Diet 

5 Delia Smith: Delta Smith's^ 
Complete Illustrated Cookery 
Course 

6 David Attenborough: Life on' 
Earth' 

7 Delia Smith: DeBa smite's 
Complete Cookery Course - 

8 Sue Townsend: 7be Secret 
Diary of Adrian Mole, Aged 13 

3/4 ' ' 

9=Jacob Bnonowski: The Ac- 
cent of Man 

9= Christopher Bricked: RHS 
Gardeners' Encyclopaedia of 
Plants and Flowers - 






**■ f- 





CALL 

FREE 


0500 758 OOO 


Variable Rate Mortgage 


We wa wt you 

to say EE 3 


Cdbrruy be reca nted aad monwxwi Tjpita! btotd on an mWn nwrtgaes or £40.000 on a property nknd u £80,000 sftrc 20 wars 1300 

typical tegtitaw at SM7. It baBsonwd BatTSB Pfopwry Pte (ipmwmi ami I yaar. FVkn^m 
y 3,7 ^ T ^- > ^? a9aSu " 1 glor i tft E4 7Sj and a1S6 HoTutagar, Pcfcr lnioo»» nrarafcan sa 1.771 h3»Bba»iaimfv ihc ^<^rr 

“P e * lh **» ^ >«■ * «. A TSB cheque wcant Is 

■ 4 i Ba " *** on mum by caBna 0500 


frar ft eTSB pte. H dum. V fc nb Square amgto Bl 1BZ R^Mn&gMnl Wl&Nmbt. iMMeiTCB 
Nnport. Gnw NP1 9Sa D^Uered ORteCtartan Rw. Mdo* SP10 IRE Rqkri«.d b. E^nd J 


YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT. 



















L>TOEPENDENT/TUESDflY 12 DECEMBER 199 s 


news 




Mr 



v ; £ • *v..- 

• 1 / ; «l {• 

- ! ijljl, 



C22 


. i.-r-s- 
-i •'» 3 

i 


waters’ journalist sued for £2' 
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of blood: A minke whale is processed on a Japanese whaler for ‘scientific data’ Photograph: Mark Votier/Sygma 


to book for 
drug arrest 


HEATHER MILLS 

Home Affairs Correspondent 

A “highly respected" commu- 
nity worker was yesterday 
awarded £76,000 damages from 
the Metropolitan Police to 
settle his damages claim for 
false imprisonment, assault and 
malicious prosecution. 

Rennie Kingsley. 48, claimed 
he was assaulted by officers who 
smashed their way into bis 
house, planted drugs on him 
and then mahdously pursued 
him through the courts on false 
charges. 

Latest figures shcrw that Scot- 
land Yard "has paid out nearly 
£1.5m to settle 48 substantial 
court claims for assault or false 
imprisonment over the past 
two years - but has taken dis-- 
ciplinaiy action against only 
four officers as a result. 

Mr Kingsley served four 
months in prison before ins con- 
victioir for possessing LSD and 
cocaine was overturned by the 
Court of Appeal. The prosecu- 
tion did not contest Mr Kings- 
ley’s submission that the 
truthfulness of the police offi- 
cers* evidence at trial could no 
longer be relied upon. 

Yesterday the High Court 
was told that a formal complaint 
on behaifbf Mr Kingsley was in- 
vest! gated as part of the “Op- 
eration Jackpot" inquiry, 
conducted into allegations of 
corruption against a number of 
officers at Stoke Newington 


police station, north London. 
But the Crown Prosecution 
Service decided that no charges 
would be brought against offi- 
cers involved in Mr Kingsley's 
case and neither were there any 
disciplinary charges. Russell 
Miller, Mr Kingsley's solicitor, 
told the court die only course 
left open to him in order to pur- 
.. sue his grievances was to sue. 

: The four-year Jackpot in- 
quiry into up to 44 police offi- 
cers has readied in only one 
conviction. Although the indi- 
vidual officers involved in Mr 
' Kingsley's case continued to 
deny his allegations, the Met- 
ropoOtan Police did not contest 
his claims. 

Mr Kingsley considered that 
the sum recognised the “injury, 
pain, shock, distress, anxiety, hu- 
miliation, degradation and loss 
of liberty" he daims to have suf- 
fered. The police have also 
agreed to pay his costs, esti- 
mated at a further £25,000. 

Mr Miller said Mr Kingsley 
was a man who, for the past 14 
. years, had worked with local vol- 
untary projects for the home- 
less. “He has earned respect and 
standing in the community of 
which he is a valued member." 

He was at an address in cast 
London m August 1990, when 
police broke down the front 
door with a sledgehammer. At 
Stoke Newington police station, 
on the basis of “concocted and 
fabricated allegations" he was 
charged with the drugs offences. 


STEVE BOGGAN 

Chief Reporter 

A British journalist who exposed 
the electrocution of Antarctic 
minke whales is likely to lose a 
£260.000 court case today 
against the Japanese institute 
that ordered the deaths for 
“ research". 

Mark Volier is being sued by 
the Japanese Institute of 
Cetacean Research for releas- 
ing footage of the killings to the 
media in 23 countries .“ 

Mr Volier, 37. who will not 
contest the action in Tokyo's dis- 
trict court, was privately com- 
missioned i i.i film a whaling 
expedition in the Antarctic in 
February 1993. But he was so 
sickened by what he saw that he 
decided to release the footage. 
The institute is suing him for 
£60.000 and the court is likely 
to impose £200.000 costs. 

“Altogether, I watched 30 
harpoon ings." Mr Volier said 
yesterday. “In about 50 per 
cent of cases the whales were 
immobilised instantly and 
shackled to the side of the 
catcher ship for transport to the 
waiting factory ship. 



Mark Votier: Released film 
of slaughter to media 

"Bui in the other 5i) per cent 
the whales were only wounded. 
To immobilise them, they were 
dragged to the catcher ship 
and speared with a lance con- 
taining a detachable elect rode. 
The gunner then discharged 220 
volts ot electricity into the 
animal's body, in most cases 
causing it to react violently. 

“The average immobilisa- 
tion time, on a conservative 



/n- 


Ifji P 


estimate, is eight minutes. How- 
ever. 1 did witness one botched 
electrocution which took 23 
minutes. If I had not released 
the pictures 1 could not have 
lived with ihc decision.” 

Mr Votier. who lived in Japan 
for seven years, said he will 
ignore the court ruling but may 
have to lake further legal advice 
if the institute, which is pari 
funded by the Japanese govern- 
ment. initiates proceedings in 
Britain. He has been support- 
ed by the International Fund tor 
Animal Welfare. 

Japan and Norway continue 
to be the only nations to ignore 
consistently appeals by the In- 
ternational Whaling Commis- 
sion not to engage in "scientific 
research" whaling following the 
world ban on commercial 
whaling in J9S7. 

Last” year. Japanese fleets 
killed more than 3u0 minke 
whales and the figure for this 
year is likely to climb to 440. 

Vassili PapaslaxTOU. an LFAW 
marine biologist, said he be- 
lieved the institute was wrong 
to sue Mr Votier. “The institute 
is trying to stifle a basic human 
right - free speech. - he said. “ It 


is another auempL by the Japan- 
ese to hide the barbarity ot titeir 
whaling." 

The Whale and Dolphin 
Conservation Society stud mi 
V otier's actions had advanced 
the whales' cause and his 
footage had been used by :lic 
British government in ir.lks 
aimed at reinforcing the whal- 
ing moral i irium. “The Japanese 
are unrepentant about the 
killings but they are having ;»» 
face up to slowly growing pub- 
lic opinion at home, so ii is a 
very sensitive issue for them," 
their spokesman Jonathan 
Owen said. “This kind of elec- 
trocution is simply barbaric. 
We would argue that the v. he ife 
exercise is complete!} unscien- 
tific and is just a pretext foi 
them to cany on whaling." 

A spokesman for the' Agri- 
culture and Fisheries Divisfon 
of the Japanese Embassy denied 
that the whaling was unscien- 
tific. “We need to gather sci- 
entific data on the age and sex 
and population of the minke 
whales in the Ant a relic." he 
said, claiming that around J nt: 
whales had to be slaughtered 
to satisfy statistical best practice. 
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If you’re 50 or 
over, just see 
how much you 
can save with 
Saga - call us 
NOW! 

You will know how 
expensive home insurance 
can be - thankfully, if 
you're aged 50 or over you . 
can benefit from Saga 
Homecare - a superior 
household insurance that's 
only available to mature, . 
responsible people like 

you. 

Because of this. Saga 
Horn scare con ofl'er you 
genuine savings over other 
policies, while giving you 
cover that fully protects 
your home and possessions. 

The Saga Price Promise 

If you find another 
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you the difference. 
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Exclusively for 
people aged 50 or 
over. 

• Cover is 

comprehensive and 
low cost. 

■ Free pen with your 
quotation. 
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Graduates find 
job prospects 
bright again 


JUDrrH JUDD 

Education Editor 

Graduates are challenging the 
workaholic lifestyle of their 
predecessors as their job 
prospects improve rapidly, ac- 
cording to a survey published 
yesterday. 

Graduate unemployment fell 

by two percentage points to 9.7 
per cent in 1994, despite a 13 
per cent increase in graduate 
numbers. 

The result, say employers, is 
that the nervous and earnest 
workaholics of a few years ago 
are disappearing. 

They have been superseded 
by more confident interviewees 
who are telling interviewers 
that they want jobs compatible 
with family life. 

A survey by the Association 
of Graduate Careers Advisory 
Services, which examines what 
happened to graduates six 
months after they left college, 
showed that more were secur- 
ing permanent employment 
and fewer are having to lake 
temporary jobs. 

Nigel UeweDyn, national re- 
cruitment partner for the ac- 
countants louche Ross, which 
sponsored the survey, said: “for 
the last few years, students felt 
they could not raise issues of 


lifestyle or workstyle. Accoun- 
tancy applicants felt they had to 
seem boring and shy. We had to 
winkle signs of personality out 
of (hem. Now lifestyle issues 
are being talked about quite 
openly." 

According to the survey, 
graduates in most subjects were 
finding it easier to get jobs 
with computing and information 
technology notching up record 
employment rates of around 60 
per cent 

Employment in both me- 
chanical and civil engineering 
also increased - and for non- 
vocational subjects such as 
English and history. 

The improvement lookplace 
despite a 22,000 increase m the 
numbers graduating. In business 
studies, numbers were up by 
more than 60 per cent, and in 
English by 25 per cent Since 
1992, graduate numbers have 
risen overall by 425 per cent 

The rise in business studies 
graduates was caused by the 
Eighties boom and is unlikely 
to be repeated 

Jenny Jones, editor of the re- 
port said: “The first tentative 
signs of a recovery in the job 
market for graduates, which 
we began to identify in the 
1993 figures, have become more 
confident indicators of a genera! 


improvement in graduates’ 
prospects." 

However, competition for 
the top jobs is as fierce as ever 
and students need to spend 
time preparing their applica- 
tions. Mr Llewellyn said stu- 
dents who had done no research 
into their chosen firm and 
career stood little chance. 

A further survey carried oat 
in 40 old and 28 new universi- 
ties this autumn by the associ- 
ation confirms more vacancies 
for graduates, but it found that 
the pattern was uneven 
throughout the country. Getting 
a job remains hard work. 

The survey found that em- 
ployers were increasingly look- 
ing for students on target for 
upper second class degrees and 
with good A-levels, or at least 
a lower second class degree in 
a vocational course and an im- 
pressive personality. For others, 
the prospect is bleak. 

Though the annual “ milk 
round”, with employers visiting 
campuses to interview candi- 
dates, is in decline, the number 
of employers making presenta- 
tions at universities is growing. 
J^What Do Graduates Do? 
Available from Bxblios Pub- 
lishers’ Distribution, Star Road, 
Partridge Green, West Sussex, 
RH13 8LD. Price £5.95 



Key of life: A collection of home computers and keyboards at Maidstone Museum and Art Gallery, part of ‘Collectomanla - The People’s Show’, 
until 17 March. Other collections on display include toast racks, key-rings, tiles and Arsenal Football Club memorabilia Photograph: Edward Webb 
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Executive Travel Magaziny has awarded Emirates “Best Economy Class ’95". 

We want you, or the person of your choice, to experience it with our compliments. Simply fly 
Emirates First or Business Class (both award-winners this year) return from the UK to Dubai and beyond, 
and you’ll get a complimentary Economy Class return ticket to Dubai or Abu Dhabi. 
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Union keeps the faith 
for T Y adverts launch 


BARRIE CLEMENT 

Labour Editor 

Britain’s first television adver- 
tising campaig n on b ehalf of a 
union will roiwain a distinctly 
“old Labour” message, it was 
revealed yesterday. 

The 13-miQionjStiongpublic 
service unio n Unison, which is 
expected to become (he Labour 
Pauly’s biggest affiliate next- 
year, has chosen the theme of 
collective strength in an adver- 
tisement due to be transmitted 
for the first time on Friday. 

Instead of adopting the 
“modernist” approach of mar- 
keting its legal and contractu- 
al advice services. Unison 
has gone for a humorous yet 
unmistakable message that 
coUectivism is all-imponant. 

The cartoon depicts a large 
and particularly stupid bear, 
representing management, who 
is politely asked to move out of 
the way by a diligent worker ant 
A second ant joins his col- 
league to ask the be& to move. 


but to no avail. Keen to com- 
plete their task, the two ants 
leave to return with an army of 
colleagues who bellow “get 
out of the way” at the ursuie 
obstacle, who leaps for cover. 

Alan Jinkinson, general sec- 
retary of Unison, said yesterday 
he was “p&dfculariy pleased" 
with the tradifcional flavour of 
■the ad be&us£ people were in 
need of protection at work. 

“The message is simple - it’s 
the baas of trade unionism — 
strength in numbers and the col- 
lective good. 

“All the membership surveys 
we have conducted indicate 
that an overwhelming number 
of people, both men and 
women, join unions for tradi- 
tional reasons. We have tried to 
put it over in a humorous and 
gentle way.” 

The £1.2m recruitment cam- 
paign, which will begin on Fri- 
day during an episode of 
Brookside on Channel 4. could 
mark the start of an entirely 
new approach to union self- 


promotion. The advertisements 
wiD be broadcast at peak times 
on Channel 4 in two tranches 
with the fust part continuing 
through Christmas into January. 


ase is planned for 
y supplemented by 


A second p 
April, possit 

cinema sdvuuwug. ^ 

Mr JinkinSmsaid tfaurunion 
was pa rticulmfy'keen tp^arget 
young peofflB^daaly 9 ptfr cent 
of Unison members wenamder 
24 - and the timing oftne ad- 
vertisements had been chosen 
with that in mind. They are 
scheduled to be seen in com- 
mercial breaks during films, 
football and the American 
series Frasier. 

Unison suffers from a par- 
ticularly high turnover of 
around 200,000 people a year as 
members leave through job 
loss, career change and retire- 
ment. 

The union needed to recruit 
TkUh new workers and existing 
fijnpkryees, and was also keen 
to raise public awareness of the 
union, Mr Jinkinson said. 
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politics ^ __ 

Party policy in the dock: Programme to correct imbalance of the sexes in Parliament is illegal, an industrial tribunal is told 


Women-only 
shortlists 
put Labour 
‘above law’ 


JOHN RENTOUL 

Politkal Correspondent 

The Labour Party was accused 
yesterday of putting itself above 
the law, by two men who claim 
they were illegally discriminat- 
ed against when they were 
prevented from becoming 
parliamentary candidates. 

“The Labour Party is arguing 
that a political party B above the 
law. not just of this country but 
of European law as well. That 
is an affront,” Peter Jepson 
told an industrial tribunal in 
Leeds. 

Mr Jepson argued that 
Labour's policy of women- 
only shortlists in half its 
winnable seats is in breach of 
the 1975 Sex Discrimination Act 
and the 1976 European Equal 
Treatment Directive. 

Mr Jepson, who was barred 
from standing in two London 
seats, is representing himself 
and Roger Dyas-Elliott, who 
was turned away from the 
Keighley seat, in Yorkshire. 

James Goudie QC. for the 
Labour Party, described Mr 
Jepson’s charge as a “mon- 
strous distortion'* and argued 


that the members of the tribunal 
would be “spending a rather un- 
comfortable time in (he Tower 
of London" if they interfered 
with the election of MPs. 

Mr Goudie said that being an 
MP was not employment, hence 
the Act did not apply and the 
tribunal had no jurisdiction in 
the case. “Neither selection as 
a Parliamentary candidate nor 
election as an MP is an ‘en- 
gagement 1 in a professional 
trade.” be said. 

If the Act covered the selec- 
tion of candidates by political 
parties, “it will lead to absurd 
results which Parliament cannot 
possibly have intended,” he 
added. 

He quoted Dr Shirley Sum- 
mers kill, a Labour Minister ai 
tire time the Sex Discrimination 
Bill was discussed in (he Com- 
mons, who told a Conservative 
MP that political parties fell 
outside the relevant provision. 

In any case, it was the elec- 
torate, not the parties, who de- 
cided who would be ad MP, Mr 
Goudie said. 

Even if the tribunal did not 
accept the Labour Party’s ar- 
gument in relation to the Act, 



Mr Goudie went on. it was dear 
that “positive action” was 
permitted under EU law and 
the European Convention on 
Human RightS- 

Mr Jepson disputed that, 
saying there was a difference be- 
tween positive action, which 
meant encouraging and assist- 


ing women to put themselves 
forward, and positive discrimi- 
nation, which meant banning 
men. 

The Labour Party brought in 
the policy of women’s quotas at 
its 1993 conference in Brighton 
- in the same vote with which 
John Smith secured “one mem- 


ber, one vote” democracy in the 
selection of candidates. So 
far. 37 women have been cho- 
sen from women-only lists, and 
only a handful of seats remain. 

Mr Gowdie described the 
case as “utterly misconceived 
and an abuse of the process of 
an industrial tribunal”. 


Mr Jepson argues that if 
his case succeeds, all parties 
- not just Labour - would be 
required to comply with the 
provisions of the Sot Discrim- 
ination Act in choosing Parlia- 
mentary candidates. 

This would prevent Conser- 
vative selection committees ask- 


ing women if they intend to have 
children and men if their wives 
would host tea parties. 

Mr Jepson has now applied 
fpr ntr mTnati an in Hayes and 

Hariington, where it was re- 
cently decided not to impose an 
all-women shortlist. 

The hearing continues. 


Main players in 
the case 
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You don’t have to be a Direct Line customer to apply. 


A cheaper mortgage, 
no legal fees 

and 20% off your 
buildings insurance. 

It must be Christmas. 


Typical Mortgage of £80«<K)0^^r^»yabie oveT 25 years (300 monthly pa y me n t s ). 
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How’s this for a Christmas 
present: If you call Direct Line 
(on one of the numbers below) 
before the end of January and 
complete the transfer of your 
existing mortgage to us using 

0181 649 9099 


LONDON 



(DIRECT LINE) 


MORTGAGES 


0161 831 9099 


MANCHESTER 


our solicitors package, we’ll pay 
your legal tees for you. Better 
still we also guarantee to save you 
20% on your existing buildings 
insurance. Call Direct Line now 
and have a happy Christmas. 

0141 221 9099 


GLASGOW 


CALL ANYTIME 8am to 8pm Monday to Friday and 9am to 5pm Saturday. Please quote ref. 1ND37 
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YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A 
MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT. 
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Inquiry into nuclear dump 
counts cost of Irish delay 


A change of tactics by the Irish 
government has put further 
pressure on the long-running 
inquiry into plans for a nuclear 
waste dump beneath west Cum- 
bria and almost certainly added 
to the multi-million pound bill 
for the taxpayer. 

The inquiry, now in its 13 th 
week, was expected to end by 
Christmas but could well run 
into February. If each day spent 
bearing evidence in the civic haQ 
at Geator Moor is taken as a 
day of delay in disposing of the 
nuclear industry’s waste, then 
the inquiry is costing £150,000 
a day, virtually all of it extract- 
ed from the public purse. 

Radioactive waste sufficient 
to cover a football pitch 40ft 
deep is at present stored above 
ground, two-thirds of it at 
British Nuclear Fuel’s SeO afield 
reprocesong plant, two miles 
from the dump site. 

The inquiry was ordered af- 
ter Cumbria County Council re- 
fused an application by UK 
Nirexto bund an underground 
laboratory near Gosfbrtfa on the 
edge of tire Lake District na- 
tional park. So far the delay bas 
set back Niro's timetable by 18 
months at a cost of some £50m 
in interest on loans. The earli- 
est waste from Sellafield could 
go into the repository is 2012. 

Meeting the latest target 
date assumes Nirex is success- 
ful in its inquiry appeal to build 
the laboratory (Rock Charac- 
terisation Eadlrty), the results 
show the rock is safe, and it then 
gets permission for the full 
repository - an issue which wiU 
inevitably spark another big in- 
quiry. Uncertainty over waste 
disposal has put a dampener on 
the Government's hopes of 


Stephen Goodwin reports on the mounting bills from 
hearing into Nirex’s plans to bury waste in Cumbria 



Waste not Sellafield reprocessing plant, Cumbria, present site of the Nirex waste 


raising £3 bn by priva tiring most 
of the nuclear power industry. 

Nirex’s costs account for by 
far the largest portion, ft is reck- 
oned to have spent up to £10m 
so far on the inquiry - from a 
top legal team to a dozen sup- 
port staff. Some £100,000 has 
been spent refurbishing an old 
mill as a modern office with 40 - 
people working there on the 
Nirex case. When the inquiries 
are over the bu&dmg will revert 
to the community. 

Cumbria County Council es- 
timates the cost to its charge 
payers at about £500,000. The 


council has one QC but also has 
to pick up the inquiry's day-to- 
day running costs. 

Copeland Borough Council 
has netted some £20,000 from 
its lease of the hall and offices 
to third parties arch as Green- 
peace and Friends of the Earth. 
Ironically, Copeland objects to 
Nirods plans. 

All the parties suspect they 
will be in the civic hall longer 
as a result of a change of plan 
by the Irish govemm en t, .which 
was due to give evidence last 
week. It appears the Irish have 
decided to upgrade their case 


and take on a Queen's Coun- 
sel They are now expected tc 
give evidence in the New Year. 

Dublin has consistently op- 
posed the expansion of nuclear 
facilities at Sellafield, re garding 
it has “part of an inexorable and 
increasing threat to public 
health, the environment and 
vital interests such as fishing, 
agriculture and tourism'*. 

By February the inquiry will 
have sat for 64 days - well off 
the 100 days for the Thorp 
reprocessing plant at Sellafield 
and 340 days on the SizeweD B 
nuclear power station. 


Major plans informal’ visit to Dublin 


COLIN BROWN 

John Major is expected to vis- 
it Dublin before Christmas for 
an informal meeting with John 
Bruton, the Irish Prime Muns- 
ter, to strengthen relations over 
the Anglo-Insh peace initiative. 

The two prime ministers re- 
mained at odds during their 
emergency summit in London 
over Britain's demand that the 


IRA should start disarming be- 
fore being admitted to all- 
party talks. 

Downing Street declined to 
confirm reports in Dublin that 
Mr Bruton had pencilled in 21 
December for a further meet- 
ing with Mr Major. The Prime 
Minister's office said they were 
likely to discuss Northern Ire- 
land in the margins of the 
Madrid summit later this week. 


However, Dublin sources 
confirmed that it was likely an 
informal pte-Christmas meeting 
would take place. As foe two 
prime ministers are unlikely to 
bridge their gap over the IRA, 
the meeting will be seen as a 
public relations exercise to 
demonstrate their determina- 
tion to remain united over the 
main thrust of the peace 
process, in spite of differences. 


The meeting is certain 
have a seasonal flavour, * 
both prime ministers seririn 
consolidate the peace at Chi 
mas. Mr Major is also fikef 
use the visit for some shopp 
in Dublin, but both know l 
the hard bargaining lies ah 
in the New Year, when the 
temational deco mmissi on 
body chaired by Sena 
George Mitchell reports bs 
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MICHAEL SHERIDAN 

y. Diplomatic Editor . 

France suspended its threat- 
ened but unspecified reprisals 


as intensive tailing tookplaee to 
achieve the release of two 
French pilots shot down over 
Bosnia in August 
^Intensive contacts are under 
way on the one hand with our 
allies, on the otherhand with 
Belgrade,” an aideto President 
Jacques Chirac said. “Under 
these conditkms, the decisions 
taken France will not be 
announced today.” 

The official spoke after Pres- 
ident Chirac held his second 
meeting of the day with his de- 
fence and foreign ministers on 
the fate of Captain Fr£d£ric 
Chiffot and lieutenant Jos£ 
Souvignet, whose Mirage 2000 

was shot down during Nato air 
raids over the Bosnian Serb 
stronghold of Pale on 30 August. 

France had brought enor- 
mous international pressure to 
bear on behalf of the two men. 
Nato had also launched at least 
three covert military missions to 
try to snatch the men back: 
The French government set 
a deadline of Sunday far the two 
to be returned or for precise in- 
formation to be delivered about 
their fate. When that passed, the 
United Stales and other West- 
ern allies renewed then- repre- 
sentations in Belgrade, fearing 
that public outrage in France 
could delay the signing of the 


EMMA DAIY . 

Mrkonic Grad 

British peace-keepers m Bosnia 
are mewing towards the front 
lines of northern Bosnia , to 
prepare fartheirreimrssancein 
10 days 1 time- as iaravily armed 
Nato troops on emission to en- 
force the Dayton peace plan. 
But with blue berets still in ev- 
idence, they are forced to stand 
by as local Croat forces torch 
and loot the towns surrendered 
to the Serbs under the 
Dayton pfan. 

In the past two weeks, around - 
60 per cent of bousing in -Spo- ; 
vo and about 30 per cent in 
Mrkonjic Grad, as wefl as^ at 
least four neighbouring vil- 
lages, have beenrazedby Bosn- 
ian Croat soldiers- after being 
stripped of stoves. fridges,fur- 
nitiire and other goods. Tbe lev- 
el of arsem has falLm.bm flames 
and smoke mark the latest tar- 
gets in the area; countless, oth- 
er houses are .roofless . and 
scorched. . 

“We immediately protested at 
the highest leveb to the [Bosn- 
ian Croat nulitia] that this was 
sending all the wrong s ignals ,” 


said Brigadier Andrew Dannat, 
the commander of British UN 
hoops, who will lead a British 
brigade in Nato's peace imple- 
mentation force (I-For).' The 
bunting began in earnest about 
10 daws ago - just after the sign- 
ing of the Dayton plan that will 
return the area to Serb control 
- but has diminished in intensi- 
ty since the British protests. 

However, a cloud of white 
smoko rose from a house on die 
hill overlooking Mrkonjic Grad 
on Sunday, while a building in 
Sipovo smouldered gently, its 
roof charred and caved in, just 
down the street from an HVO 
truck and a small group of 
soldiers. 

• Ominously, one main bridge 
into Mrkonjic Grad has been 
wired with explosives and is 
ready to blow. There seems to 
be very little battle damage in 
either town but dozens of build- 
ings are blackened by fire, dis- 
carded booty lies all around and 
limbers stand ready to help 
new' Mazes. The roots of this 
wanton destruction - pure spite 
-against the returning Serbs - can 
be sera nearby: the weed-filled 
shells of Muslim and- Croat 


for French pilots’ release 


Bosnia peace agreement in 
Fans on Thursday. 
•..Yesterday, afternoon the 
‘ Yugoslav defence minister, 
Payle Bulatovic, told a visiting 
Nato delegation he expected a 
“positive statement” on the pi- 
lots. Later, .the White House 
'Spokesman in Washington said 
the US was “very hopeful” that 
the men would soon be set free. 

On 5 September President 
Chirac said be held the Serbian 
leader Slobodan Milosevic re- 
sponsible for the pilots. Three 
covert helicopter rescue mis- 
sions were launched by Nato on 
6. 7 and 8 September to try to 
get them out. All three faitarf 
The Rareign Minister, Herv£ 
de Charette. then met his Ser- 
bian counterpart, Milan Mi- 
lutinovic, in Belgrade and 
demanded information about 
the men. The Serbian minister 
said he knew nothing..' When the 
two roet again at the UN in New 
York, Mr de Charette was giv- 
en the same brush-off. 

■ But on 28 September Paris 
Match magazine published pho- 
tographs proving the two men 
had been captured alive by the 
. Bosnian Serbs. Mr de Charette 
went back to Belgrade and took 
up the case with Mr Milosevic 
The French were further en- 
raged by the lies and evasions 
of the Bostian Serb leader, 
Radovan Karadzic. “He said 
first be didn’t know anything,” 
said a senior French official. 
“Then he said he knewwbo held 
them but he had no leverage. 


Then he d aimed that Muslim 
bandits had kidnapped them. 
Finally he said they were in the 
bands of freelance Serbs.” 
The French grimly linked 
every stage of their paxtidpation 
in the Bosnia peace process to 
the men's fate. “The French del- 
egate aL the Dayton, Ohio, 
talks raised the matter every day 

with each of the parties,” a 
French official said. “Later on 
we obtained commitments from 
all sides to do all they could. 
These were not honoured.” 
Last Wednesday President 
Chirac telephoned Mr Milose- 
vic and warned turn of “multi- 
ple consequences” if the men 
were not released. One day 
later the French Foreign Min- 
iary spokesman was authorised 
to threaten “consequences that 
would hit those Balding the 
men and those who had failed 
to honour their engagements”. 

On Friday Mr de Charette 
played his ace card, telling the 
52 countries and organisations 
at the London Conference that 
the. situation was “intolerable” 
and that France would reserve 
its freedom of action unless the 
men were freed by Sunday night 
So strong was the French 
statement that the US and its 
allies went into overdrive to 
manifest "solidarity" with the 
french. In Belgrade, the US 
special envoy and the British 
charge d’affaires added their 
voices to those urging Mr Milo- 
sevic to use his muscle with the 
Bosnian Serbs. 
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Cry freedom: Students demonstrating their support in Sarajevo yesterday for a united city 


Photograph: Danilo Krstanovic/Reuter 


prepare to 


houses burnt in the same way 
by Serbs earlier in the war. 

UN officials say they have no 
mandate to stop the vandalism, 
but are extremely concerned 
about the precedent set - es- 
pecially in the Serb-held suburbs 
of Sarajevo that are due to re- 
. vert to government rule next 
month. Still, the bunting and 
looting can be seen as a good 
omen for the British division of 
I-Fbn it is dear the Bosnian 
Croat militia does not intend to 
contest the Dayton demand 
that it withdraw from the area. 

Brig Dannat said the civilian 
Ctoat authorities are pulling out 
already. Some critics fear UN 
inaction over the Croat de- 
struction - especially in the 
case of troops who will merely 
switch their blue berets for 
green - risks consolidating the 
culture of compromise (some 
would say appeasement) that 
characterised the UN mission. 

The brigadier rejects such ar- 
guments. “I expect to have a to- 
tally different regime in a totally 
different environment after De- 
cember 19th,” he said. He is 
ready to use overwhelming 
force if the waning factions fail 


to comply with their Dayton 
obligations. 

“One would threaten and 
then use military force that 
would be extremely powerful," 
he said. “I’ll make it quite clear 
to the parties." 

Brig Dannat, who has had ex- 
tensive and, he says, effective 
conversations on the topic with 
Croat and Muslim commanders, 
is hoping to meet the Serb 
commander in Banja Luka soon 
to make the same point. His 
men are equally keen. 

“We should just drive straight 
through," muttered one sol- 
dier, stamping his feet against 
the cold at a Croat checkpoint 
ia Mrkonjic Grad that had 
found fault with the paperwork 
provided by a British convoy of 
Warrior armoured vehicles. 
They were sent back to a Croat 
base to discuss exactly how 
they would reach their desti- 
nation: a prospective base for 
British I-For troops in the town. 

The brigadier does not expect 
any such scenarios after 19 De- 
cember “Freedom of move- 
ment [for I- For | is not even a 
discussion topic.” he said. 
“There are no papers involved." 
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Alarming rise in child soldiers 


C3JENDA COOPER 

Children are becoming delib- 
erate targets of war, with more 
than 2 million killed in the last 
decade, 10 million severely 
traumatised and hundreds of 
thousands more involved in 
actual fighting, according to 
the United Nations Children’s 
Fund. 


Commemorating its 50th an- 
niversary, Utticef has launched 
a 10-point anti-war agenda, 
aimmg to reduce the impact of 
armed conflict on children. 

In its blest annual report. The 
Suae of the World's Children 
1996, it says: “It is the single 
characteristic of warfare in our 
time that children suffer most 
... The death and suffering of 
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children cannot be tolerated." 
The report was launched in 
London yesterday. 

Children have always been 
caught up in war but the dan- 
gers have been intensified. In 
the First World "Why rivflians ac- 
counted for 14 per cent of the 
victims. By the Second World 
War it was dose to 70 per cent 
and by 1990 almost 90 per cent 

In the last decade it is esti- 
mated that 2 million children 
have been (rilled, 4-5 mflliop dis- 
abled, 12imffioa made homeless, 
more than 1 millkm orphaned or 
separated from their parents 
aim some 10 million psycholog- 
ically traumatised. 

One of the roost disturbing as- 
pects of recent conflicts is the 
“frightening escalation" in the 
use of children as soldiers. In 1968 
alone 200,000 were fighting. 

In 1986, the Uganda Na- 
tional Resistance Army had 
3,000 child soldiers. In Liberia 
a quarter of combatants were 
children - 20,000 in all. And in 
Angola 7 per cent of children 
had fired at someone, accord- 
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ing to a 1995 survey. 

“Children have no place 
fighting in wars," Carol Bellamy, 
Unicers executive director, 
said. “Yet thousands, even hun- 
dreds of thousands ... do fight.” 
She called for an optional pro- 
tocol to the Convention on the 
Rights of the Quid raising the 
minimum age for military re- 
cruitment from 15 to 18. 
o The State of the World's 
Children 1996: unicet £5.95 
■ The Independent 's appeal to 
readers to support four chari- 
ties working to help child vic- 
tims of the wars in former 
Yugoslavia has so far raised a 
total of £58.000. has been do- 
nated so far. Readers can use 
the printed form left to donate. 





Title First naiae. 

OEA3 |J5£ a CO CAPIMIS 

SwaanK 


Data of birth 




Postcode 


Phone (hk. STD cede I Day. 




Date BfWrtlief the efatest person retpdringcoTCf 1 — : l_ — : — _J *2/- 

Cewerreqaireit: Sn^eG KarriedD Roily GSii^e parent fankyi — 1 

If you already have private medical insarance J : S: 

ptesss state renewal date : — l_J — : — ! — i — I 

Please post to (no stamp repaired) Prime Health limited, FBEEP0ST, 

SK 3042 StDcfcpert, Chestare SR2 6 V 6 . j^qq 945 ^ 

•-'"■'t \Vj s -: ■?' 1 -:- -f --r,' t--~ •" -.t 






i Crack open the bubbly ’ 


Being out of touch can seriousl)' 
burst your business bubbles. 
With Tone, Numeric or Message 
services, the 'BusinessReach' 
Business foging Netu'ork is one of 
the most cost effective forms mb 
of mobile communications £ 

on the market. 


And the subscription is lower than 
you’d imagine, from £4.99* per 
month, no matter how many times 
it’s used. So here’s to 

/ V r business success 
w fifr ihrough closer contaa- 
([ We just hope it won't go 
to your head. 


Work smarter not just harder 



"A- V-. 

■ ■ ■■1 •■s’.jx' - . 

... .,,f , -J — - ’ 



•. — • •sa**v-r ' ■ *. 


B7 «i ww-iou •• . 


CjII» lojdr w RKtr dvn?_-<1 as ikp locluwn- ■, VAT. 

•Tcmc Scrricv H » per ra«K. her cuinn-linp *ur.h £££•■ uilh : \ war <«0nwL 
K’lliiwl model: hleroir Tiid. HftfSlKI n»«uh. rtli otm#: B up |.' J 







12 


nSEEFENDENT * TUESOg 12 DECEMBER 1995 


international 


Austria’s hills are alive 
to the sound of money 


At first glance, Austria seems a 
leading candidate to participate 
in the single European curren- 
cy scheduled for launch in Jan- 
uary 1999. Austrians enjoy one 
of the world’s highest living stan- 
dard, inflation is low, and the 
schilling has remained fixed to 
the German mark for a decade 
while other European curren- 
cies have fallen by the wayside. 

Yet this happy picture is de- 
ceptive in several important 
respects. Austria’s government, 
a coalition of social democrats 
and conservatives, collapsed 
last October over how to reduce 
the budget deficit, forcing a gen- 
eral election next Sunday. 

Like a majority of European 
Union members, Austria faces 
a difficult battle to meet the 
1999 deadline and bring down 

its deficit to 3 percent of Gross 

Domestic Product, the level 
stipulated by the Maastricht 
treaty for countries hoping to be 
part of monetary union. Ac- 
cording to a study by economists 
at Salomon Brothers, Austria’s 
deficit will be 5.5 per cent of 
GDP this year - higher even 
than in France, where budget- 


In the first of a series, Tony Barber 
looks at problems posed by the EMU 


cutting measures have pro- 
voked widespread social unrest 

Moreover, Austria's public 
debt at a projected 68 per cent 
of GDP this year, is above the 
60 per cent required under the 
Maastricht terms. The 1999 
deadline means the next gov- 
ernment will have to make 
some fast and painful decisions 
if Austria is to qualify for mon- 
etary union. 

Wolfgang Schfissel, the 
leader of the conservative Peo- 
ple’s Party, insists that radical 
cuts in pensions and welfare 
payments are the only way for- 
ward. “I am not sure Austria can 
and will reach the criteria for 
monetary union,’’ he said. “That 
is the main reason we are 
having elections.” 

An attempt to introduce such 
cuts could have a significant im- 
pact on Austrian perceptions of 
the EU and on the domestic po- 
litical scene. Austrians voted for 
EU membership by a two-to- 
one majority in a June 1994 ref- 


erendum. but the honeymoon 
is definitely over. 

Recent polls suggest 60 per 
cent of Austrians now consid- 
er it was a bad move to join the 
EU. As for monetary union, 
54.5 per cent oppose giving up 
the schilling for the single cur- 
rency and only 38.6 per cent 
support it 

There is dearly a risk that 
these levels of disillusion and 
scepticism will rise if Austria’s 
□ext government imposes aus- 
terity measures that the gener- 
al public associates with an 
attempt to participate in mon- 
etary union. The most obvious 
beneficiary in political terms 
would be Jorg Haider, the far- 
right leader of the Freedom 
Party, who has denounced the 
planned single European cur- 
rency as a fraud. Support for Mr 
Haider’s party is naming at 
about 25 per cent, compared 
with 31 per cent for the Social 
Democrats and 30 per cent for 
the People’s Party. 



Striking background: Parisians getting a 
front of the Arc de Triomphe 


light to cross the Champs EJysees in 
Photograph: Lionel Cironneau/AP 



More soft contact lens wearers in the UK use Oxysepl than any other brand. The 
reasons why arc plain to see. 

First of all, Oxysept provides unsurpassed disinfection — its active ingredient 
3% hydrogen peroxide is the most effective contact lens disinfectant available, while 
its superior neutralisation leaves lenses feeling more comfortable. 

Used in conjunction with LC"d5 Daily Cleaner, Oxysept is an advanced care 
system for your soft contact lenses, which effectively kills the microbes which could 
cause eye infection. Prior to disinfection, simply rubbing your lenses with LC-65 
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ensures you eliminate all traces of dirt, grime and grit collected throughout the day. 
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what we leave out. You see, you’ll find no preservatives in any of the Oxysept range - 
ideal for sensitive eyes. 

If you’re looking for a safer, more effective way to take care of your 
contact lenses, ask your optician for the Oxysept range from Allergan World 
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to break 
deadlock 
over strikes 


m 

Why trust your eyes 
to anything but 

the best? 


STEPHEN JESS EL 

Paris 

Little progress toward ending 18 
days of strike chaos emerged 
yesterday from Alain Juppe’s 
talks with leaders of France's 
mam trade union organisations. 

’There is no way oat of the 
crisis for die moment,” said 
Louis Vlannet, head of the 
CGT federation, which includes 

many railwaymen who have 
spearheaded the strikes, after 
meeting the Prime Minister. 

Marc BlondeL leader of die 
Force OuvriSre grouping and 
one of the most bitter critics of 
Mr Juppe’s plan to reform the 
social security system, said be- 
fore his meeting with the Prime 
Minis ter that be was optimistic. 

Afterwards be said that he 
thought Mr Jupp£ was open to 
eventual negotiation but was 
counting on the strikes losing 
momentum. Mr Blondel said 
the fixing of a date for talks 
would be “the cherry on the 
cake”. The sooner there were 
“global negotiations, the soon- 
er there would be a global 
peace”, he added. 

FO had dropped its demand 
that Mr Jupp6 abandon his re- 
form plans, announced on 15 
November, before any talks 
could take place. 

Mr Juppe’s series of meet- . 
ings, which included one with 
Jean Gandois, the head of the 
employers’ federation, the 
CNPF, followed his announce- 
ment in a television interview on 
Sunday that he was ready to 
meet union leaders and take 
part in a “social summit on 
employment”. 

During the interview, be 
announced concessions largely 
aimed at the raflwaymen. These 
included the indefinite with- 
drawal of a new agreement be- 
tween the state and the railway 
system which, according to the 
unions, would have entailed 
line closures and job losses: a 
reaffirmation of the existing 
pension, arrangements for dri- 
vers, and the- suspension of a . 
committee set up to look at spe- 
cial pension arrangements for 
certain categories of workers. 

Mr Juppe said he was ready 
to talk about youth employment 
and the length of the working 
week. But he made it dear that 
there was no question of with- 
drawing his plan to reform 
social security. These proposals 
are to be introduced by decree 
although the opposition will 
bring forward a motion of cen- 
sure in the National Assembly 
today, in a vain attempt to stop 
that process. 


According to the govern- 
ment, the strikes are starting to 
fray at the edges. It said 3.5 per 
cent of public sector workers 
were on strike compared with 
18, 5 percent at the end of Iasi 
week. In the education sector, 
19 per cent of staff were on 
strike. 

But Paris and many other big 
cities are still affected by puts 
lie transport strikes. The Paris 
Metro and suburban RER sys- 
tems were closed and only one 
bus in 20 was running. Huge 
traffic jams again built up in and 
around the city. 

Toulouse, Marseilles. Bor- 
deaux, Lyons, Rennes and Avi- 
gnon were also hit in varying 
degrees. The railway system 
remained paralysed and postal 
services were again disrupted, 
even though the proportion of 
strikers was said to have fallen 
from 6 per cent last week to 4 
per cent yesterday. 



Louts Vlannet: ’No way out 
of the crisis' 

The CGT and FO unions, as 
well as a teachers' group, have 
called another day of action and 
demonstrations for today. No 
newspapers arc expected to ap- 
pear today. 

If the government needed a 
reminder of its unpopularity it 
came in the form of by-election 
reverses over the weekend. The 
government beld only two of the 
seven seats being contested. 
Four of the remaining five went 
to the Socialists and the fifth to 
another left-wing party, the 
Movement of Citizens. 

The loss of three of the five 
seats to the left had been pre- 
dicted, but the results in the oth- 
er two districts was a surprise. 
Ju one. President Jacques 
Chirac had won 61 per cent of 
the vote in the presidential 
election in May. 
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ssapre: Chief culprits behind slaughter of up to 2,000 students may soon be brought to justice 

of reckoning near after 15 years 
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®ng* was little known out- 
e K<rea; Mr Choi’s story ex- 
J-uvone of the reasons why. 
mve driving his cab, be was 
'policeman, and he found 
nself on duty in the city, a re- 





/onal capital in the far south- 
^est of Korea, on 18 May 1980. 
I The date has become 
infamous. The year before, 16 
years ago today, the then Gen- 
/cral Chun seized power in a mfl - 
• itary coop. Six months later, he 
suspended the National As- 
j scmWy. On 17 May, he declared 
.• martial law and immediately 
• started arresting political op- 
ponents. All over the country, 
there were protests and demon- 
strations, and nowhere was out- 
rage greater than in Kwangju. 

Rioting isvirtnaHy part oftbe 
university curriculum in South 
Korea, and the students who 
took to the streets knew what 
to expect untidy baton charges 
from the police; a few cases of 
concussion and broken arms. In- 
stead, and for reasons which are 
still unknown, they got the Spe- 
cial Vlferfare Command - crack 
troops, trained to repel a Com- 
. muirisi invasion. As a local po- 
liceman, Mr Choi was no 
sentimentalist when it came to 
unruly students. But even he 
could not believe what he saw. 

“The special army hadn’t', 
eaten since they came down 
from the north,” he said, and 
they were crazy by the time they 
arrived in Kwangju. Theywere 
given a drink,: and then they 
were srt loose 4 to kill thepeo- 
pic. just crush them like ffies.” 
A group of students raided an 
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Flashback: Student rioters with carbines and helmets abandoned by the police storm though Kwangju's streets in May 1980 Photograph: AP 


arsenal and started firing back. 
There were tanks, machine 
guns, and charges not with 
truncheons, but with bayonets. 
The killings continued, on and 
off, for i 0 days. The official 
crvffian death count was 193; but 
288 families were later com- 
pensated by the government, 
and unofficial estimates put 
the toil of dead and missing as 
high as 2,000. 

- Among Kwangju people, and 
the left-wing opposition to the 
generals, the events were as dev- 


astating and talismanic as those 
of Prague m 1968 or Peking in 
1989. But elsewhere, even in 
South Korea itself, the massacre 
was,for years, tittle more than 
a rumour, fttrtiy this was be- 
cause of fear many parents, it 
is said, took their dying children 
out of hospital, and buried 
them secretly, for fear of the 
reprisals that would be visited 
upon the families. 

But it was also because so 
many of the key witnesses, 
those groggy students Mr Choi 


saw being lifted into the vans, 
were never heard from again. 
On a hillside outside Kwangju 
is a cemetery where 130 of the 
victims are commemorated. 
Only 13 of the bodies buried 
there are identified, including 
two students who burned them- 
selves to death years later in 
protest at the Kwangju 
cover-up. 

If eveiything goes to plan, Mr 
Chun will be charged with the 
Kwangju murders some time in 
the next 10 days. He was ai- 



Today, four 
tickets for 
The Nutcracker 

I f you fancy a trip to the theatre. 

we would like to offer you the 
best seats in the bouse. All this week 
wc are giving you the chance to win 
top class tickets to shows ranging 
from opera to ballet to drama. 

Today you could win four lop 
price stalls tickets for English Na- 
tional Ballet’s production of The 
Nutcracker. The ballet, based on a 
tale by Hoffmann, is produced by 
Ben Stevenson and the enchanti- 
ng costumes and sets arc the work 
of designer Desmond Heeley. 

Heeley has created a Christinas 
tree that grows, a monster mouse 
with seven heads and a magic 
sleigh that transports Clara the 
young heroine to a land of flying 
pastrycooks. 

The prizewinner’s performance 
takes place at the Royal Festival 
Hall on Thursday 28 December, 
1995, and to be in with a chance of 
winning four stalls tickets, simply 
answer the following question. 

Question: 

Who composed the 
music for the ballet 
The Nutcracker? 


Then call 0891325528 

and leave your answer, name, ad- 
dress and daytime telephone num- 
ber. The winner will be chosen at 
random fr o m all correct answers re- 
ceived after the dosing date of mid- 
night Wednesday 13 December. 

Your call will last no longer than 
a minute. Calls cost 39p per minute 
cheap rate and 49p per minute at aD 
other times. Normal Newspaper 
Publishing rules apply, the Editor’s 
decision is final. There is no cash 
alternative. Sony, this competition 
is not open to readers in the Republic 
of Ireland. 

Fbr further details of this show 
- dates, times and 

prices - please call 

the booking office ENGLISH 
on 0171 960 4242. 


rested for questioning a week 
and a half ago, just before an- 
other ex-presidenl. Roh Tae 
Woo, also believed to have col- 
luded in the massacre, was 
charged with a massive bribery 
scandal. 

A special law, personally 
commissioned by President Kira 
Young Sara, is expected to be 
passed to allow their prosecu- 
tion; the Kwangju trial is to lake 
place next year and with mas- 
sive public support for the 
prosecution, there is little doubt 


Barnsley 

01226 77088Q 

Basildon 

01268 522288 

Basildon 
01268 288888 

Basingstoke 
01256 330333 

Brighton 
01273 606242 

Bury St Edmunds 

01284 763000 

Cambridge 
01223 462482 

Canterbury 

01227 780111 

Chelmsford 
01245 353906 

Chichester 
01243 771117 

Colchester 
01 206 369800 

Eastbourne 
01323 720200 

Fareham 
01329 825511 

Folkestone 
01303 259000 

Gloucester 
01452 502525 

Grays 

01375 396693 

Hartlepool 
01429 234566 

Heme! Hempstead 
01442 233003 

Horsham 
01403 260410 

Ipswich 
01473 215915 


about its outcome. But in 
Kwangju itself, the atmosphere 
is less than jubilant. “For 15 
years wc have waited for jus- 
tice." said a local journalist. 
“Now the politicians seem to 
think they can sort it out 
overnight." 

Kwangju today looks an un- 
likely symbol of" Korean mar- 
tyrdom - a featureless, untidy 
city of 1.3m people. But it epit- 
omises the greatest problem lac- 
ing Ihc country: regionalism. 
Divided from the Communist 


North by the Cold War, South 
Korea's provinces are beset by 
crippling interna) rivalries that 
out-strip all other ideological 
differences. 

Three of the last four presi- 
dents have come from the rival 
Kwongsang region, and it was 
to there, for years, that the lion’s 
share of Korea’s growing wealth 
was directed. “Even 200 years 
ago in ihc Yicho Empire. 
Kwangju was Siberia - this was 
where troublemakers from the 
capital were exiled," said Noh 
Dong Kyu, a hotelier who was 
beaten up during the 1 8 May in- 
eident. “We're proud to be 
known as Kwangju people. 
Even though we’ve been sup- 
pressed. we’ve survived each 
and every time." 

But despite being the fourth 
biggesL city, Kwangju ranks bot- 
tom in economic terms. Ironi- 
cally. the man most lc blame for 
the city's economic isolation also 
is its greatest source of pride - 
the leading opposition leader, 
Kim Dae Jung. In various 
political incarnations, Mr Kim 
has enjoyed local support as 
high as 90 per cent. But as a dis- 
sident and banc of successive 
presidents, he has sealed the 
city's reputation us an ungrate- 
ful trouble-maker. Recently, 
Kwangju has enjoyed a sudden 
upsurge of investment - mo- 
torways, a new port and airport 
- a transparent bid by the oth- 
er Mr Kim. the President, io 
make political inroads. 

To the cynical eye. this is also 
(he impulse behind the 
Kwangju inquiry'. To Kim Dae 
Jung, the failure of the gov- 
ernment to investigate the mas- 
sacre was worth countless votes. 
Even Kim Young Sam. a fellow 
liberal who sprang to power af- 
ter teaming up with lus former 
military enemies, declared the 
subject dead and buried after his 
election. Suddenly, though, he 
has grabbed the political foot- 
ball and run with it. The Pres- 
ident's insistence that only the 
most senior leaders will be 
prosecuted for the coup and 
massacre, has confirmed the 
suspicion of political 
expedience. 

“Just five or six convictions 
will not solve amihing," said Mr 
Noh. “The evil men we have al- 
ways known, but their orders 
were carried out by hundreds 
who are still hidden. They will 
be left there, behind the scenes, 
still in power, like a cancer eai- 
Ina awav from the inside. - 
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Washington 

The penal authorities in Utah 
have been thrown into panic by 
the request of a convicted killer 
to go before a firing squad, 
rather than undergo lethal in- 
jection, on his scheduled exe- 
cution day next month. 

Since Gary Gilmore earned 
his niche in history by telling a 
firing squad “Lei’s do it" at 
dawn on 17 January 1977. the 
four other L^tah "executions 
have been carried out by lethal 
injection. Not. however. John 
Albert Taylor, sentenced to die 
on 26 January for the 1 988 rape 
and murder of an 1 1-year old 
girl. 

Despite continuing to assert 
his innocence. Taylor aban- 
doned further appeals last 
weekend. He insists, however, 
on exercising the option al- 
lowed by Utah, alone among 
states, of the firing squad. “T 
don’t want to go flipping around 
like a fish out of water on that 
table," he is quoted as saying. 

The request has sent the 
state scrambling to comply. 
The former prison cannery’ 
building where Gilmore was 
shot, strapped in a leather of- 
fice chair in front of a bank of 
sandbags, has been demolished. 
There is no written protocol for 
the type of weapons to be used, 
the distance from the target and 
the required lighting condi- 
tions. Nor is it laid down how- 
members of the five-man firing 
squad will be selected, and 
where they will practice. 

“Weve "got a fair amount of 
work and not much lime." a 
prison spokesman said. “Its 
alw-ays been assumed that when 
it comes down to it. people 
would choose lethal injections 

Gilmore's execution, 3 chaot- 
ic. carnival-like event which in- 
spired Norman Mailer's book 
|ital]The Executioner's Song, 
marked the resumption of cap- 
ital punishment in the US after 
a 10-year hiatus. Since then 
there have been 311 execu- 
tions. an unpredented 54 ol' 
them in 1995 alone. America's 
iota! Death Row population 
stands at 3.U21. according to the 
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Six die in Madrid car-bomb blast 


ELIZABETH NASH 
Madrid 

A huge car bomb exploded in 
a working-class suburb of 
Madrid yeserday, killing six 
people and wounding at least 
IS, three seriously. The explo- 
sion caused extensive damage 
in a crowded area. It destroyed 
several nearby vehicles and 
narrowly missed a school bus 
full of children. 

The blast comes days before 
Europe's heads of government 
converge on the city for the Eu- 
ropean Union summit at the 
weekend. It follows the deaths 
on Sunday of two Basque po- 
licemen who were shot in the 
back in the Basque region of 
Guipuzcoa. The young man 
accused of their murder had ap- 
parently taken part in previous 
Eta assaults. 

One of the six victims of yes- 
terday’s attack died of his in- 
juries shortly after being taken 
to hospital. Another was an el- 
derly woman who was passing 
by. The four others who died 
were the occupants of the ve- 
hicle, which was destroyed: 
civilian drivers and mechanics 
employed by the navy. 

The Defence Minister, Gus- 
tavo Suarez Pertierra, who vis- 
ited the scene, described the 
attack as “useless" and “outra- 
geous”. The peipeuatore would 
not achieve their goals, be said. 

The events could not have oc- 
curred at a worse time for the 
government, which has been do- 
ing everything in its power for 
months to ensure that the Eu- 
ropean summit on Friday and 
Saturday passes off smoothly. 

The attack heightens fears of 
further violence by the Basque 
separatist group Eta, which last 
struck in Madrid in June when 
a policeman was blown up by a 
car bomb in the centre of the 
capital. The latest attack, like 
that in June, is attributed to 
Eta's Madrid command, 
whose structure the authorities 
acknowledge remains intact 


in April, the leader of the 
conservative opposition Popu- 
lar Party (PP), Jose Maria Az- 
nar, narrowly escaped death 
when 50kg of explosives de- 
stroyed the vehicle in which he 
was travelling. Only the strength 
of the armour-plating on Mr 
Aznar's car saved him. In Au- 
gust police foiled an Eta plot 
to kill King Juan Carlos near his 
summer palace on the island of 
Majorca. 

Unlike the long rapproche- 
ment that eventually brought 
peace between the British gov- 
ernment and the IRA, there has 
□ever been any official sugges- 
tion in Spain that Eta's armed 
struggle, the last home-grown 
guemlla war in Europe, could 
be ended by negotiation. In- 
deed, when a former secret se- 
curity chief was last week 
accused by Basque police of 
handing Eta a proposed plan for 
negotiation, ms alleged action 
was interpreted as an act of 
criminal folly. 

None the less, Spain's secret 
security services, capable of 
logging even the private tele- 
phone conversations of the 
king, have been incapable of 
preventing a stream of terror- 
ist attacks against carefully 
chosen political targets. 

At the weekend, Herri Bata- 
suna, Eta's political wing, elect- 
ed a new hardline leadership in 
accordance with what the par- 
ty called “the passing from the 
stage of resistance to a stage of 
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Slaughter in the suburbs: Police and firemen Inspect the devastation at the scene of the car bomb In Madrid 


Photograph: AP 


offensive . 

Yesterday’s attack brings to 
13 the number of people lolled 
by terrorists this year. The first 
attack was in January when a 
policeman was shot dead in Bil- 
bao. Ten days later, the PP 
leader in the Basque country, 
Gregorio Ordonez, was shot 
dead in a San Sebastian restau- 
rant. In the most recent attack 
before yesterday’s, an army 
captain was seriously wounded 
in a car bomb attack on 10 No- 
vember; both his legs were 
amputated. 


Peking promises ‘open’ trial for Wei Jing 


Peking — China's definition of 
“open" and “public” will be put 
to the test tomorrow when the 
country's most famous pro- 
democracy dissident, Wei Jing- 
sheng, goes on trial at Peking’s 
No 1 Intermediate People’s 
Court accused of trying to over- 
throw the government, writes 
Teresa Poole. 


There was considerable scep- 
ticism yesterday when the 
court's spokesman, Chen 
Xiong, said proceedings would 
be “open to the public” - and 
started taking applications from 
foreign journalists for a seat at 
the trial. By the end of the day, 
it was still unclear whether the 
government was about to break 


with precedent. 

Political trials in China are 
routinely held behind dosed 
doors, with only dose family 
members of the accused al- 
lowed to attend, and hand- 
picked observers to fill the 
courtroom - conditions which 
China describes as “open”. Mr 
Chen, after first saying that Mr 


Wei's trial would be open to 
Chinese people, later derided 
that locals also had to apply to 
attend 

Some indication of the qual- 
ity of Chinese justice was given 
by Mr Chen’s description of the 
current “investigative phase”. 
He explained- “Before the open 
hearing, the court interrogates 


the defendant and then inves- 
tigates whether the charges put 
forward by the procuraiorate 
are true.” 

The trial win open at 9am, 
and Mr Wei, in detention since 
April 1994 after meeting a US 
government human rights offi- 
cial, could be sentenced the 
same day. 


Hotpot king cooks up a fortune in China’s backwater 


TERESA POOLE 
Yinchuan City 

“I don't like to go to the south 
of China, because I feel unbal- 
anced when 1 come back to 
Ningxia,” said Liu Debua, who 
has just returned from a trip to 
the Special Economic Zone in 
Shenzhen, bordering Hong 
Kong. “You see how advanced 
they are, and when you come 
back to Ningxia, everything 
looks wrong in your eyes. 

“The government should 
now shift attention to the north- 
west of China, otherwise it will 
be loo late," he added. “At the 
moment, the difference be- 
tween inland and coastal areas 
of China is, maybe, 50 years.” 

Mr Liu, 52, is uo scrounger. 
He is one of the biggest private 
businessmen in one of China’s 
poorest provinces. His hotpot 
restaurant in Yinchuan Citv, the 


provincial capital of Ningxia, is 
packed. He has just imported 
30,000 ducks from neaiShang- 
hai to set up the biggest duck- 
egg production facility in the 
north-west His family is set tling 
into their new lm yuan 
(£80,000) house. 

His is a rare character in in- 
land China, a restless self-made 
man and a Communist Party 
member with an appetite for 
risk, whose expressive hands 
never stop moving as he de- 
scribes his latest business plan. 

Toasting our health with 
Ningxia’s best red wine, he says 
frankly: “The senior leaders in 
the north-west - their minds are 
not liberated." 

Bora in Yinchuan, Mr Liu lib- 
erated himself from the state 
system in 1987. The son of a rev- 
olutionary martyr lolled by the 
Nationalist Kuomintang in 
1947, he says he “was very, very 


naughty” as a child and left be- 
fore finishing middle school. He 
started his stale-sector career as 
an electrician, then became a 
truck driver and in 1975 joined 
a collective clothing factory. 

At the factory he took con- 
trol of the vehicle repair shop 
and quickly turned in a profit for 
the collective. On the side, he 
set up a private vehicle- 
interior fitting shop and by 
1988 he had emnqjb cash to buy 
the Delonglou (virtuous, thriv- 
ing) building where his restau- 
rant opened the foUomngyear. 

Mr Liu’s empire now in- 
dudes a petrol station, a soimd- 
aod-lighc equipment business 
and foe most ambitious venture 
so far - all those ducks, with a 
predicted daily production of 
26,000 eggs. 

“1 always think, why do I work 
so hard? My hair went white; it 
used to be black. In the past I 


was an extremely open person, 
1 had a lot of hobbies, playing 
musical instruments and 
singing, swimming, skating. 
Now 1 have abandoned ail ray 
hobbies,” he exclaimed, with afl 
the theatricality of a former 
singer in a Cultural Revolution 
state entertainment troupe. 

In 1969, his was the first pri- 
vate restaurant in Ningxia and, 
with a capadty for 250, it » stfll 
the biggest As Mr Liu knows, 
the remote Ningxia Hui Au- 
tonomous Zone is more than, a 
decade behind much of China 

Deng Xiaoping’s “reform and 
opening” policies. Many of 
Ningxia's 5 million people still 
live below the poverty line. The 
province, a 24-hour train ride 
from Peking, is drought-strick- 
en, a majority of its big state in- 
dustries are loss-making, and 
most of its old-fashioned cadres 


are not equipped to drag 
Ningxia into the 21st century. 

Somewhat belatedly, China’s 
central government is now 
concerned at the huge wealth 
gap between the coastal and 
inland regions, the legacy of 
geographical inequalities plus 15 
years of policies whkh favoured 
already fast-growing regions. 
The recently agreed Ninth Five 
Year Plan (1996-2000) is de- 
signed to redress the imbalance, 
but the details are still scarce. 

Yuan Erzhuo, of Ningxia’s 
provincial Economy Commit- 
tee, admits the average annual 
income of Ningxia’s state en- 
terprise workers is less than 
3,000 yuan (£240) compared 
with more than 8,000 yuan in 
Shanghai Mr Yuan says the new 
Five Year Ran specifies that 6bn 
yuan (nearly £500m) will be 
spent on modernising the best 
of Ningxia’s state-owned 


enterprises. The only problem 
is that 60 per cent of this is sup- 
posed to be borrowed from 
toe credit-squeezed banks. 

Yet in Mr Liu’s restaurant, 
which caters for Ningxia’s Hui 
MosGms by serving lamb instead 
of pork, toe tables are full of 
(mostly male) locals for whom 
He is improving, even if they are 
not in the same world as Shen- 
zhen. Poverty is relative m Chi- 
na. Yinchuan now boasts 

stores and dozens oFbustli^ 
private restaurants to compete 
with Mr Lin’s. “Since 1990, 
private business has got off toe 
ground in Ningxia,” he said. 

Are his three children fol- 
lowing in their father’s foot- 
steps? Far from it Two are in 
government office jobs, and 
the third has just finished three 
years in toe army: “My children 
are not as open-minded as me.” 
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There is more to it than that 
“I have experienced a lot since 
1958, and who knows what toe 
future will be?” he said. “The 
government jobs are safe and 
reliable, tbougb the salary is low. 
In toe future, if there are prob- 
lems, I will have to shoulder 
those problems alone.” 


diate response Lm the our 
MP Tam DafyeLtfra sthe 
Government migr havude 
the move to foresn potaDy 
embarrassing Libv, ces- 
sions over the LockW th- 
ing of Pan Am flighty 

Mr Dalyell is to as&hn- 
jar about the decision YFg 
Minister’s question tw, 
Thursday. “I would likw. 
quite certain that the exrai 
has nothing to do wun 
pressure toe Foreign Off* 
under to have the Lockerbit 
al of the two alleged Libyan l, 
peels in Scotland, and i 
danger, from their viewpoint, 
Libyan agreement to a tr. 
there,” he said yesterday. 

Two alleged Libyan agen 
have been charged by Scottis 
law authorities with placing . 
bomb aboard Flight 103 in De- 
cember 1988. Libya refuses to 
hand them over, saying they 
cannot receive a fan: trial in 
Britain or toe United States. 
The UN has imposed sanc- 
tions to compel Colonel 
Gaddafi to yield the men. 

Mr Dalyell and other critics 
contend the Government is 
engaged in a cover-up to pul all 
toe blame for Lockerbie on 
Ubya. “The last thing toe 
British government wants is a 
trial .in this country at which 
their bluff could be drawn,” Mr 
Dalyell said. 

Ministers deny there is any 
truth to Mr Dalyell’s suspi- 
cions and say they would wel- 
come a trial m Scotland. There 
was no connection between 
yesterday's emulsion and 
Lockerbie, officials said. 

The Foreign Office said it 
s umm oned the Saudi Arabian 
ambassador, whose country 
protects Libyan interests in 
Britain, to tell him the diplomat, 

| Khalifa Ahmed Bazelya, was to 
. leave London by 25 December. 
It said Mr Bazelya had en- 
gaged in “activities incompati- 
ble with his status”, the usual 
language for espionage or 
criminal behaviour. 

Security sources said the en- 
voy had engaged in surveil- 
lance of Libyan opposition 
figures in London. They ruled 
oot any connection to the recent 
murder of a dissident Ali 
Mehmed Abuzeid, 55, found 
stabbed to death in his west 
London shop on 26 November. 

Britain is represented in 
Tripoli by two diplomats who 
work at the Italian embassy. The 
Foreign Office said there would 
be no justification for any rec- 
iprocal measures against them. 


2 FOR 1 AUDIO 
BOOKS OFFER 

With the ^INDEPENDENT 


— If the prelude to Christ- 

mas becomes too much, 
■Wj why not escape with a 
■AMf tape? W 2 have teamed up 

with HarperCollins to 
rnllfn, offer readers toe chance 
—- ■■I to buy up to 20 “talking 
books” on a two for the price of one 
basis. 

The 20 titles, listed on this page, 
range from toe epic romance of Paster- 
nak’s Doctor Zhivago to the masterful 
satire of Evelyn Vihugh’s Scoop. The 
books are read either by toe authors or 
by actors, including Paul Scofield. 
Simon Callow, Frances Tbmelty and 
Bob Peck. 

Scofield, for instance, gives vibrant 
life to the obsequious Uriah Heep and 
the pathetically optimistic Mr Micaw- 
ber m a masterly reading of Dickens’ 
David Copperfield. 

Another classic given a powerful 
treatment is Emily Bronte’s tale of pas- 
sion, obsession, cruelty and revenge, 
Withering Heights. It is read here by 
Martin Stow. 

A foil-cast performance of The Cru- 
cible, lead by Sluart ftuikrn and Jerome 
Dempsey, does more than justice to 
Arthur Miller's tale of madness, bigotry 
and persecution during the Salem witch 
hunts, lb obtain your two audio bods 
for die price of one you must collect 
four differently numbered tokens from 
the seven we are publishing. 


The third token is published today 
and we will print an order form in 
tomorrow’s Independent and again on 
Saturday. 

When you have collected four 
tokens, you may order as many audio 
books as you wish, in multiples of two. 
The cost per pair of titles is £7.99. 

When ordering, please allow 28 days 
for delivery on receipt of your order. 
The offer closes 12 January 1996. Pho- 
tocopies of tokens are not acceptable. 
If you have any queries, please call the 
HarperCollins Audio Books Helpline 
on 01442 S24141. 

Note: Each audio rape, apart from 
The Hobbit, is worth £7.99 and 
contains two cassettes. The Hobbit com- 
prises four cassettes and is vronh £15.99. 

If you order The Hobbit it counts os TWO 
books. 
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TOKEN THREE 


AUDIO BOOKS ON OFFER 


1 Thomas Hardy, Tees of the dUriMrvflles, 
read by Peter Firth 

2 Tom Sharpe, Porterhouse Blue, 
read by David Jason 

3 Edna O’Brien, Time and Tide, 
read by Frances Tometty 

4 Patricia D Cornwell, All That R em ains, 
read Kate Burton 

5 Ruth Renddl. The Speaker Of Mandarin, 
read by George Baker 

6 EmUy Bronte. Wuthering Haights, 
read by Martin Shaw 

7 Joseph Conrad, Victory, 
read by Simon CaSow 

8 Charles Dickens. David Copperflcld. 
read by Paul ScofleW 

9 Graham Greene, Stamboul Train, 
read by Roddy McDowell 

10 Harriet Beecher Stowe, Unde Tom's 

Cabin, read by Ricco Ross 

11 Arthur MiUer, The CnicWe, 
performed tv Stuart Rankin. Jerome 
Dempsey & Cast 

12 Sons Pasternak. Doctor Zhivago, 
read by Bob Peck 

13 James Joyce. A Portrait Of The Artist 

As A Young Man, read by John Lynch 

14 D H Lawrence, Women In Love, 
read by Jennie Linden 

15 Mark Twain, the Adventures of Yam 
Sawyer, read by Mice McShane 

IS Evelyn Waugh, Scoop, 
read by Tony Britton 

17 Robert Louis Stevenson. Kidnapped, 
read by David Rintouf 

IS T S Biot, reading The Wasteland, Four 
Quartets & Other Poems 

IS Dylan Thomas. Reading Ms Poetry 

20 J R RtblWen.Ths HobWt, 
read fay Martin Shaw 
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|iaiti elections: As polling day approaches, even the police must be protected by UN troops 
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HL DAVISON 

eSoleii, Haiti 

- tis Max Vital, the police 
■■. wnteofrr, stood almost to 
ention as he toldnsthat his 
:n were outnumbered by the 
d guys in his precinct, the sub- 
man slum district of Cite 
IcQ outside Haiti's capital, 
rt-au-Prince. 

He stood because there were 
chairs in the bare, stone- 
ored “office", little bigger 
an a public toiiet booth; to 
ention, because he was dear- 

proud to be at the head of 100 
-*n at the age of 24. 

Because ofthis seething slum 
y’s reputation as a centre of 
dence, political and otherwise, 
r Vital is an important mem- 
r of the new, US-trained, 
aitian National Police, formed 
ider President Jean Bertrand 
ristide to replace the rfread- 
I military-led police force of 
rmer years. 

His preoccupation is thepos- 
pility of armed anarlre by a 
iadowy new group called the 
nn£e Rouge (Red Army) in 
is “city" of 200,000 souls, on 
aid's presidential election day 
i Sunday. The well-armed 
■oup - most foreign observers 
ased here prefer to call them 
gang - is thought to have pro- 
ved a series of incidents in re- 
:nt weeks, ind uding an attack 
n the police station late last 
KJirth which freed seven Red 
•rmy prisoners and forced Mr 
Ital and his men to flee. 

They returned, looking as 
gmfied as they could under the 
ircumstances, at dawn last 
riday, but only under the 
rotection of several platoons 
f US and Bangladeshi sol- 
id's from the United Nations 
eace- keeping force which has 
inged the building ever since, 
long with the barbed wire. 

Mr Vital, in a tennis shirt and 
due jeans, said his men coriJd 
Rm) Airnvwiilfthe'' 
lelp of their UN friends. Bat 
vhat wiB happen afifir 29 Feb- 
ruary next year, when '.the UN 
Inx^ate due topuB out, is an- 
other question.Tbe US and its 
allies are discussing leaving be- 
hind some soldiers and police 
officers to bolster security after 
the scheduled departure date. 

In the meantime, the main 
preoccupation here is whether 
the Red Army, or other newly 
blossomed groups such as the 
Saddan Hussein faction in the 


north of the country, will at- 
tempt to disrupt Sunday’s elec- 
tion to replace Mr Aristide. 
With US troops moving into 
Bosnia, the possibility that 2^00 
American troops could be 
sucked in and forced to stay on 
in Haiti is one that President B£B 
Clinton cannot relish. 

Most foreign observers here 
do not take the new groups par- 
ticularly seriously, but concede 
that they may be revamped 
versions of earlier mflftia<c l dis- 
mantled after last year’s US mil- 
itary intervention, and could 
prove disruptive. 

"The Red Army is a revolu- 
tionary group, 1 ’ said Mr Vital, 
confirming its existence to the 
media for the first time. “If they 
were oldTbntons Macau tes, we 
would know who they are," he 
added, referring to the feared 
militiamen who terrorised the 
population under the Duvalier 
dynasty, “We estimated there 
are 200 of them in Cit£ SoleO, 
scattered in small cells.” 

“We think they’ve come from 
various political groups and 
are essential^ mercenary,” Mr 
Vital added. “They’re danger- 
ous only if they can bring the 
people with them, and here the 
people are against them. They 
may be weij-anned . . . but we 
have the spirit to defeat them.” 

Because Cite Soleil is a 
swarming, stinking mass of 
shanty homes, rubbish dumps, 
.sewers, humans and animals. 


malting it easy for gunmen to 
fire and disappear, Mr Vital’s 
men do not venture out on foot 
They use unmarked, pickup 
trucks, often accompanied by 
jeeps packed with UN troops - 
usually ffomThiitl World coun- 
tries such as Bangladesh, who 
are welcomed, more warmly 
than Americans or Europeans. 

Outside the police station. 
Chief Inspector Adi Hirner of 
the Austrian police, an adviser 
with the UN force, told us: “I 
mi nk everybody’s a bit nervous 
about the elections. A lot de- 
pends on Aristide, what he tells 
his people," He noted that the 
so-called Interim Police Force 
set up by Mr Aristide as a tran- 
Shiopasy force, and. still in- 
cluding militaiy personnel, had 
not yet been disbanded despite 
a presidential decree last week. 

Commenting on the new 
Haitian police force, Mr Hith- 
er said: “There are some good 
officers, and some bad, as in any 
police force." 


IX BRIEF 


Ebola fever outbreak feared in Liberia 

Genera — A medical team that crossed mto Liberia to investi- 
gate s possible outbreak of ebola fever, has discovered four more 
suspected cases, the World Health Organisation announced. The 
five-member team visited the home of a 25-year-old Liberian 
refugee who was confirmed cm Friday as having the highly con- 
tagious virusThey found two men sick wth fever and extreme 
fatiaie, possible early signs of ebola infection. They have been 
solaled in their home, WHO said. Another woman in the bouse 
sheen hospitalised in the Ivory Coast with symptoms similar 


i as i 


? ebola fever. 


AP 


’apandreou takes a turn for the worse 

tbens — Premier Andreas Papandreou's health a g a in worsened 
id a new infection forced doctors to place him on a respirator. 
iViu must understand that when a man has a fever ana is put 
i u respirator it means the situation is dangerous," Doctor Dim- 
is Vlachakos said. Mr ffepandreou developed a fever in the ear- 
afternoon which “is indicative of an infection.” AP 

5 bids to revive Israel-Syria peace talks 

■ehmftnn — President BiUGUoton said he was sending the Sec- 
arv of Slate, Warren Christopher, .to the Middle East to re- 

• icace talks between Israd and Syria. Mr Clinton made ibe 
iroKcraein after talks at foe White House with the Israeli Prime 
nisier Shimon Peres. He said he had also talked by telephone 

* the Strian President Hafez al-Assad. Mr Christopher was 

depart on Thursdav for the Middle East after attending the 
faiiapeace accord signing in Paris. Peuur 

lirfsts die in police car-chase ramming 

Troa. Florida —Two Germans visiting anaapaintance were 
Swbebibeir car was rammed by a car fleeing from police. 
.C2r40 and Markus Rossknecht, died momCTts after the 
on Sunday- said a police spokesman. The German 

ronals were residents of Spain. 

fw twist to Russian democracy 

-v-«Tw a candidate for parliament said he w» approached 

a chance to have Jus opponents 
w^an offer he said a man who identified 

pic^™p!ed.Grgoi> ^ -special actions" to eliminate 
nich as Y»‘J> a new Duma, or low- 

that *e offermduded 

. 1 cost ranged fow S / -000 (£4.bWj ^ 

■_ it bomb attack. 

Ikfit clerii «fies after copycat fire attack 

CrerK EX chum- token booth clerk who was se- 
NYwk — * A ® ac t ^ a t copied a scene m a 

vhr bunted fa* said. Harvev Kaufman, 50. 

■ . nKoBywood film has ^^fhkbodv on 26 November when 
. Wd over 70 W WSSiw £ at a subway sra- 

■ usxn poured ham? ^ ™i^M^5?Kauftnan was tra^jed 
7 tjand ienjUrJ iL causing an exploaM- ^ the 

: y ijSRcto said the taadm mirrored see ^ 

. JSfcwy 



Popular support: Ren4 Preval takes the stage at a rally in Haiti. He is expected 
Aristide, the island's first democratically elected President in next Sunday's vote 


to succeed Jean Bertrand 
Photograph: AP/Dan»el Morel 


Africans block 
Nigeria boycott 


ROBERT BLOCK 

Johannesburg 

President Nelson Mandela 
failed yesterday to rally south- 
ern African leaders to his cam- 
paign to punish Nigeria's 
miliiarv regime for last month's 
execution' of nine minority 
rights activists. 

A meeting in Pretoria of the 
representatives of the 12- mem- 
ber Southern Africa Develop- 
ment Community (SADC) 
backed international efforts to 
push Nigeria towards democ- 
racy but refused to take an ini- 
tiative of its own. 

The SADC leaders said it 
would be -unwise” for any of 
them to make individual poli- 
cy statements on Nigeria. 

Mr Mandela had called the 
meeting under the pretense of 
reviewing Commonwealth ini- 
tiatives to force democratic 
change in Nigeria. But accord- 
ing to government sources, he 
really wanted to galvanise 
regional support for his call to 
boycott Nigeria’s oil exports. 

But such a development was 
unlikely after the US Vice- 
President. A1 Gore, appeared 
non-committal about Mr Man- 
dela's campaign during an of- 
ficial visit last week, in a further 
setback, the Secreurv-Gcneral 


of the Organisation of African 
Unity lOAU), Salim Ahmed 
Salim, said on Friday that he did 
not support a campaign lo 
isolate Nigeria. 

The United States, the Eu- 
ropean Union and some 
African countries have imposed 
an arms embargo on Nigeria 
and withdrawn ambassadors, 
but only Germany and France 
are sympathetic to Mr Man- 
dela’s call for an oil embargo. 

Faced with such overwhelm- 
ing opposition, Mr Mandela 
sought to dispel the impression 
thaf sanctions were on the agen- 
da of yesterday’s meeting. 
When asked if he was still pur- 
suing his call for action against 
Nigeria. Mr Mandela replied: 
“All possible options are not ex- 
cluded. . .any such options must 
be through the [Common- 
wealth] structure.” 

The Commonwealth has cho- 
sen a committee of eight mem- 
ber states, including South 
Africa, to look at ways to foment 
democracy in Nigeria. 

The SADC meeting had been 
billed as a su mmi t, but only five 
of the body’s 12 heads of state 
turned up. Only Zimbabwe, 
Namibia. Botswana and Malawi 
were represented at the highest 
level, while the others sent 
lower-ranking officials. 
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obituaries / gazette 


Sir Charles 
Evans 


When Edmund Hillary and 
Sherpa Tenzing reached the 
summit of Mount Everest on 29 
May 1953, shortly before noon, 
Charles Evans was recovering 
from an attempt to reach the 
top a few days earlier. On 26 
May, In company with Tom 
Bourdillon. another redoubt- 
able mountaineer, Evans had 
reached a point barely 300ft 
from the 29.029ft peak in what 
came to be known as the first 
assault the expedition made 
on the mountain. 

The pair were on the South 
Summit and the ultimate peak 
was clearly visible. But they cal- 
culated that the oxygen in their 
cylinders was about to run out 
and that there was too little day- 
light to reach the top and de- 
scend safely. Wisely, they 
turned back; the information 
they supplied to Hillary and 
Tenzing proved invaluable. 

As the expedition's deputy 
leader and quartermaster Evans 
made an enormous contribu- 
tion. He was a courageous man; 
during the approach march to 
the mountain he narrowly es- 
caped death when the undertow 
of a river dragged him down and 
threw turn against submerged 
rocks. But he fought his way to 
safely. 

Evans was trained as a sur- 
geon and later became Princi- 
pal of the University College of 
North Wales, Bangor. Howev- 
er he will be particularly re- 
membered for his contribution 
to the exploration of the high 
places. 

One of a small group of 
promising climbers immedi- 
ately after the Second World 
War, he made three visits to 
Nepal in the yeais preceding the 
conquest of Everest. In 1950 he 
took part in an attempt on An- 
napurna, reaching a height of 
24,000ft. He was a key member 
of a party which attempted 
Deo Tlbba in 1951 and in 1952 
he climbed with Eric Shipton on 
Cho Oyu. The Everest expedi- 
tion, an achievement which set 
the seal on Coronation Year, 
stands out as one of Evans’s 


greatest achievements. However 
to many he eclipsed that in 1955 
when he led a successful assault 
on Kangchenjunga, the third 
highest Himalayan peak, which 
was climbed for the first time. 
The su mmi t, said by the people 
of Sikkim on whose border it 
stands to be inhabited by gods, 
was never actually attained. 
Evans had given an undertak- 
ing to Pandit Nehru, the Indi- 
an prime minister, that the 
sacred spot would not be des- 
ecrated. He promised not to 
climb beyond a point five feet 
short of the summit — a position 
from which the top could have 
been reached with ease. 

Evans was bom in the village 
of Derwen in North Wiles a few 
days before the end of the Fust 
World Wbr. He was educated at 
Shrewsbury School and Uni- 
versity College, Oxford, where 
he read Medicine. After qual- 
ifying in 1943 he joined the Roy- 
al Army Medical Corps and was 
posted to the Far EasL During 
his service he was mentioned in 
dispatches and acquired an 
abiding interest in the 
Himalayas. 

On demobilisation in 1947 be 
became surgical registrar at 
Liverpool Regional Hospitals. 
After the Kangchenjunga tri- 
umph of 19S5 be undertook a 
number of other Himalayan 
climbs but his physical abilities 
began to diminish and when 
multiple sclerosis was diag- 
nosed his career as one of the 
world’s leading mountaineers 
drew to a close. 

The high places were denied 
to him, but he regularly at- 
tended the reunions of the 
Everest expedition held every 
five years at the Pen-y-Gwryd 
Inn which nestles on the slopes 
of Snowdon and was the head- 
quarters for the expedition's ini- 
tial preparations. The inn with 
its showcase of Everest memo- 
rabilia and a panelled “Everest 
room” is a Mecca for climbers 
and those who continue to mar- 
vel at one of the 20 th century’s 
most inspiring feats. 

In 1957 Evans, a native 



Evans (left) with Tom BounjBUon, on Everest, 1953 Photutflaph: Alfred Gregory/ Royal Geographical Society 


Welsh- speaker, became Princi- 
pal of UCNW, Bangor. He 
fought his disability with 
courage but eventually was 
forced to take to a wheelchair. 
Bangor was not the most placid 
of colleges. There were tensions 
between Welsh -speaking stu- 
dents and their monoglot class- 
mates. In February 1978 the 
Welsh speakers invaded Evans’s 
office, superglued lecture-room 
locks and occupied part of the 
campus, which overlooks the 
Menai Straits. The occupiers 
said they were concerned at 
plans to expand student num- 
bers which they claimed would 
hasten the “Angbasation" of the 
college by attracting more non- 
Welsh speaking undergradu- 
ates. A few days later the files 
of 3,000 students disappeared 
and some were later found by 
police in a public lavatory at Di- 
nas Dinlle, a village on the 
coast 15 miles away. 


Evans’s leadershit 
lioned by some of his staff. In 
1979 Dafydd Wigley, the Plaid 
Cymru MP for Caernarfon, 
called on the then Education 
Secretary Shirley WQUams to in- 
stitute a public inquiry into the 
running of the college, but 
eventually fences were mended. 
Evans retired in 1984. 

He achieved a string of hon- 
ours stretching back more than 
40 years. He was appointed 
Hunterian Professor by the 
Royal College of Surgeons in 
1953 and for three years served 
as president of the Alpine Club. 
He was awarded the Cullum 
Medal of the American Geo- 
graphical Society in 1954, the 
Livingstone Medal of the Scot- 
tish Geographical Society in 
1955 and the Founder’s Medal 
of the Royal Geographical So- 
ciety in 1956. The author of 
three books - Eye on Everest 
(1955), On Climbing (1956) and 


Kangchenjunga - the untrodden 
peak (1956), he was knighted 
in 1969. His wife, Nea, 
also achieved success as a 
mountaineer. 

Tony Heath 


Robert Charles Evans, surgeon, 
mountaineer and university ad- 
ministrator ban Derwen, North 
Wales 19 October 1918; Surgical 
Registrar United Liverpool Hos- 
pitals and Liverpool Regional 
Hospitals 1947-57; Hunterian 
Professor, Royal College of Sur- 
geons, England 1953; Deputy 
Leader. Ml Everest Expeditio n 
1953; Leader, Kangchenjunga 
Expedition 1955; Principal, 
University College of North 
Wales, Bangor 1958-84; Vice- 
Chancellor, University of Wales 
1965-67, 1971-73; President, 
Alpine Club 1967-70; Kt 1969; 
married 1957 Nea Morin (three 
sons); died Deganwy, North 
Wales 5 December 1995. 


Mikki Doyle 


Mikki Doyle was theWfemen’s 
Editor of \hc Morning Star in the 
days when it had one. “When 
the feminist movement darted 
the Women’s Page was foil of 
the usual shopping, fashion and 
cosmetics crap," she said. “We 
got rid of all that." She waged 
a campaign for women on the 
paper and raised the conscious- 
ness of her male colleagues to 
introduce issues of interest to 
women in its pages. She was de- 
termined to get the women’s 
page out of the ghetto. 

Doyle was an important par- 
ticipant in founding Women in 
Media, an organisation which 
had a lasting effect on contem- 
porary journalian. Her dose re- 
lationships with “female 
comrades" as she put it, rang- 
ing from the radical Guardian 
journalist Jill Tweedie to the de- 
vout Catholic the Marchioness 
of Lothian, was typical of her ca- 
pacity to “embrace everyone 
with a good heart". 

Mikki Doyle was born Miri- 
am Lcvcnlhal in 1916 in New 
York, of East European Jewish 
parents. Her father, a formi- 
dable pool player, worked on 
the Soda I- Democratic Jewish 
daily the Forward. 

The family was the training- 



Doyle: practical feminism 

ground for debate when the 
young Mikki became influenced 
by Communists and took her 
views home to her father. Her 
conversion came about when, 
aged 16, she met her first hus- 
band, an ex-Wobbly English 
Communist sailor. Her chil- 
dren were bom in the Depres- 
sion, the elder when she was 17. 

The Second World War saw 
her in a variety of occupations 
(including that of bus driver), 
but brought the bitter experi- 
ence of two broken marriages. 

Her life was dominated by in- 
tense political activity which in- 
cluded campaigns from the 


Spanish Civil Wfer to the exe- 
cution of the Rosenbergs. She 
took her children on picket 
lines against racist bosses, and 
they were raised in a bouse 
where “the woman question" 
was always to the fore. 

bt 1949 she met and married 
the Glasgow-born Charlie 
Doyle, a loving companion un- 
til his death in 1983. He was her 
one-way ticket to Britain when 
be became the first deportee un- 
der the McCarran AcL Mc- 
Carthy purges had taken him 
from the leadership of the Gas, 
Coke and Chemical Workers 
Union to an Ellis Island prison. 
Mikki married him by proxy 
while he was in gaol, then 
accompanied him to London. 

After a couple of years as an 
industrial worker she entered 
advertising to supplement 
Charlie's wages which, as a 
militant shop steward in the 
power industry, usually needed 
supplementing. Her entry, with- 
out any training or experience 
was, she said, “easy, because of 
years writing political pam- 
phlets and just being an Amer- 
ican". After a brief period as 
trade attache to the new revo- 
lutionary Cuba, in 1967 she 
joined the Communist Morning 


Star ; then the Daily Worker. 
She remained with the paper 
until retirement in 1985. 

The life of Sojourner Truth, 
a woman bom into slavery, and 
the genius of the underground 
slave railway, who suffered bru- 
tally but never surrendered, 
was Mikki Doyle’s girlhood in- 
spiration. Tins example of a 
woman’s lifelong struggle 
against injustice was the stan- 
dardly which she always judged 
the issues she faced. 

This slave heroine also set the 
twin directions of her obses- 
sions. When she set foot in 
Britain, she became immedi- 
ately indignant at the prejudice 
and ignorance surrounding the 
two major questions of racism 
and the oppression of women. 
Her long friendship with Qau- 

liant black Communist activist 
of her generation, profoundly 
influenced her. 

Her feminism was deep and 
practical. In the Seventies she 
was criticised for her refusal to 
be anti-man and for ber em- 
phasis on economic equality. 
She was upbraided for exag- 
gerating the racism in British so- 
ciety. Few would raise such 
criticisms today. 


Most of all, she was a big per- 
sonality. She could dominate 
discussion by her simple, some- 
times vulgar and usually fenny 
interventions. She was scathing 
in her comments on the hypoc- 
risies of English class, but tol- 
erant of human weaknesses 
and always ready to absolve her 
many friends of guilt 

Marjorie Proops had nothing 
on Doyle when it came to 
homely advice, and young men 
and women beat a path to her 
door. She had an internet of 
telephone friends and contacts. 
She was an endless source of 
gossip, and the provider of 
quick fixes for political 
hang-ups. 

Doyle's disappointment at 
the collapse of the Communist 
world in which she had invest- 
ed her hopes saddened her in 
later years. She did not lose her 
faith in working people, her be- 
lief in Socialism and the abili- 
ty of women to win equality. 

Ken Gill 

Miriam Leventhal, journalist 
and activist: bom New "Kirk 15 
January 1916; married- thirdly 
1949 Charlie Doyle (died 1983) 
(one son. one daughter); died 
London 8 December 1995. 


Lavinia Norfolk 


Owner, breeder, rider and train- 

en Lavinia, Duchess of Norfolk, 
the first Lady ofthe Garter, was 
one of the most knowledgeable 
women in racing. Her associa- 
tion with the Castle Stables in 
Arundel, Sussex, is indelible, 
thanks party to the St Leger win 
of her Moon Madness, trained 
there by John Dunlop. 

She was bom Lavinia Strutt, 
daughter of the third Baron 
Helper and his wife Eva, latex 
Countess of Rosebery, in Lon- 
don in 1916, and had racing 
thrust upon her from an early 
age. Her first influences in- 
cluded her stepfather the sixth 
Earl of Rosebery, a very suc- 
cessful owner and Sometime 
Steward of the Jockey Club, and 
the wife of the trainer George 
Lamb ton. 

She was a keen hunter and 
point-to-point rider. Her colours 
were infamous as they were like 
those of Lord Derby (black, 
white cap), only with a cartoon 
of Midkey Mouse on the front 
and back. When she became en- 
gaged to the Duke of Norfolk, 
Disney wrote to her to say that 
the company had not given her 
permission to reproduce the 
cartoon character. 

She married the 16th Duke 
in 1937. Her husband became 
an influential figure in racing ad- 
ministration, a Steward oF the 
Jockey Club and vice-chairman 
of the Turf Board, and served 
as the Queen's representative at 
Ascot for 27 years. The Duchess 
herself was closely involved 
with the running of his stables. 
When their private trainer Vic- 
tor Gilpin joined the Army in 
the late 1930s, she played a key 
role in the training of the hors- 
es, although women at the time 


3 


weren’t allowed to hold a 
licence. 

Her marriage saw her take a 
number of prominent roles out- 
side racing; not least when she 
stood in for the Queen during 
rehearsals for the Coronation of 
King George VL In 1990 she be- 
came the Lord Lieutenant of 
West Sussex. She was the first 
non-royal woman to hold such 
' a post in Britain. She was also 
the first Lady Companion of the 
Order of the Garter in its 640- 
year history, preceding by five 
years Baroness Thatcher’s ap- 
pointment to the Order in 
April. 

She did much workfor char- 
ity. She was Patron of Riding for 
the Disabled and President of 
the National Canine League. 
She once estimated that she had 
been involved with 150 charities, 
including Sussex branches of the 
Association for the Disabled, 
the Spastics Society, and the 
Spina Bifida Association. 

It was in 1942 that the Nor- 
folks’ horses were first trained 
in the beautiful surroundings of 

Arundel Castle, from where 
John Dunlop has trained since 
1966. The first trainer ap- 
pointed there was Gordon 
Smyth, who received invaluable 
assistance from the Duchess. 

The best horse to run in the 
Duke of Norfolk’s colours was 
Ragstone, who helped him 
achieve a long-term ambition by 
winning the Ascot Gold Cup in 
1974. His victory was. thanks in 
part to tactics drawn up by the 
Duchess. She knew that Rag- 
stone ^ was not certain, to stay the 
two-and-a-half-mile trip and so 
introduced a pacemaker to 
make sure that Ragstone's pace 
was slow, rather than the tra- 



Norfollc Mickey Mouse cokwri 
Photograph: Hufton Deutsch 

ditional role of a pacemaker 
ensure a strong, steady galld 
throughout a race. I 

As well as Moon Madnes] 
the Duchess's best horses h 
duded the 1976 Ftec Handic; 

winner Man of Harlech, ai 

Moon Madness’s half-broth 
Sheriff's Star, trained tty h 
owner’s daughter Anne (in h» 
own right Lady Hemes of Te 
regies), married to the cricket* 
Colin Cowdrey. Sheriff s Stai 
best performances came wht 
winning the King Edward V 
stakes at Royal Ascot and tl 
Great Voltigeur Stakes at Yc*ri 
Richard GrifDtl 


Lavinia Mary Strutt, racehors 
owner and breeder bom Honda, 
22 March 1916; President, Na 
tional Canine Defence Leagu j 
1969-75; President, Pitting for tl i 
Disabled 1970-86 (Patron 19SL 
95); CBE 1971; Lord-Ueutenar 
of Sussex 1975-90; LG 199C 
married 1937 Bernard. I6t 
Duke of Norfolk (died 1975; fou 
daughters); died Arundel Susse 
10 December 1995. 


Darren Robinson 


at popula rity ! 

\ Cypress Hm and the 
taut and sensational- 
ist end of the rap scene has 
rather overshadowed the work 
of the genre's more populist 
performers. But the Fat Boys 
were one of the first rap acts to . 
cross over in a si gnificant way 
toappearanraontdevision,in 
movies and in the charts. 

The trio’s main asset seemed 
to be Darren Robinson, who 
was dubbed the “Human Beat 
Box" because of the percussive 
belches, grunts ana dicks he 
could produce with has mouth. 

Originally called the Disco 3, 
Darren Robuson.. ^.Mark 
“Prince Maride-Dee"MoraIes. 
and Damon ‘TQstf'-Rockskf’ 
Wenley came to tittpution of 
the manager Cflarfie Stetler. 
Given the size of all three per- 
formers (Robinson weighed in 
at an impressive 4501b) and the 
hotel and restaurant biDs he 
kept getting landed with (the 
trio were once charged $350 for 
breakfast), Stetler suggested 


they changed their name to 
Fat Boys and go for an all-out 
gfrnmiclty approach as the cud- 
dly face erf the emerging hip-hop 
culture. The publicist’s ploy 
worked like a dream but also 
proved to be the eventual un- 
doing of the group. 

After winning a contest in 
Brooklyn, the Fit Boys started 
to work with'tbe legendary rap- 
per and producer Kurtis Blow 
who helped them fashion a 
commencal sound exploiting 

three^albun^ called ^Fat Boys, 
The Fat Boys Are Back! and Big 
and Beautiful were full of fyn- 
cal boasts concerning their gar- 
gantuan appetites). 

? *In 1986, Run DMC crossed 
over to a much wider audience 
with a cover of Aerosmith's rock 
anthem “Rock This Way”. On 
moving to Folydor the follow- 
ing year, the Fit Boys tried a 
simflartacticwitharapversfon 
ofthe Surfans “Wye Out". The 
record became a hit all over the 
world, reaching No 2 in the 


British charts and No 12 in 
America while the Crushin ’ al 
bum went gold in the Unitecj 
States). 

The Fat Boys were on a roll 
and repeated the feat in 198q 
with another attempt at bridg 




Fat Boys (left to right): Daman *Kool RocfcskP Wentey, Darren 
‘Human Boat Boot' Robinson, and Mark ‘Prince Maride Dee’ Morales 


Darren Robinson, musician : 
bom 10 June 1967; (one son j 
died New York 10 Decembei 
1995. 


another UK No 2 and an Amer-i 
- ican Tbp 20 success. 

Mainstream acceptance had 
brought in film and television 
offers and the Fat Boys, who’di 
already been featured in the! 4 
Krush Groove documentary,! * 
now appeared in Miami Vice. 
and ^television commercials.! 
After d*»i**ft “ 170 inrecf 1 

Stooges’ comic routines in Dis - ' 
orderlies, they also provided) 
the theme song for one of the 
Nightmare on Eon Street movies. 

. 'However, rap had moved on 
and the increasingly gimmicky 
output of the Fat Boys seemed • 

out of step with a genre that had 

become polarised between the 
new-age, hippie sound of De La 
Soul and Arrested Develop- 
ment and the gangsta style of 
Snoop Doggy Dogg and Niggers 
With Attitude. 

On and On (1989) saw the 
trio attempting to jump on the 
gangsta bandwagon audits fail- 
ure accelerated their fell from 
grace. Prince Maride Dee went 
solo. Darren Robinson, the 
Human Beat Box, plunged into 
obscurity. While some artsts rap 
about crime, Robinson always 
said he rapped to make people 
happy. He will be remembered 
for bringing a smile to the face 
of many self-conscious fatties. 

Pierre Femme, 
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BIRTHS 

GIBBON: On 4 December, to 
Amanda (nee Owen) and MkhaeL a 
son, Wiffiam Lloyd Owen, a brother 
for Julia. 

DEATHS 

GARROD: Jl is with sadness due we an- 
nounce ibe dealt ofaorbdoved men- 
tor and friend. Mr John Arthur 
Garrod. vi-too was born on Z3 Febru- 
ary 1929 in fortsmouth. He passed 
away on 7 December 1995. in Cam- 
bridge, after a protracted illness. He 
was a kind and sclUc* man who spcm 

a lot of his life working with children 
in Africa. Among other achieve- 
ments, Mr Garrod worked tirelessly 
to establish the Federal Government 
College. Mokluguri. in Nigeria in 
1973. and ran it 'until 1 98 1. This fa- 
ibcrtv man win be remembered Tor his 
total commitment to promoting uni- 
ty and respect among people of cul- 
turally diverse backgrounds. Mr 
Garrod was a good man. Until his 
death, be was Bursar of Qarc College, 
Cambridge University. John Arthur 
Ganod is survived by his wife 
Yvonne, hk daughter fCaihcrine. and 
several of his former students, most 
or whom are now Bret-class profes- 
sionals io the field of engineering, 
medicine, law etc. The funeral a 
planned for Friday 15 December 
1995, al ZJOpm at the Robinson Col- 
lege Chapel, in Cambridge. Friends, 

his former students, and other weB- 
wishers are welcome. Fbr further m- 
fbnnatkm please contact Yvonne 
Garrod on 0123 332373. or Dr 
GodVffl Elokowoon 01233 062864. 
By the F.G.CM. Old Boys Associa- 
tion with the Garrod Family. 

HAYNES: On 10 December, aithe Vic- 
arage, Lindky. Huddersfield, Mari- 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


on Elizabeth, aged 61 wears. Ueasured 
wife of Michael and a dear mother to 
Alison. Vivien, mother-in-law to lan 
and J onathan and a dear gran to 
W illiam and George. Requiem maw 
takes place at AH Sain ts Cii inch. Sav- 
8e Road, EUand, on Friday 15 De- 
cember at 1pm, 10 be foDawed by a 
private cremation. No Gowers please, 
but donations in lieu if desired to 
Lindlcy Parish Church BuBdineFind, 
C/d Mr Conrad Willoughby, 8'Edger- 
ton Grove, Edgerton. Hiiddcxsueld. 
5TINTON: Fran k. After an illness 
faced with extraordinary courage and 
irrepressible good humour. Sudden- 
ly, at St Mary :s Hospital, Paddington, 
oa J December 1995. aged 43. Mucb- 
krved friend and partner of Nigei and 
of Tony. Rank’s passing leaves on 
emptiness in oar beam and in our 
lives that wifi never be filled. "One 
crowded hour of glorious ttfe/Is worth 
an age without a name”. 

IN MEMORIAM 

BURROWS: Donald Ivan, died four 
years ago today. Much loved and 
missed mwhand and fathe r 

AnnmmccHtnta for Gazette BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS SlKwW be sent 
is writing to the Gazette Editor The Inde- 
pendent, 1 Carmfa Sqaare, Corny Wfcar£ 
London E14 SDL telephoned to 0171-293 
2011 or Cued to 0171-233 2010, and are 
charged at £&50 ■ line I VAT extra). 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

Hm Qatia bate ao hwenttawi at Bnrtanetam 
Palate. Tkc rriacr arwrics meads tftc Brxlna- 
i*> Seminar Doner al Laacancr Rone, LnUi 
SWl. tta Date if Km. Grand Muter, United 


tiraad Lodge atEmtiod. 
dimer, Mmmfc ftiB, 1 


Brain tux, Etna. Tfa 
«f Kart preatau itx •GhiMxca of 
, We amimK T AUwy. " 


SWL and PaUtm, alt rah the Inlrrmtin Bil 
Launch odJnleeri l«HSUK<rfite WnfcftClft- 
drrn Report. Si Eraaa'vHwdL Leaden SWl. 

Changing of the Guard 

The Hoiuehold Carelir Unwed 
mmmiM ihe Qoeea't Ufc taunt ai Bane . . 
Horn. F Qiwwi Scots {Hands wornm de 
Qnttfl'S GuMd, KBnSUaFhaoi llJCOm, 

band provided try ihe WefcO Goods. 


Birthdays 

Miss Thicy Austin, tennis player, 35; 
Mr Lionel Blair, dancer. 64; Ivfiy-Gcn 
Sir Rupert Brarier-Creagh, fanner 
Director of Staff Duties, war Office, 
86; Mr WSl Carting, England rugby 
captain, 30; Miss Denise Coffey, ac- 
tress. 59; Mr Jasper Conran, fashion 
designer, 36; Mr Kenneth. Cranham, 
actor. 51; The Hem Mis Gwyneth 
Dun woody MP, 65; Mr William 
Ebbcrt, fHcitman and managing di- 
rector, Vamball Motors, 53; Mr 
Emerson Fittipaldi, racing driver. 49; 
Miss Connie Francis, singer, 57; Mr 
Rcy Grantham, former national sec- 
retary, Apex, 69; Air Commodore 
Dame Felicity H01, former director, 
WRAAF, 80: Mr Philip Ledger, 
PtinciiMl, Royal Scottish Academy of 
Music and Drama. 58; Mr Chrfoo- 

pher Muffin MP.4& Mr Frank Sina- 
tra, singer. 80: Mr Clive Thornton, 
chairman. Universe Publications, 
66; The Right Rev John Wake ling, 
former Bishop of Southwell 77; 
Miss Dionne Warwick, singer, 54. 

Anniversaries 

ffirlfes: Edvard Munch, painter, 1863; 
Edward G. Robinson (Emanuel 
GoLdenbuxg), actor, 1893; John 
James Osborne, playwright and ac- 
tor, 1929. Deaths: Robert Browning, 
poet. 1889; Douglas Fairbanks Sor 
(Douglas Etna Uhnan), actor, 1939; 
Tallulah Brockman Bankhead, ac- 
tress, 1968. On this day: the first 
transatlantic radio signal was trans- 
mitted by Manmi, 1901; the first mo- 
tel opened, in California, United 
States, 1925; in Britai n , consc r ip tion 
was introduced lor men aged b e tw een 
IS and 26, 194S. Today is the Feast 
Day of St Corentin or Cuiy, St Ed- 

hnr ga qf MilW ff famKPpiirm-lnn 

and Alexander, St Finnian of 
CJonard, St Jane Frances de Charnel 
and St VicelixL 


Lectures 

Victoria and Albert Museum: Divia 
Patd, "Hindu Art: the depiction of 
women”, Z30pm. 

British Museum: Chris Kirby, “Korn 
Thlii-- a vanishing Greek settlement 
of the Fhyum”, 1.15pm. 

EGgbgaie Literary nod Scientific In- 
stitution. London N6: Carol 
Mkhaebon, The Hotting Gallery: 
a slide tour of Orinese art", 7-45pm. 

Professor 
Anthony Raine 

A service of thanksgiving for the life 
and work of Professor Anthony 
Raine win take place al 330pm on 
Thursday 18 January, in the Priory 
Church of St Bartholomew The 
Great, West Smithfield, London 
EC1. 

Dinners 

Guild of freemen of tbe Gtj of 
London 

The Lead Mayor of London, Mr John 
Cbafetrey, and the Lady Mayoress, 
Mts Chaktrey, were the guests of ho- 
nour at the annual banquet of the 
Guild of Freemen of the City of Lon- 

d<m held yesterday evcnii^ at GmkJ- 

haU, London ECL The Lord Mayor, 
Lord Mackey of Qashfcm. Lord 
Chanc ellor, Vice-Admiral Sir Peter 
Buchanan, SemOT Warden, and Miss 
Betty Boathrqyd, Speaker of the 
Home of Commons, also spoke. 

Board of Deputies «T British Jews 
Mr Ibny Blair MP, Leader of the 
Labour Party, accompanied by Mrs 
Blair, was the guest of honour at a 
gain rifimer held yesterday evening 
by the Board of Deputies of British 
Jews at Whitehall Palace, London 
SWl, in honour of iis President, Mr 
EJdrcd'ffihadrmikQC. 


Home Secretary’s decision on lifer was lawful. 


Regina v Secretary of State far the 
Home Department, ex parte 
Pierson; Court of Appeal (Sir 
Thomas Bingham, Master of the 
Rolls, Lord Justice Neill and Lord 
Justice Hirst); 5 December 1995 

The task of determining the pe- 
nal dement of the sentence to 
be served by a mandatory Hfe 
prisoner had been entrusted to 
the Home Secretary under seo- 
tion 35 ofthe Crimiiial Justice 
Act 1991, conferring a wide 
discretion which the court 
could not curb by attaching 
conditions not required by 
procedural fairness. 

The Court of Appeal al- 
lowed the Home Seaccary’s ap- 
from Mr Justice Turner 
Report, 14 November) 
who had quashed the Home 
Secretary's dec^ion that the ap- 
plicant, who was serving two 
concurrent sentences of life im- 
prisonment, should serve 20 
years to satisfy the penal 
element of his sentence. 

The applicant was convicted 
in 1985 of lolling bis parents. In 
1988 the trial judge and Lord 
Chief recommended to the 
Home Secretary that the ap- 
plicant should serve 15 years as 
his penal term. However the 
Home Secretary fixed the 
penal element at 20 years. 

From 1993 the Home Sec- 
retary was required to inform 
prisoners serving mandatory 


LAW REPORT 



12 December 1995 


life sentences of the judiciary’s 
recommendation but he was 
not obliged to adopt the judi- 
cial advice and was required to 

lL/The Home sSetary^s pol- 
icy was exceptionally to revise 
the view of the penod where 
the minimum requirements of 
retribution and deterrence 
were not satisfied. 

Ic August 1993 the applicant 
was informed that the judicial 
recommendation would have 
been appropriate for a single 
premeditated offence but, be- 
cause this was a double murder, 
20 years was set After consid- 
ering representations from the 
applicant, the Home Secre- 
tary accepted that it would be 
wrong to proceed on the basis 
that the murders were pre- 
meditated and accepted that 
the two murders were part of 
a single incident However his 
view was that 20 years was 
appropriate. 

Mr Justice Turner 
the Home Secretary's 
on the basis that except! 
circumstances would be 
quired before the Home Sec- 
retary conJd increase the fieriod 
and no such circumstances bad 
beenshown. 

David Pbmkk QC fOeasury SoOtd- 


ional 

re- 


lor) for the Home Secretary, Edward 
ftegembt QC and Tim Owen (Gra- 
ham Withers & Co, Shrewsbury) for 
the applicant. 

Sir Thomas Bingham MR, giv- 
ing the court’s judgment, said 
that the court was not con- 
cerned in deciding the period 
to be served by the applicant 
but was concerned to- role on 
the lawfulness of the decision 
made in the applicant's case. 
The decision was made in the 
Home Secretary’s name bat 
it was not legally necessary 
that It was made by him 
personally. 

It was argued that it was ir- 
rational for the Home Secre- 
tary to fix the same penal term 
despite his concession that the 
aggravating features were ab- 
sent However, the Home Sec- 
retaiy’s function was not an 
orthodox sentencing function . 
The Home Secretary in 1994 
did not share the view of his 
predecessor in 1988 that 15 
years would have been appro - 
ite‘ 


He thought a longer 
term was called for anyway. 
His decision could not be 
stigmatised as irrational 
It was also argued that the 
Home Secretary had no pow- 


er to increase a penal term as 
there was no exceptional cir- 
cumstance here. In the ab- 
sence of any curb on the Hbma 
Secretary’s discretionm sectioq 
35 of the Criminal Justice Act 
1991 the court could not cui 
down the wide discretion 
conferred by Parliament bv 
attaching non -statutory condi 
tions not required by proce 
dural fairness to its exercise] 
The Home Secretary had donJ 
no more than indicate that the' 
power to increase a penal tend 
would only be exercise! 


it could mean no mori 
than that the power to ire 
crease would be exercised b ] 
way of exception to the gene, 
al rule that a term once fixe 
would not be altered. Th 
Home Secretary had not dc 
fined or restricted the occasioti 
on which he would depart froin 
the general rule and the couj 
could not do so. 

The Home Secretary took 
more serious view of the casj 
than did his predecessor. TlU 
appeal would be allowed. Th 
applicant might address aa 
representations he wishei 
to the Home Secretary. Th 
court trusted the Home Seti 
retaiy to give any such reprd 
sentations^ fair and carefi 
consideration. 

Ylng Hoi Tan, Banistel 
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_ news analysis 

Richard Branson’s biggest product is himself: and his rivals are feeling the force of his personality. Jonathan Glancey reports 

The mogul who loves to be loved 





W hen Richard Branson 
claims he was offered a 
■- bribe to drop his bid to run the 
; National Lottery iwo years 
'•.•ago by Guy Snowden, a direc- 
3 tor of GTECH, an American 
■ company with a 22 per cent 
stake in CameloL it is hard not 
to side with the bearded and 
bc-jumpcred plutocrat. 

Why? Because whereas 
Camelot creams £lm a day 
running the Lottery, money 
that slips smoothly into well- 
lined pockets, Branson would 
have run it entirely as a char- 
ity, contributing a further 
OftOm a year to worthy 
causes nationwide. That's our 
Richard: the businessman as 
folk hero, a capitalist Robin 
Hood fronting a £2bn empire, 
yet fighting those who play 
the role of the greedy and 
promiscuous rich to ensure a 
fair deal and good value for 
all. 

There are other tempting 
reasons to back Branson. He 
has been victim of dirty tricks 
departments before. In fact, 
he is siiil fighting British Air- 
ways through the American 
courts, more than two years 
after he successfully sued the 
“world's favourite airline" for 
gaining transatlantic business 
unfairly at the expense of his 
own Virgin Atlantic. 

He is liked, too. for making 
it big in business without hav- 
ing become pompous or hav- 
ing adopted the seemingly 
mandatory double-breasted 
suit. He is admired because, 
unlike so many get -rich-quick 
British businessmen, he has 
made bis money not by raid- 
ing. stripping or taking over 


easting companies, but by cre- 
ating his own from scratch. 

Starting with the publica- 
tion of Student magazine in 
1968, Branson has moved on, 
up and through record shops, 
recording studios (remember 
Mike Oldfield’s Tubular Bells'} 
Branson certainly does; that 

That’s our 
Richard: the 
businessman as 
folk hero, a 
capitalist 
Robin Hood 


album made him his first mil- 
lion), music publishing, night- 
clubs (“The Venue"), com- 
puter games, aa airline, book 
publishing, post-production 
video facilities, condoms, finy 
drinks, vodka, a radio station 
(Virgin 1215 AM), a design 
company (with Rodney Fitch), 
a television station in Mexico 
... and there’s more. 

Even when - as in soft 
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drinks and airlines - Branson 
invests in mainstream and 
established businesses, be 
docs so with energy and 
panache, offering quality and 
polished service at prices that 
undercut those of rivals. 

With a persona] fortune of 
£750m or so. he was. at the last 
count, Britain's ninth richest 
businessman, yet manages to 
maintain his image as a slightly 
nerdish Jack-th e-lad, happy 
to serve you coffee if be hap- 
pens to be flying tourist class 
(which he will) on the same 
Virgin flight- 

Of course, the very size of 
the Virgin empire means he is 
increasingly obliged to dele- 
gate. Yet it is Branson - his 
beard, toothsome grin, boyish 
charm and sense of adventure 
- we see in all Virgin’s doings. 
Branson Is to Virgin what 
Tbny the Tiger is to Frosties or 
Super Mano is to Nintendo. 

Without Branson and his 
frequent appearances in every 
conceivable publication from 
Hello! to Pilot , Virgin would 
not be taking 7.9 per cent - 
(£3 5m) of the supermarket ■ 
cola market, nor would Virgin 
Megastores have captured 25 
per cent f£400mj of the 


UK home entertainment 
market. 

Virgin Cinemas has 
23 per cent (£11 Qm) of 
the UK cinema business 
now that Branson has 
acquired the MGM 
chain for £195m. 

Virgin Atlantic - 
bis proudest boast 
- carries more 
than one in five 
air passengers 
(1.7ra of them} to 
and fro between 
Britain and the 
United States. 

Branson's 
remarkable suc- 
cess - he is still 
only 45 - reflects 
the growing power 
of the business com- 
municator. like Bill 
Gates, - Terence 
Conran or Anita ' 
Roddick he sells ^ 

his business by ^ 
being able lo 
communicate 
not just with i 

the business Jfv 

world but _ v pr r 3- 
with the • *' 

media A _ -: & 

and the •; 



public too. The kev 
to ail his businesses 
is the Virgin image 
and his own public 
charisma. 
Branson's overt 
affability is not all 
front. He is charming 
and generous to his 
staff and they clearly 
like him. Thai other 
business leaders 
admire him is no 
secret. At the height 
of Ihe British Air- 
ways debacle, the 
country's top 500 
directors voted him 
the “most outstand- 
ing business commu- 
nicator" in the UK. 
Branson received twice 
as many votes as the 
runner-up. Sir John 
Harvey Jones, who is no 
slouch himself. A 
month later, in Novem- 
ber 1993, he was voted 
the director most small 
British companies 
would like to have on 
their board. 

The man is rarely out 
of the news. Here he is 
(saucy' chap) appearing 
with Pamela Anderson 


and Yasmine Bieethe in the 
100th episode of Baywatch 
(conveniently coinciding with 
the launch of Virgin Energy, a 
soft drink promoted by ... 
Pamela Anderson). Here he is 
buying his wife Joan a £2ra 
house in Holland Park as a 
wedding present; here he is. a 
few years down the line, sell- 
ing the same house for a cool 
£4m. 

When Branson turned the 
family Range-Rover upside 
down" on the A40 last June (on 
the way back from a late-night 
promotional tennis bash at 
Planet Hollywood), a police- 
man called io the scene said, 
“we are certain Mr Branson 
was not to blame in any way." 
Sergeant Williams said it all: 
as if anyone would blame the 
bearded boy prankster. There 
are no flics on Richard BraD- 
son: even his accidents are 
opportunities. 

Playing Robin Hood to 
Lord King s Sherriff of Not- 
tingham has. however, heen 
Branson's business master- 
stroke. Since selling Virgin's 
record business to Thorn EMI 
for half-a-billion or so in 1992. 
Branson has pumped at least 
£1 35m of bis own money into 


his airline. He is determined 
to succeed and in plans just 
unveiled he has British Air- 
ways firmly in his sights. 

Branson learnt to steal the 
limelight when he started Vir- 
gin Atlantic Airways in 19,94. 
Where Sir Freddie Laker had 
failed with his transatlantic 

No one minds 
Branson’s self- 
publicity. 
Journalists like 
him and the 
public likes him 


Skyrrain (shafted. Sir Freddie 
believed, and most observers 
agreed, by competition from, 
among others. British Air- 
ways). Branson was going to 
win. 

“You’ve got to fight the 
bastards all the way," Sir 
Freddie advised Branson. 
“And. you’ve got to sue them 
for all they've got if they do 
vou down". Most of all. said 




Sir Freddie, “you've got lo get 
the public on your side." 
Branson went "public” in 
1984, charming the public into 
the seats of his second-hand 
Jumbos. 

Self-deprecating charm, 
however, has not always won 
the day for Branson. In June 
1993 he made a bid to take 
over Radio 4. Why should a 
man who made his first milliur 
in pop suddenly care about 
Purcell? “Maybe J am coming 
into the category of boring old 
fan." said Branson, then 43, tc 
the Commons Heritage Com- 
mittee. Joe Ashton. Labour 
MP and committee memher. 
thought it was more because 
Branson wanted to push his 
own records. Others con- 
curred. Branson invested in 
his own radio station. Virgin 
1215. instead. The studio is at 
the heart of his Oxford Street 
mcgasiore, so, up to a point. 
.Ashton was right: radio broad- 
casting and record sales went 
hand in Virgin hand. 

Yet. no one seems to mind 
Branson’s blatant self-public- 
ity. Journalists like him, the 
public likes him and his sim- 
ple business philosophy “you 
don’t have to be a bastard to 
succeed; in fact all bastards 
fail" cannot fail lo win over 
everyone who has ever fought 
treacherous rivals (and col- 
leagues) from John Major to 
Freddie Laker via everyone ol 
us. Big business might be a bit 
like a lottery, but no one likes 
a bastard getting to the top. 
And no bastard looks, acts or 
plays his hand like Richard 
“Robin Hood" (but bloods 
rich) Branson. 
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VIRGIN ATLANTIC ; 

Launched in 1984/ Virgin Atlantic Air 1 
ways, has an annual '.turnover, of; ... 
EfiOOm and a 22% share of the ; . 
British transatlantic market The air- 
line carries 169 mHBon passengers 
each year 


VIRGIN COLA 

Launched in Nowainfcier 1994, it 
takes-79% of the^ijpermarket * 
cola, #Mket TutjKwer is £35m. A 
Otharf^ucts.bltfie Virgin y 
Tracfi^^rryOTty^roup include '.ft' 
Virgb%dka ^.Vt^ Lips & 






VIRGIN MEGASTORES 

The VJrgm Megastare concept was 
•. launched in 1988.and the 47th UK 
Megastore is opened in Carlisle today. 
The annual turnover in the UK is 
£40 Ora. The company tarns over 
£7p0m:wbrldwida Virgin Megastores 
..stakes, 25% of the UK home entertain- 
..r.^jnifif'markBL 6% worldwide 
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VIRGIN DIRECT 
FINANCIAL SERVICES 

Virgin Direct has sold £100m worth of 
Personal Equity Plans in the nine 
months since It was launched in 
March this year. It has so far taken 
10% of the PEPs market, selling 
30y000 over the phone 
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VIRGIN CINEMAS 

Virgin acquired the MGM chain in July 
1995 in a £l95m deaL The company 
owns 40% of the chain. MGM cinemas 
had a turnover of £l10m last year, tak- 
ing 23% of the UK cinema market 




VIRGIN RADIO 

Established in 1993 Virgin Radio has 
46 million listeners nationwide. Virgin 
FM (London and South-east only) 
takes 46% of the market and Virgin 
AM (nationwide) takes 42% of the 
market Virgin Radio had a turnover of 
£10m to July 1995 
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One would think that with all the 
constant replaying of the 14-year-old . 
archil e footage of Hie Wales's 
wedding in recent weeks, the BBC 
might have glanced mice at the 
household cavalryman interviewed on 
that glorious morning. He turns oat 
to be Captain James Hewitt, he who 
brought such comfort in later years 
lo the Princess - before proving to be 
a total cad. 

In the morning before the Royals 
go into the church Selina Scott 
interviews the dashing soldier, 
resplendent in his glittering 
breastplate and military geac For a 
few seconds there is a voice-over with 
him talking about the duties of the 
Household Cavalry on the great day — 
although, sadly, the incisive Ms Scott 
did not ask for his predictions on the 
prospects of the not-so-happy couple, 
nor bis assessment of the bride's 
attractions- 

. M (t seems that ignorance of this clip 
"as cost the BBC financially. When l 
rang to check iL the librarian was 
astonished. “But be can't be on it, 
because once his name cropped up - 
and w needed footage, we couldn’t 
find any. We've had to shoot some 

more." . . 

I hope Major Hewitt is property 
grateful to Eagle Eye. No doubt he 
would prefer jo see soils of himself hi 
uniform to the current ohm being 

peddled m tire tabloids of him 

pushing a trolley full or cheap nder. 

Tony Blair may or may not be 
p.r.urivd: !?u; he will not be 

receiving the united support ot the 
qu.nie-*-cntia] Champagne OTbrffc 
the pbwrfefci Herul J Pinter and tas 
uric (tie *7iusr Lady .won* rraser. 


The cupic famoasly stariwa a 
croup ui like-nmuJcJ 
fhinkers io support Neil Kimock 





seven years ago. But over lunch 
vesterdav they seemed divided as to 
'Blair’s merits. “1 am a BJairite," said 
Lady Antonia. “I'm not such a 
Blauite as Antonia is,” Tetorted 
Pinter. “In fact. I’m hardly a Blajrile 
at all." 

Lady Antonia added: “I now have 
considerable unease about show- 
business personalities speaking up for 
political parties. I would personally 
like to meet the unemployed voting 
person who has never voted Labour 
but when he saw Madonna voting 
Labour, he decided to." Her husband 
was astounded - and not just because 
Madonna is American. “Show 
business?" he queried, aghast. “Surely 
we are the arts." 

Civil servants at the Government’s 
Benefits Agency have received a 
heartfelt and highly confidential 
written plea from their chief 
executive, Peter Mathison. “Like all 
huge organisations, there may be 
occasions where staff feel they have 
genuine concerns over practices, 
procedures and situations they view 
as inefficient, unfair or improper. 

This does not, however; justify the 
subsequent disruption and effect on 
the morale of colleagues that taking 
any such concern to the media entails 
... This letter is to remind staff of 
their responsibilities as civD servants 
and of the proper channels through 
which any grievance should be aired.” 

Zd other words, don't leak however 
unhappy yon may be. I regret that 
unhappiness at the Benefits Agency 


appears to be so rife that this ‘‘don’t 
leak” letter has been speedily leaked. 

The launch of the International 
Interfaith Centre at the Athenaeum 
dub was a sombre occasion, as befits 
an enterprise Jed by figures so 
eminent as the Prince of Wales, the 
Bishop of Oxford, and the Dalai 
Lama. But when Bishop Charles 
Henderson, chairman of the Roman 
Catholic Committee for Other Faiths, 
got up to speak, to everybody’s 
surprise be told the following joke: 
“There are three men in a hospital 
and the doctor asks each of them 
what they think is the best invention 
of the 20th century. The first replies: 
‘Heart transplants because otherwise 
it would have been curtains for me’. 
The second replies: ‘Kidney 
transplants because otherwise U 
would have been curtains for me.’ 
And the third replies: ‘Venetian 
blinds because otherwise it would 
have been curtains for all of us.' ” 

In secular circles this is a 
reasonable joke. In spiritual circles it 
is hysterical. The audience was rolling 
in the aisles. “I wanted to get it in 
before Rabbi Hugo Gryn did,” the 
bishop explained yesterday. “I had to 
lake my chance because I "was 
speaking before him. Normally, he 
gels a stoiy in before me." 

Unfortunately, the bishop then 
rather spoilt it by trying a hole too 
hard to explain the joke. “It is meant 
to show how thing s can be 
misunderstood and misinterpreted," 
he said. 

Jane Austen may have few equals 
when it comes to social observation, 
irony and romance, but she was 
hopeless on foot massaging. You can 
search through the entire oeuvre. 

Z gather Emma Thompson has 



Novel feat Thompson mid Winslet 


rectified this omission. 

In her film adaptation of Sense And 
Sensibility, which opens next 
February, Miss Thompson as Elinor 
Dashwood and Kate Winslet as her 
sister Marianne lie in bed together 
playing footsie - presumably the sort 
of thing that passed for 
entertainment in the days before 
television - until Marianne 
complains that Elinor's feet are too 
cold. None of this in the book, of 
course. 

Perhaps Miss Thompson has been 
following the bizarre correspondence 
in the London Review of Books about 
whether Austen herself shared a bed 
with her sister Cassandra. Or 
perhaps Emma felt that the novelist 
needed a bit of spicing op. As Ms 
Thompson noted in her diary about 
the making of the film: ‘‘Kissing 
Hugh (Grant) was very lovely. Glad 1 
invented it. Can't rely on Austen for a 
snog, that’s for sure." 


Eagle Eye 



ALMOST 50% OF YOU 
THINK YOU’VE GOT 
MORTGAGE PROTECTION. 
ONLY 20% OF YOU ARE RIGHT. 


A recent MORI* poll has shown that a lot of 


Worse stilt, if you took out your mortgage 


people think theyVe got mortgage protection, after the 1st October 1995, you won’t receive a 


when in fact they haven't 


single penny In support far the first nine months. 


What they probably have got is a life But Ift not aa doom and gloom, 

assurance policy - which doesn't protect For the average mortgage holder, pcace- 
against accident, sickness or unemployment. of-mmd only costs about £15 a month. Cover 

In addition to this, 70% of people aren't lasts for a full twelve months and most 

entitled to Income support on a mortgage. home owners are eligible; including the self 

And for those who are, on 1st October employed, part-time workers and fixed-term 

1995 the Government cut bade the mortgage contract workers. 

allowance payable to them. To be eligible you must have been m 

So If you already have a mort- continuous employment (at (east 

gage and fall III or are made •==' 16 hours a week) for the last 6 

redundant, youfl receive nothing General Accident months and be between 18-50 

Direct 

for the first two months, and then /fix years (rid. 


of -mind only costs about £15 a month. Cover 
lasts for a full twelve months and most 
home owners are eligible; including the self 
employed, part-time workers and fixed-term 
contract workers. 


To be eligible you must have been m 
continuous employment (at (east 
16 hours a week) for the last 6 


only 50% of the interest payments 
for the next ftaur months. 


For more information call us on the 
number below. 


PROTECT YOUR MORTGAGE 

FREEPHONE 0800 121 008 

PIC35C quote PRESS1ND and have your employer's name/ address and postcode ready. 


Lines open Monday to Friday 9am -8pm, Saturday and Sunday 9am -5pm. 
•Accorefing » a recent MOW poll, conducted in August 95 687 people interviewed. 
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Someone worth 
calling mayor 

It yT argaret Thatcher's premiership, in 
iVllheway i 


, the way that sbc dominated both the 
executive and legislature, made her more 
presidential than any other peacetime 
British leader. Tony Blair, it seems from 
today's interview published opposite, 
intends to follow her example. We can 
expect him to focus attention and power 
on himself. Under him, prime mimster's 
questions would be held once rather 
than twice a week, with the premier 
answering questions in prearranged sub- 
ject areas. The event would be intended 
to promote grown-up, dignified politics - 
cool but tough questioning - and reduce 
the traditional tendency for abusive 
exchanges in the Commons bear piL 

Mr Blairs plans for local government 
are more radical. He would introduce 
directly elected mayors, breaking with the 
British tradition that governmental chief 
executives - be they prime ministers or 
council leaders - are elected by legislative 
representatives ( MPs or councillors). 

He is not the Gist serious politician to 
put fonrard this proposal in recent years. 
It is no coincidence that it was first 
championed by Michael Heseltine, that 
other presidential figure in British poli- 
tics, who in the mid-Eighties sought to 
reinvigorate local government. 

The mayoral system is familiar across 
the Atlantic and in many European coun- 
tries. Every American city has its elected 
mayor, with specific powers and respon- 
sibilities which do not require the endorse- 
ment of elected councillors. The same is 
(rue in France, where mayors have real 
powers that can turn them into national 
figures. Alain Juppe, the French Prime 
Minister, remains mayor of Bordeaux. 
Jacques Chirac gave up being mayor of 
Paris only when he was elected President. 

This new system, though foreign to 
Britain, offers a potential cure for the 
moribund nature of local government At 
last voters, who rarely know even the 


names of their cotwcfllois, would be able 
to identify a single individual - a Mr Lon- 
don or Ms Sheffield - as responsible for 
the quality and cost of services. Such may- 
ors would enjoy a serious mandate and 
their presence would make councils more 
transparent and accessible. A mayor would 
also have the authority to resist the intru- 
sive tendencies of central government 
In theory at least this system could allow 
a candidate to circumvent Ross Perot- 
styie, the tyranny of British political par- 
ties which have such a stranglehold over 
councils. This is bom out by a recent poll 
indicating that Richard Branson, rather 
than a party figure, would be the people's 
favourite for mayor of London (followed, 
incidentally, by Ken Livingstone). Open- 
ing up politics in this way would be pro- 
gressive: when Elites are able to run a 
closed shop, they inevitably become com- 
placent and degenerate. In Britain, the pro- 
fessionalisation of politics has produced a 
breed of leaders at local and national level 
who often seem out of touch. The decline 
of parlies has progressively reduced the 
pool of available talent from which our 
political leaders can be chosen. 

It is worth remembering, however, 
that mayoral systems are open to cor- 
ruption and one-party rule. There are 
plenty of examples of machines control- 
ling American cities: the Daley family has 
turned Chicago into a fiefdom. And Mar- 
ion Barry, the mayor of Washington who 
was jailed on drugs charges and then re- 
elected, is no advertisement for the pro- 
bity of the office. 

In short, it would be naive to conclude 
that introducing city mayors would alone 
prevent the monopolisation of power by 
some of the incompetents that have run 
a number of councils in recent years. But 
the Heseltine-Blair idea could offer a 
route to a more accountable system that 
would put voters back in the driving seat 
of local government. 


Nuclear policy goes 
up in smoke 


G reenpeace has been deprived of a 
little protest action. Sizewell C and 
Hinkley C, two new nuclear power sta- 
tions that the Government had been 
planning, will not now be built. After a 
long feasibility study, they are no longer 
considered financially viable. 

The truth is that neither the Govern- 
ment nor the private sector is willing to 
spend billions of pounds building new 
power stations when they are unlikety to 
make profits for at least 10 years. 

Both the public and private sectors 
have one good reason for closing their 
wallets. It is quite possible that the 
Sizewell and Hinkley plants would never 
make enough profit to justify the initial 
inveslmenL Alternative forms of power - 
such as gas - may be much cheaper for 
decades lo come. Indeed, few people pre- 
dicted how low gas prices have turned out 
to be in the Nineties, or how plentiful gas 
supplies have become. 

However, there are strong reasons to 
believe that new nuclear power stations 
will in time prove to be an essential and 
ultimately profitable venture. The dash 
for gas may make economic sense right 
now. but if we don't maintain alternative 
forms of power Britain could eventually 
become extremely dependent on the gas 
sheikhs of the next century. When the 
North Sea gas reserves are depleted, 
those who control the Trans-Siberian 
pipeline may wield considerable power 


over the price we have to pay for gas. 

Meanwhile, if the world is serious about 
tackling global wanning, it must reduce 
carbon dioxide emissions. So alternatives 
to gas-fired power stations will be needed 
aO over the worid. Nuclear generation is 
therefore likely to be vital in the 21st cen- 
tury. New nuclear power stations will have 
to be buQt in Britain. And when nuclear 
power plants are planned for countries 
such as China, British industry will have 
a better chance of picking up the contracts 
if we have recent experience of building 
our own modem versions. 

The abandonment of the Sizewell and 
Hinkley Cs really amounts to short- 
termism. From the City’s point of view, 
these nuclear power stations are not a 
good investment. After all, private 
investors are used to picking up the 
profits within five years at relatively low 
risk. 

Sadly, the Government has failed lo 
inject a long-term perspective either, 
despite the fact that the investment is in 
the national interest It will provide nei- 
ther direct investment nor incentives to 
encourage private-sector cash. Sizewell C 
and Hinkley C were making privatisation 
of the nuclear industry difficult So they 
had to go. Tax cuts funded by privatisa- 
tion proceeds are clearly a greater prior- 
ity than protecting our supplies of energy. 
Giving up on Sizewell C and Hinkley C 
is a decision we may all live to regret. 
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■LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Charles and Diana: both committed to helping young people 


0OA 


From Mr E. H. Salmon 
Sir Your editorial ‘Hire Queen of 
Hearts turns up trumps” (7 
December) claims that the Prince 
of Wales lacks the common 
touch, but shows an almost wil- 
ful disregard for the range of his 
charitable interests. The Prince’s 
Trust, the Prince’s Trust Volun- 
teers, and the Prince’s Youth 
Trust have the shared aim of 
helping young people who face 
disadvantages of many different 
kinds in our society. 

The prince is the founder 
active president of these trusts, 
whose record is impressive and 
insufficiently acknowledged by 
the media. Whenever he is on his 
travels, he makes a point of 
spending time with young people, 
understanding theft concerns and 
showing great interest in their 
achievements. This is very much 
appreciated by aO who meet him. 

Because of his position, the 
prince's public statements may 
have to be less forceful that 
Princess Diana's but there is no 
doubt that they are both com- 
mitted to helping, in whatever 


way they can, young people 
whose experience of problems 
such as homelessness, unem- 
ployment, and racial discrimina- 
tion, give them little hope for the 
future. 

Yours faithfully, 

E.H. Salmon 
London, SE22 
11 December 

From Miss A. M. S. Hutton- 
Wilson 

Sin While the backdoor methods 
of achieving the Princess of 
Wales’s Panorama interview were 
regrettable, the programme left 
me with a feeling of hope. As 
your leading article indicated, we 
are indeed witnessing the emer- 
gence of a new-style monarchy, 
but it will need nurturing. 

More credit should be given to 
Prince Grades whose courageous 
forays into personal expression on 
public matters paved the way for 
Princess Diana. If he sounds dif- 
fident and now “appears remote 
and isolated”, it is largely because 
his efforts were met with scorn 
and derision in the press and pro- 


vided an easy butt for satire. 

He is. in fact, the bridge 
between old and new, deeply 
rooted in tradition, yet also espous- 
ing views ahead of their time. It is 

tion^a^^ded to his wif^Se 
really “cares*' too. 

The kind of monarchy embod- 
ied by the senior members of the 
Royal Family suited their time 
and served us well The empha- 
sis should now be on encourag- 
ing a healthy evolution, not dm- 
sion and rivalry. 

Charles and Diana each offer 
a valuable contribution to society 
and the media should support 
them both as they explore new 
roles. ■ * 

Yours etc, . 

A.M.S. Hutton-Wilson " v 
Evercreech, Somerset 

From Ms Liz Lynne, MP 
Sir I think ft ft unwise for royalty 
to be appearing to support a 
political party by sharing a plat- 
form with one of its representa- 
tives (report of the Pnncess of 
Wiles’s speech to the housing 


charity Centrepoint, 8 Decem- 
ber). But it is strange tbat every- 
one thinks that the princess is 
supporting the Labour Party 
when, in feet, that party has no 
policy in restoring benefit rights 
to 16-18 


Mte the 

absence of such benefit rights 
being a contributory factor in the 
cause of homelessness and inse- 
curity among young people. 
Yours sincerely, 

Liz Lynne 

MP for Rochdale (Lib Dem) 
House of Commons 
London, SW1 
11 December 

The writer is Liberal Democrat 
Social ' Security and Disability 
spokesperson.- 

From Mrs Marjorie Crosslty 
Sin I wonder u Princess Diana is 
hoping to revive "shimming”, 
which was a popular occupation 
for idlewealthy young women in 
the Victorian era. 

Yours sincerely, 

Marjorie Crossley 
Cambridge 
8 December 


Denial: abuse 
repeated 

From Ms Marjorie On- 
Sir. Angela Lambert was given a 
good deal of inaccurate infor- 
mation on recovered memory of 
abuse. Many children of “False 
Memory Society” parents never 
forget, yet are still portrayed by 
their denying parents as victims 


Diet of untruths? 

From Mrl. Al Shelley 
Sin As a linguist concerned with 
the influence of language on cul- 
tural behaviour, I have an obser- 
vation regarding the genesis of 
the current BSE controversy. 

It is widely acknowledged that 
the bovine form of this disease 
originated with the feeding to cat- 
tle of products composed largely 
of the remains of other animals. 
It is noteworthy that these poten- 
tially, and now actually, contro- 
versial feedstufls were commonly 
marketed under such descriptive 
names as “meal", “nuts” and 
“cake”, all terms which stress a 
lack of any relation to meat or 
animal products. It seems likely 
that the manufacturers of these 
feeds were at least aware of pos- 
sible public disgust if not poten- 
tial risks, involved in feeding 
products containing processed 


carcasses to animals biologically 
adapted to consume only veg- 
etable matter. 

Interested parties - and one 
might include political parties - 
are all too often tempted to 
abuse language for their own 
ends. Members of the public 
would do well to be aware of this 
when making vital judgements 
concerning their own health. 
Yours faithfull y, 

J. A. Shelley 
Cupar, Fife 

From Professor I. C. Shaw 
Sir A thought for the Prime Min- 
ister, who said today that there is 
no scientific evidence that BSE and 
CTD are linked. Before gravity was 
demonstrated, there was no scien- 
tific evidence for its existence. 
Yours faithfully, 

LG Shaw 

Hambleton, Lancashire 
7 December 


In sport, personalities take a running jump 


S ec who won the British Sports Per- 
sonality of the Year award, then? 
Frank Bruno, wasn V it? 

No. 

Oh. Who was it? 

Jonathan Edwards. 

Who's Jonathan Edwards? 

British Sports Personality of the 
Year. 

Good!. And who was he before that? 
He was plain old Jonathan Edwards. 
And what sort of a personality does 
he have? 

He has the sort of personality that 
makes you want to run down a track, 
then hop. skip and jump. Well, it 
makes him want to do it anyway. 
And that's what he does? 

That's what he does. Further than 
anyone else in the world. 

Great. What else does he do? 
Nothing else. 

Nothing? 

Well, nothing out of the ordinary. 
Ealing, drinking, reading a few books. 
Sends Christmas cards, I expect. 

And he's a great personalty, is he? 
Sure. He's British Sports Person- 
ality of the Year, after all. 

Muil do you have to do to be a per ■ 
soniiiity in sport ? 

You have to be the best at your 
sport 

Being best at the hop. skip and jump? 
They tike to call it tire triple jump. 



MILES KINGTON 


But it's ready the hop, skip and jump? 

Yes. 

And nobody in Britain gave a damn 
about it before, because we weren V very 
good at it and if you asked anyone who 
was the previous world record-holder 
they wouldn 't know, would they? 

No. 

But now Jonathan Edwards is worid 
champion we're very interested in the 
sport? 

No. We are still totally uninterested 
in iL But we are interested in Jon- 
athan Edwards now. 

Because of his personality? 

No. 

Are there any people in sport with 
interesting personalities? 

Yes. They arc called commentators. 

They have interesting personalities? 

Compared with many sportsmen. 

Are there any sportsmen with inter- 
esting personalities? 

Not until they retire. Magically, 


many so-called sports personalities 
have no discernible personality at all, 
until they leave the sport and go on 
TV and radio, when they blossom. 

Good heavens. Like who? 

Ian Botham, Bill Beaumont. Henry 
Cooper, Gary Lineker, Alan Hansen ... 

Is Alan Hansen that nog irishfy good- 
looking man with the Scots twang on 
'Maun of die Day'? 

That's him. 

Good heavens. Was he a footballer 

in a previous Hfe? 

Certainty was. The point is that all 
these guys developed personalities 
after they left the game. Having a per- 
sonality while you're still in the game 
does nothing for you at afl, except 
make you easier to imitate. 

Ptmion? 

I was thinking of Chris Eubank, who 
cleverly manufactured his own per- 
sonality while still in boxing, with mon- 
ode and all, whereas Nigel Benn didn't 
You might say that Bean was the bet- 
ter boner; on the other hand, if an 
impresrionist did an impressioa of 
Nigel Benn, nobody knew who ft was 
meant to be. So Chris wins on points. 

Wdl personality has nothing to do 
with it, widish called the Bridal Sports 
Personality of the "tear Award? 

Because sport desperately wants to 
be port of showbiz and knows it cant 
be. All competitions that are gen- 


uinely in the entertainment and per- 
sonality world, like the comedy, pep 
and drama awards, don't have the 
word personality in the tide. That’s 
because the winners all have person- 
ality guaranteed. So why mention it? 
You don’t call Hugh Grant the Acting 
Personality of the Year. You don’t give 
prizes for being Political Personality of 
the Year. You assume that the Parlia- 
mentarian of the Year already has a 
personality. In sport you can assume dq 
snch thing, so you build it into the tide. 

I see... Everyone thought that Frank 
Bruno was going to win, didn't they? 

Yes. 

Does he have a personality? 

Oh, yes. He’s nice, he smiles a lot 
and he used to say “Hany" a lot 

Does that count as a personality? 

In sport it does. 

So why didn’t he win? 

He already had a job in panto. He 
didn’t need iL 

WtU Jonathan Edwards get a part in 
panto? 

Sure. He'sxi 0 W$aymgPussinBoois 
at Wimbledon. He wears the magic 
three-league boots. He comes on one 
ade, jumps and dears the entire stage 
and vanishes fire other side. 

Is that true? 

No, but who would be surprised if 
it were? That's what British sport is 
all about - 


When students 
turn to Jesus 

From Mr Hugh Griffiths 
Sir. Fran Abrams ("Students 
come clean with change of 
image", 11 December) writes: 
Tbday's Oxbridge .students list 
Jesus Christ and their own par- 
ents as their greatest heroes, the 
Bible as their favourite book 
and going to church among their 
favourite leisure activities. And, 
if that were not bad enough ... 

What is it about Christianity 
and Christian belief that you find 
so objectionable? Axe people 
supposed to be antagonistic to 
Jesus and to loathe reading the 
Bible - and if they do like these 
things, does this make them 
somehow less than acceptable? 

Some of the values that your 
paper espouses (which include 
among them respect for people 
and the provision of a caring soci- 
ety) are exactly what the Christ- 
ian faith proclaims as the way we 
should live. It ft a great shame 
that your news articles and edi- 
torial content are so often 
coloured by the view that rela- 
tionships are only of concern to 
the individual and there is no 
impact on others resulting from 
the “liberal” use of sex and drugs 
in their lives. 

Yours sincerely, . 

Hugh Griffiths 
New Malden, Surrey 


From Dr Richard Dawkins 
Sir Let’s charitably assume that 
your education correspondent, 
Fran Abrams, was joking when 
she called it “wholesome" if 
Oxford and Cambridge students 
are turning to religion 
(“Oxbridge's hard-working stu- 
dents torn to ecstasy”, 11 Decem- 
ber). But she realty ought to 
know better than to draw this 
conclusion from the evidence 
provided. Of course (he Bible 
would be Kkely to secure the 
largest single vote for favourite 
book. What other single book 
could possibly have done so? 

This does not mean that a 
majority of students read the 
Bible (a majority might prefer 
comics, but if their loyalties are 
divided among Dandy , Beano 
and 20 others, you’d get exactly 
the result reported). Nor do the 
figures quoted support the sug- 
gested trend towards religiosity - 

although this would not be too 
surprising, if the alleged doubling 
in the number trying Ecstasy 
since the tragic death of a young 
woman from the stuff were a reli- 
able indicator of the necessary 
stupidity. But this, too, may be 
unduly pessimistic. Percentages 
are notoriously pernicious if 
quoted without the absolute 
numbers. 

Yours faithfully, 

Richard Dawkins 

Oxford 

11 December 


Greer’s premise 

From Mr Douglas Rimmer 
Sin Germaine Greer (“Eagr. Inu, 
do you take me for a fool?’', 8 
December) writes of being de- 
frauded, she believes, of £20 tty a 
Nigerian youth in London. L, loo, 
have been implored to pay the 
fares to distant places of people 
darning to be stranded in London. 
However, these supplicants were 
British, so far as I could judge. 

Germaine Greer has also 
received from Nigeria a letter 
inviting her to join in a business 
transaction which, with good 
reason, she believes to be fraud- 
ulent. Although many people 
have received such letters from 
Nigeria, 1 have noL But, tike 


many others, I have been advised 
by British companies of winning 
prizes, as a condition of listening 
to sales promotions for time- 
share apartments, and these 
prizes have turned out to be 
worthless. And, like many others, 
I have been urged by British 
workmen to contract repairs to 
my house which 1 believe to be 
unnecessary. 

What, then, are we to deduce 
from Germaine Greer’s article - 
that, in order to denigrate a whole 
people on the strength of a small 
number of personal experiences, 
it is necessary to begin with awish 
to denigrate that people? 

Yours faithfully, - 
Douglas Rimmer. 

Birmingham 


u table studies show that forgot- 
ten sexual abuse is often recalled 
outside therapy, and can fre- 
quently be corroborated. 

Entirety contrary to the daim 
of Roger Sootford, director of the £ 
British Rise Memory Society, 
that “86 per cent of confronted 
parents admit", child abusers are 
notorious and plausible liars even 
in the face of overwhelming evi- 
dence. Very far from being pub- 
tidty seeking, the “False Memory 
Society” adult children have not 
had their stories told in a media 
that has given denying parents an 
almost free ride. 

Yours faithfully, 

Marjorie Orr 
Accuracy About Abuse 
London, NW3 
10 December 

From Ms Angela Davies 
Sin Angela Lambert's account of 
parents accused of child abuse 
(“Guilty until proven innocent”, 7 
December) was ill thought-out. 
While deeming the Boots em- 
ployee who contacted police in the 
Somerville case “(no doubt) well- 
meaning’’, her overall sympathy is 
with Ms Somerville, not with the 
who acted appropri- 
fo the requirements of his 

job/ 

The link between the cases of 
Ms Somerville and her partner 
and the Skftts was also rather 
tenuous. The latter are involved 
in an undoubtedly distressing 
case of abuse accusations by theft 
daughter,- who possibly suffers 
from the psychological disorder 
False Memory Syndrome. The 
former were investigated, never 
accused, after a third party acted 
on witnessing evidence of possi- 
ble abuse - ie, photographs of 
naked child. 

Yes, we have had Cleveland, 
Rochdale and the Orkneys. But 
we also have many children who 
suffer in silence because no one 
wants to step in. It seems ironic 
that after the brouhaha over the 
West case, someone who had 
the courage bo take direct action 
can be vilified. It is far better tbat 
some innocent parents are em- 
barrassed than any innocent child 
suffers the agomes of sexual or 
physical abuse. 

Yours faithfully, 

Angela Davies 
London, SW16 
8 December 


A job for the FBI 

From Mr Paul Bakker 
Sir Glad to hear that the Duchess 
of York win gel her jewels bade 
Next summer we’re visiting the 
US for the first time. 

We find ft very reassuring to 
know that if one of our bags goes 
missiqg after being checkedm, the 
full resources of the FBI will be 
brought to bear in its recovery. 
Yours, 

Paul Barker 
Orton Wistow, 

Cambridgeshire 

6 December 
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Dreams broken on the streets of Paris 


E uropean History is happening. 

loo slowly to notice. wTh? 
come bogged down in. acronyms, 
endless abstract debates about msti- 
tubons, all the bureaucratic blather 
and hogwash of tody’s Europe. 
Our eyes glaze; our minds wander. 
Is this the birth of a new super-state 
or the death of a dream? Who 
knows? But concentrating on ft ^ 
like trying to watch a butterfly 
batch or water freeze. 

P*d other great turning-points in 
political destiny have the same 
anaesthetising effect on those who 
lived through them? Did newspaper 
readers in Rhode Island and 
Boston yawn as they flipped yet 
another wearisome report of the 
oonfederaiists' latest proposals in 
Philadelphia? Did voters in Munich 
and East Prussia shrug at the windy 
garrulity of the National Socialists 
m the Reichstag and make ancient 
jokes about the pointlessness of 
politicians? 

Previous crises have at least been 

tinged by violence or the threat pf 
violence. Dying soldiers and 
smashed glass tend to concentrate 
the least political of minds. This 
time, as we try to focus on yet 
another European summit, to recall 
what the “reflection group” is up to 
and whose proposals on QMV wffl 
dominate the agenda for the ICC, 
we have only had the Parisian riots 
to make us stop and think. This isn’t 


real, European-style violence. But 
at least the workers of France have 
snapped their fingers. 

We need to hear them. For we 
are at a turning-point, even if the 
corner is gentle and long. After half 
a century of chugging quietly 
towards a certain idea of European 
unity, the realisation is spreading 
that we may not get there. Not 
soon. Not ever. 

And the reason is straightforward 
- the power of the global economy. 
Up to now, there has been a vague 
equation in the minds of European 
voters between the notion of Euro- 
pean union and prosperous moder- 
nity. The federal project unfolded 
alongside the creation of Euro- 
pean welfare states, the regulation 
of labour markets and the trans- 
forming effect of post-war pros- 
perity. During good tunes, voters 
don't much care what their leaders 
are scheming, so long as for them 
life ripens. 

The arrival of freer world trade, 
entirely mobile capital and the 
Asian century kills this cosy equa- 
tion. The lethal connection is mon- 
etary union, declared to be the next 
stage of European union. Once, 
perhaps, that could have been 
accomplished through a grand 
European-wide Keynesian institu- 
tion, coupled with equally wide- 
spread welfarism. But these days 
monetary union has to be on the 


For most Europeans, the federalist project has long been 
synonymous with progress. Now the implications of 
monetary union are forcing a radical rethink 


orthodox bankers’ terms. Nobody in 
power dissents from that proposi- 
tion and, indeed, it is written in 
letters of fire into the Maastricht 
treaty. 

Monetary union on these terms 
is incompatible with the continued 
levels of welfare, industrial subsidy 
and government borrowing to 
which a vast swathe of the Euro- 
pean middle class is accustomed. 
The link between federalism and 
voter-gratification is broken for 
public -sect or workers and pen- 
sioners. as it had already broken for 
farm workers. 

Suddenly, the next stage of polit- 
ical union is rasping against the self- 
interest of millions of voters at the 
hean of Europe. Once the Com- 
munity seemed synonymous with 
security and wealth. Now the fed- 
eral destiny demands insecurity 
and cuts. 

There is a grim belly-laugh to be 
wrung out of all this. Part of the 
motivation for European union, 
particularly in France, was that it 
would build a political Europe 
which could withstand the malign 
neo-liberal orthodoxy of malign 



ANDREW MARR 

Columnist of the Year 


The federal destiny 
demands 

insecurity and cuts 

Anglo-American capitalism. Yet 
here is the EU itself acting as 
the bridgehead for that ortho- 
doxy. Have the barbarians entered 
the temple? No. worse still - the 
priests have converted to 
barbarism! 

British Tories shouldn't laugh 
too hard, however. For the other 
side of the coin is that ail the things 
which London has argued are vir- 


tuous and more important than 
monetary union (cutting deficits, 
honestly facing up to demographic 
pressures on welfare budgets, and 
so on j arc being driven forward on 
the Continent by the allegedly irrel- 
evant Maastricht timetable. 

What a mess. Reforms which 
the British took from Thatcher 
because she argued that they were 
good for Britain might have been 
accepted by the French on the 
grounds that they are good for 
France. They are far harder to sell 
on behalf of an abstraction like the 
Maastricht process. And if this is 
how France reacts, what is coming 
elsewhere? The architects of union 
may live to rue the day that they 
linked monetary orthodoxy so 
dghtiy to cross-border fraternity. 

Keynes famously said: “When 
the facts change, 1 change my mind. 
What do you do?" Prudence would 
hold an early summit to revise the 
Maastricht treaty and pul the 
timetable for monetary union into 
abeyance. The single currency 
would be declared something that 
would be delivered when there was 
pressure on the politicians from 


their voters rather than the other 
way rouod. 

frndence would do this - but the 
French, German and other key 
governments are most unlikely to 
countenance such an embarrassing 
U-turn. They are politicians of the 
will, not of opinion polls. So at 
Madrid they will turn, instead, to 
the enormous question of what to 
call the new currency. Enjoy, boys. 

If it happens according to the 
timetable (and 1 believe it won’t), 
monetary union is likely further to 
alienate ’ continental voters from 
their rulers and to drive a wedge 
between the inner core who go 
ahead and the rest. As French 
voters look the strain, the conse- 
quences would surely include a 
surge of support for Le Pen’s 
National Front and the other anii- 
Maaslricht politicians of left and 
right. What would that do for 
Franco-German relations? 

Meanwhile, this troubled core 
Europe would face competitive 
devaluation from the nations 
encircling it, leading to worsening 
political relations between the two 
groups. Would it lead, in the end, 
to the barriers going back up? 
Though Sir James Goldsmith's 
polemics on the need for Euro- 
pean protectionism have cut little 
ice in London, they may start to 
seem compelling to continental 
politicians struggling to retain 


their post-war social contracts. 

And, in case there be the faintest 
whiff of British self-congratulation 
detectable here, let us remember 
that these are not nightmares from 
which London can blandly request 
an opt-out. Today British Conser- 
vatism celebrates the effects of 
devaluation and freedom from 
European social legislation, cou- 
pled with all the benefits of Euro- 
pean free trade and the inward 
investment that full membership of 
the EU brings. And that isn't 
sustainable. 

What is lacking is any alternative 
model to the implacable federalism 
of the post-war dream, or the 
smugly rejectionist politics of 
Britain. For me, the answer is a con- 
federal Europe, in which a smaller 
but powerful central authority over- 
saw trade, basic human rights, envi- 
ronmental and some security issues, 
while everything else was reserved 
as “nation-states’ rights" - a 
Europe that was a place in which to 
live and trade, not a new country. 

That kind of union may happen, 
though conversation about it has 
barely started. Before it does, we 
are likely to go through a time of 
political crisis in which the old 
order is threatened, challenged and 
messily dislodged. And perhaps 
this crisis has already begun: when 
European History speeds up, it 
tends to start on the streets of Paris. 


How to revive top-quality democracy 


Tony Blair is worried that people are going off politics in a big way. Hence the new ideas he revealed to Donald Macintyre 


F or an Opposition leader 
enjoying a 25-point poll 
lead, Tony Blair is remarkably 
focused on the proposition that 
there is “still a lot to do’’ before 
an election that couldyet be 16 
months away. In Club Class at 
35,000 feet, en route to a snow- 
bound Vienna to lend to the 
Austrian Chancellor’s election 
campaign a little lustre; Mr 
Blair is viably tense about the 
tasks ahead for his party. 

While he modes the Tory 
high command for the apparent 

Labour will need 
to guard against 
cynicism among 
the electors 


“sense of decay, a fin de side 
arr" that be claims hangs over 
the Government, he is also 
keenly aware that m tins strange 
period of electoral phoney war 
Labour could have problems 
maintaining its- own momen- 
tum. And here his own leg- 
rodary lack of complacency 
:omes to the rescue: new 
Labour bas to “deepen its mes- 
sage". While be says, correctly, 
hat some amongthe “chatter- 
ng classes'* may be bored with 
Lhe “new Labour, new Britain’' 
heme, the public at large is 
‘still coming to terms with rt, 
till getting used to it”. And be 
suggests that in the coming 
nonlhs Labour will need to 
juard with equal vigour against 
lynitism among the electors 
ind complacency within the 
arty. 

Though he doesn't say so, 
rou can detect a bint of £nzs- 
ration that be has not been 
liven the credit by UK com- 
nenlaiore that he already gets 
ibroad for shaping what be 
ces as a new, coherent, three- 
iided ideology for Labour. 
Mien you point out that the 
imflarh 1 dear ideological map 
Margaret Thatcher drew for 
tereeff in opposition between 
975 and 1 979 was coloured m 
w some eve -catching policies 
udi as the sale of council 
louses, he says, almost mtpa- 
ienilv. that yes. there wjl.be 
nnre headline -making pol icie s, 
fulthai should not detract from 

he clarity of his overall mission. 
Ic recaps on the three-sided 
ipproach. F>rsl- In the eco- 
nomic sphere, it B 
equipping people and bufl- 
icss for massive ... technolog- 
cal change", which he distin- 



Tony Blair Tin very worried about the calibre of people going into politics at every level’ Photograph: Brian Harris 


guishes from both the “rampant 
laissez-faire " doctrines of the 
new right and the “centralised 
economic planning” of the old 
left. Second, there is a “one 
nation" approach to social 
cohesion, based on reform of 
the. welfare state, “rebuilding 
strong public services" and con- 
fronting the problem of “an 
underclass set apart from the 
rest of society”. He again makes 
the distinction: this is neither 
new right “indifference to social 
breakdown” nor the old left’s 
limitless expansion of public 
spreading and rights without 
responsibilities. 

And the third element is a 


“new politics" to bring govern- 
ment “closer to the people", 
which contrasts with the right’s 
hostility to constitutional change 
and the old left's addiction to au- 
powerfuJ central government. 

It is about the third of these 
- how to change the very nature 
of British party politics - that 
Mr Blair is keenest to talk 
today. Bui just how solid are his 
credentials here? After all, the 
Commons is still a bear-garden, 
and Labour-UbDem co-opera- 
tion is in one of its grumpily 
sluggish phases - not least 
because the Labour leader him* 
self has resolutely refused to 
shift from his position that he is 


“not persuaded of the case” for 
Commons electoral reform. 
Indeed, it is like stripping paint 
with your bare fingernails to gel 
Lhe Labour leader to expand on 
how he would handle the com- 
mitment inherited from John 
Smith to hold a referendum on 
proportional representation. 

Mr Blair dearly believes that 
since there is such a large con- 
stitutional agenda on which 
Labour's goals arc shared with 
the Liberal Democrats, the 
“understandable" importance 
Faddy Ashdown's party attaches 
to PR should not be allowed to 
become a barrier. But he docs 
give the faintest him of how he 


might proceed on a PR refer- 
endum. And il stems from the 
formula he has now adopted on 
the matter of a referendum on 
monetary union. Were an Emu 
referendum to take place under 
a Labour government. Mr Blair 
maintains, he would not allow 
any breach of collective Cabinet 
responsibility, no repeal of 1975, 
when Harold Wilson permitted 
Cabinet ministers to campaign 
according to their own views on 
European membership. 

What, then, about a PR ref- 
erendum? “Il could be argued 
that PR is a slightly different 
case because there has been an 
ongoing debate in the party 


and many positions have been 
taken.” 

And as Prime Minister he 
himself would take a view when 
the time came. Ever cautious, 
he stressed the party was 
nowhere near a derision on 
this: but it just might mean that 
Mr Blair would allow Robin 
Cook and other Cabinet col- 
leagues who supported PR to 
campaign for iL even be per- 
sonally was against it. 

Nevertheless, this still leaves 
the question of what's new on 

Directly elected 
mayors could 
inject life into 
local government 


the political reform flank, over 
and above the admittedly 
daunting programme of consti- 
tutional change that Mr Blair 
inherited from his predeces- 
sors? Well, two issues certainly 
are, key proposals in the areas 
of local government and the 
workings of Parliament itself. 

At the centre of his thinking 
on the Commons is a genuinely 
radical transformation of Prime 
Minister's Question Time from 
its twice weekly, 15-minute role 
of purveyor of ready-made con- 
frontational soundbites to Lhe 
TV networks, into a cooler, 
longer (half-hour), once-weeldy 
session that actually adds to the 
sum of political knowledge. 

Some questions, or general 
subject areas, would be notified 
in advance to encourage more 
informative replies, but MPs, 
including the Opposition leader, 
would retain the opportunity to 
ask impromptu searching ques- 
tions on topics of the day. 
“There needs to be an accep- 
tance that questions should gen- 
uinely hold ministers to account 
and elicit information." 

He points out that at present 
most of the questions pul to gov- 
ernment ministers by their own 
side, especially at Prime minis- 
ter’s Question time, are actually 
about the Opposition. “It's not 
that you are not going to be able 
to ask bard questions but there 
is all the difference between 
hard questioning and personally 
abusive exchanges," he says. 

In other words a changed sys- 
tem won't necessarily give a 
Prime Minister an easier ride; 
rather, a more publicly edifying 
one. In this respect Mr Blair is 
going much further than the 
Commons Select Committee 


Simon Mayo 

blasphemy is to settle for a Nativity that has lost its meaning 

. rhri Pw cm Radio Yorker, and the Innkeeoer has eot a Ages, with lhe Wakefield and York candlelight from York Minster, on 
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sealing for Christmas Eve on Radio 
One has been attacked by members 
of both the Church of England and 
the Roman Catholic Church as 
“offensive'' and “disgusting". Notwith- 
standing lhe small fact that these 
outraged critics had only been read- 
me draft samples of a leaked scnpl, 
they were decided: the programme 
had to be stopped 

In fart, the “cartoon nativity - as 
the 18 -minuie drama we are produc- 
ing has been dubbed - is not quite as 
reported. True, Joseph - or Joey, as 
mXy calls him ' is a bad carpenter, 
the angel Gabriel is a camp New 


Yorker, and the Innkeeper has got a 
problem with Mad Cow Disease. But 
m our version - whatever her reac- 
tions tD these momentous events at 
the time - Mary does not swear at 
Joseph and is not “demeaned". She is 
portrayed as an ordinary human being 
with an unusually momentous calling, 
but then most theologians would con- 
cur with that. 

Whenever the Nativity story has 
been taken from one medium into 
another, especially when il is laced 
with humour, the religious establish- 
ment has declared a stale of emer- 
gency. As Jong ago as the late Middle 


Ages, with the Wakefield and York 
Myslety plays, humour has played an 
essential part in making the old story 
new. 

While I have my doubt that God 
needs bodyguards, least of all in the 
form of blasphemy laws in a pluralis- 
tic. religiously diverse society like 
ours, it seems to me that the real blas- 
phemy is to settle for a Christmas 
story that has lost all power to fire the 
imagination as it once did. 

At about the same time as our pro- 
gramme goes out to listeners of Radio 
One, the Christmas stoiy will also be 
told on Radio Two with carols by 


candlelight from York Minster; on 
Radio Three by Monteverdi's Vespers 
of 1610: on Radio Four with Midnight 
Mass from Bridlington Priory, on 
Classic FM with Carols from Greyfri- 
ars Church, Oxford and on BBCl with 
a Songs of Praise special - “Christmas 
with Cliff". 

Good for all those audiences. All 
we're trying to do is tell the same story 
to a different audience. It may be die 
greatest story ever told, but" there's 
more than one way of telling a story. 

The writer presents Radio One's morn- 
ing show. 


on Procedure’s current propos- 
als for reform of Question 
Tune. So what about local coun- 
cils? He is passionate when he 
says he is a "big believer" in the 
revival of local government, 
“which at its best is highly effec- 
tive and highly' imaginative." 

The stripping of councils' 
responsibilities have "tragically" 
pul many people off even con- 
sidering becoming councillors. 
But Mr Blair is clearly warming 
to a proposal that, he believes, 
could inject real life into local 
government though it may 
annoy many councillors. This is 
the notion" of directly elected 
mayors. It is. he sa\s. "referring 
explicitly to President Chirac’s 
background as Mayor of Paris 
and die importance of big city 
mayors in the United States, 
“essential that you have people 
of high calibre in all parts of the 
political firmament." 

And this is very much part of 
Mr Blair’s pilch: “I'm very wor- 
ried about the calibre of peo- 
ple going into every level of 
politics. It’s not surprising peo- 
ple go off politics. A large 
majority of people. Labour and 
Tory, come into politics for 
good and decent motives. But 
The process is harming the 


way that politics develops." 

This emphasis on political 
change is very much of a piece 
with what Mr Blair increasingly 
argues differentiates him from 
one-nation Tories, as well as 
those on the new right. Although 
there may be some overlap in 
ideas. Labour, he maintains, 
has given the political centre a 
“new ideology", and stands for 
transformation and renewal: 
while one-nation Conservatives 
- however commendabh' - are 
about conserving, in all spheres 
from the welfare state to the 
political process. 

Each Sunday evening, virtu- 
ally the whole Labour Party is 
tuning into the H Vdemess Years, 
BBC TVs series on the party's 
Jong march hack to eJeciabiliiy. 
Mr Blair believes this series 
will, for most party members, 
help to validate the changes 
made under his leadership. But 
he is characteristically wary of 
what he thinks may be the con- 
clusion to the series: "If the final 
thesis is, as I expect it will be. 
that we've betrayed everything 
for power, that's intellectually 
very sloppy." And as he flew 
back from Vienna last (tight he 
seemed supremely confident of 
proving it wrong. 



Baume & Mercier 


I8K gold, quartz movement, 
svnihciic sapphire enMal. 
sctcm - hack case and 
screw-down crown. 
uaicr-rCMMam in 
.Vtmeire*. 



Available hum Watches of Switzerland, .selected branches 
of Miippin & Webb and leading independent jewellers. 
Fur morv infomuikm on sour nearest .-lockist please call 
0171 Suwon. 
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Barings urged to re-think Tuckey role 

Pressure was mounting yesterday on Barings and its Dutch own- 
er. INCi. to reconsider its controversial consultancy agreement 
with Andrew Tuckey. the former deputy chairman. Several of 
i the hanks clients arc believed to have expressed concern at the 
| negative publicity surrounding the continued relationship with 
j Mr Tuekej and his expected remuneration. Internal staff divi- 
! Molts were also coming to a head yesterday over Mr Tuckey's 
| uncertain status at Barings. He is the only one of the 23 disgraced 
j t-'TOvr executives, all under investigation by the Securities and 
j i-utiires Authority, who is still actively engaged in Barings’ busi- 
nev*. with an office on the bank's executive floor. 

] New warranty deal for car buyers 

j Motorists will soon be able to buy warranties against media n- 
[ ic;il breakdown for ears bought privately , thanks to a scheme 
i to he launched this week by members of the Institute of Insur- 
I ante Brokers. Until now warranties have only been available on 
; new and used cars bought from dealers. More than 3 million 
j cars are I nought privately or at auction each year. 

| Hogg takes Allied Domecq chair 

j Sir Christopher Hogg was yesterday confirmed as new chairman 
! 1 ’I Allied Domeeq. the drinks group. Currently deputy chairman, 

1 lie v. ill take ov er from Michael Jackaman on l" April. Sir Cbristo- 
! plicr recently announced he was standing down us chairman of 
j Courtuuids. hut remains chairman of Reuters and a non-ex ec- 
j ui i*. e director of SmiihKline Bcccham and ( he Bank of England. 

; Accountant jailed 

i 

j John Dennison, u former senior partner in Surrey-based ac- 
! vKusiianis Gen H Jackson & Co, has been jailed for two and a 
i half years at Croydon Crown Court after admitting six charges 
i < *!' uiiiiul horised deposit-taking totalling £8m. 

; Pipeline chief joins British Gas board 

l Harry Moulson who runs British Gass pipeline business, 
TninM.ii. has been appointed to the main board. Mr Moulson, 

I who has recently been in dispute with the regulator, Clare Spot- 
! lis-.voi ide. iw er how much he can charge others to use the pipes, 
I “ees his salary increase to fZfKIJHlD from an undisclosed sum. 

j Mercury plans buy-back 

j Mereuiy Asset Management, the fund manager, announced yes- 
j ;eru:iv that it is to buy back up to If per cent of shares in its 
i European privatisation trust. The buy-back involves the issue 
j of tSi:R] in preference shares to finance the deal which is aimed 
I at narrowing the discount between the price of shares in the fund 
1 and their net asset value. Comment, page 21 

i $250m restructuring at US drugs group 

i 

j I jriviul- Myers Squibb, the US drug group, said it would take a 
, (■ Mirth-quarter restructuring charge of between S250m and $300m 
) in an effort to further reduce costs. The company said produc- 
| lb i!v initiatives arc expected to save at least S 1,1 bn by 199S. 

! Salomon cuts staff bonuses 

i 

. Salomon Brothers, the US investment bank, has cut staff bonus- 
j l\s despite improved 19^5 results. Pre-tax profits were $497m 
; lor the first nine months, after a near-Slbn loss in 1994. 


Dyke heads 
for top job 
in Pearson 
shake-up 


NIGEL COPE 

Pearson, the media conglomer- 
ate that' owns the Financial 
Tones T is expected to announce 
a radical boardroom shake-up 
tomorrow which could be a pre- 
lude to making TV mogul Greg 
Dyke its new chief executive. 

The first part of the sweep- 
ing changes will be the re- 
placement of finance director 
James JoD with John Makinson, 
managing director of the Fi- 
nancial Times. Analysts are 
meeting the company for an up- 
date on trading tommorow and 
are expecting to be given details. 

Mr Dyke, the bearded 
dynamo who joined the group 
as head of Pearson TV at the be- 
ginning of this year, is 47. He is 
seen as a good manager who has 
strong operational experience. 



James Joll: Making way for 
FTs Makinson 

His TV background would also 
count in his favour as this is a 
growth area for the company, 
which has been transforming 
itesetf from a diversified con- 
glomerate - including every- 
thing from engineering interests 
to Royal Doukon china - to a 
more focused media group. 

It was considered a surprise 
that Mr Dyke was not given a 
boardroom role but placed in 
charge of one of the operating 
divisions. 

The path to the top job would 
need the retirement of Frank 
Barlow the group’s current 
chief executive who was 65 last 
March. 

A spokesman for Pearson 
refused to comment last night. 
However, privately it is be- 
lieved they will annouce the 
changes at the Financial Times. 
But confirmation of changes at 
the top will come later. 


Pearson has recently been the 
subject of takeover specula- 
tion which has taken shares this 
year from a low of 543p to a 
peak of 6S4p. They were up 6p 
at 660p last night. In August 
Pearson announced profits had 
fallen 27 per cent in the half- 
year to last June. 

Mr Makinson is a former 
journalist on the influential 
Lex column on the FE He has 
been the paper’s managing di- 
rector since last year. Mr Joll, 
59, has been finan ce director for 
10 years. He has also worked his 
way up from the Lex column 
where he was joint editor. 

The changes will help calm in- 
vestor concerns about the suc- 
cession which have been 
hanging over the group for the 
last 18 months. One analyst said: 
"The board isn't getting any 
younger and the issue has to be 
addressed. It has hung like a 
spectre over the company.” 

Mr Barlow's retirement has 
been long expected but Pearson 
has been dragging its feet about 
naming his successor. 

Some analysts say, however, 
that Mr Dyke's experience is too 
narrow for a large group that 
still owns theme parks such as 
Alton Towers and other leisure 
operations such as Madam e 
Tussauds. They say that an ex- 
ternal appointment would be 
more appropriate. 

Media analysts win be briefed 
collectively tomorrow after the 
company changed its policy of 
meeting media watchers indi- 
vidually as it gave some access 
to price-sensitive information 
before others. The company is 
also likely to issue a trading 
statement 

The appointment of Mr 
Dyke, who is a hands-on man- 
ager, is already seen , to hove 
shaken up the rather dubty 
Pearson. In March it pulled on 
its biggest TV deal when it 
paid £175m for Grundy World- 
wide, the Australian production 
company that produces the 
Neighbours soap opera. 

The deal was the work of Mr 
Dyke who only joined the com- 
pany at the beginning of the 
year. In addition to the expan- 
sion in television, Pearson has 
been moving mare into new me- 
dia areas such as electronic 
publishing. 

The group has been over- 
hauling its regional newspaper 
group Westminster Press and 
cut 450 jobs there in July. 


Trading move: Liffe takes space in the Stock Exchange tower 



Full cry: Traders In action on the floor of the futures exchange, where open outcry still prevails Photograph: Reuter 

A new lease of life for outcry 


JOHN EISENHAMMER 

Financial Editor 

Open outcry could return to the 
London Stock Exchange's old 
trading floor, which has been 
leased by Liffe, the futures ex- 
change. In one of the largest 
City lettings in recent months, 
Liffe has taken 75,000 sq ft in 
the Stock Exchange tower, in- 
cluding office and storage space 
and the old trading floor. 

Liffe, which operates by open 
outcry and has seen its business 
expand dramatically in recent 
years, said h needed the Stock 
Exchange floor as a contin- 
gency reserve. “We have to be 
able to continue trading at aH 


times. If anything happened, 
such as a fire, we could not rely 
on our automated system, but 
would need to cany on open 
outcry in another space,” a 
Liffe spokeswoman said. 

The Stock Exchange ended 
open outcry on its own floor 
when it moved to electronic 
dealing at Big Bang. Open out- 
cry trading carried on wife fee 
options market until it merged 
with Liffe in 1992. 

The trading floor at (he Stock 
Exchange is still occupied by 
technicians finalisnig arrange- 
ments for the completion next 
year of the Sequence trading 
system. 

Michael Lawrence, chief ex- 


ecutive of the exchange, sai± 
..“Our space needs will be chang- 
ing during 1996, following com- 
pletion of the systems devel- 
opment projects on which we 
have been engaged. Letting 
these areas is part of the sound 
management of fee exchange's 
assets." 

The exchange is also expect- 
ed to cut about 300jobs out of 
its total staff of 1,300 as a result 
of replacement next summer of 
its traditional ThDsnan settle- 
ments system by the new Ctest 
paperless technology. 

Liffe expects to take occu- 
pation in fee second half erf next 
year, and fee leases run until 
2004. Liffe ’s principal trading 


will remain based at its Cannon 
Street headquarters. But fee re- 
cent expansion of fee trading fa- 
cilities to meet demand has 
pushed out office space, which . 
the exchange wants to relocate 
to the Stock Exchange tower. 

Volumes on Liffe have grown 
since its start-up in 1982 at an 
annual rate of 50 per cent un- 
til this year which has seen a 12 
per cent drop, which the mar- 
ket explained by less volatility 
in bond markets, and a reaction 
to the Barings crisis and other 
derivative concerns. But Liffe 
has recently announced links 
with thelbkyo and Chicago fu- 
tures exchange which will bring 
new contracts to the floor. 



JOHN SHEPHERD 

Airtours yesterday revealed the 
full extent of fee damage it suf- 
fered this summer, when holidays 
had to be sold at less than cost 
in an attempt to persuade peo- 
ple to go away despite fee un- 
usually hot weather at home. 
Profits before tax for fee year to 
30 September plunged from 
£75Anto£59m, 

Airtours now faces a critical 
three months as fee post-Christ- 
mas booking period nears. It 
has cut capacity for next sum- 
mer by 14 per cent to 1.8 mfl- 
lion. Booking to date, however, 
are very slow and are running 
at 25 per cent less than the same 
time last year. 


Tour companies are suffering 
from fee lack of a feelgood fac- 
tor. Job insecurity and the lack- 
lustre Budget, which put little 
extra cash mto people's pock- 
ets, have kept fee market de- 
pressed. 

Hundreds of jobs have been 
cut this year across fee indus- 
try, and analysts predict feat 
hundreds of small tour opera- 
tors and travel agents will go out 
of business. 

The smaller operators have 
found it increasingly difficult to 
pass on the rises in hotel 
charges in Spain and Greece in 
the last two years. While there 
are signs that Greek hoteliers 
are prepared to cut charges to 
win back lost custom, prices in 


Spain are .rising again! The 
continued strength of the 
French franc is also deterring 
holidaymakers from venturing 
to fee UK's most easily reached 
foreign destination. 1 ’ 

David Grassland, chairman of 
Airtours, said prospects for 
1995/96 depended on the will- 
ingness of UK tour operators to 
ensure that capacity was held in 
line with demand. 

Besides fee summer’s hot 
weather, fee industry paid fee 
price for the poQcy over the last 
two years of chasing market 
share by dafeing prices. Profit per 
customer at Airtours this summer 
crashed from £19J85p lo£937p. 

Brochure prices for next sum- 
mer have been increased by 


around 7 per cent, but cus- 
tomers can still book a holiday 
for next summer for the cost in 
real terms of package tour tak- 
en in 1993. 

Mr Crossland warned that the 
industry had to aim to balance 
demand wife supply to rebuild 
profit margins. “Wfe are not stu- 
pid enough to carry on operat- 
ing it wrong," he added. 

One of fee main problems 
faring the industry is the high 
number of people who leave it 
until the last minute to book. 

Airtours is increasing its total 
dividend for fee year by 16.7 per 
cent to 14p, through a final pay- 
ment of 1 ip. Earnings per share 
were 34.7p, down from 49.2p. 

Investment Column, page 22 


Grid directors net 
£2m in flotation 


MARY FAGAN 
Industrial Correspondent 

Directors of the National Grid 
Company saw the value of their 
shares and share options reach 
£2m yesterday after the flotation 
of the Grid went ahead. The 
shares opened at 209p and 
dosed at 209.5p, valuing the 
company at about £3.5bn. 

The main beneficiaries in- 
clude David Jefferies, the chair- 
man, whose shares alone are 
worth about £780,000, and John 
Uttlcy, the finance director. 
Directors also benefit from 
one-off dividend payments re- 
lated to fee flotation, although 
Mr Uttley has said he will give 
about £50,000 to charity. 

The price of the shares dis- 
appointed some City analysts 
who had expected it to reach as 
much as £231. At one point last 
week shares in the grey market 
touched £2 JO. 

The price may have been hit 


by the decision by North West 
VVhter and Scottish Power to be- 
gin "book-building" demand 
from institutions for their Grid 
stakes wife a view to placing fee 
shares. The two companies 
have more than 10 per cent be- 
tween them following their re- 
spective takeovers of Norweb 
and Manweb, fee regional elec- 
tricity firms. 

Substantial stakes are still 
held by Hanson, through its ac- 
quisition of Eastern Electricity, 
and by Southern Electric In- 
ternational of the US, which 
bought South Western Elec- 
tricity. 

Both Hanson and SEI want- 
ed to retain a Grid stake but 
were given a year to dispose of 
the shares by Tim Eggar, min- 
ister for industry and energy. 

More than a million private 
shareholders receive shares in 
the Grid through the demerg- 
er of stakes by regional firms. 

Shares placed, page 23 


CNN success spurs 
rivals into action 


DAVID USBORNE 

NEW YORK 

For years it was derided by the 
broadcast establishment as fee 
“Chicken Noodle Network." 
But today, CNN, the 24-hours 
news network launched try Tfed 
Turner in 1980, is the model 
everybody is straining to mim- 
ic, not to mock. 

With the start of December 
has come a rush of pronounce- 
ments of plans to challenge 
CNN in around-the-clock news. 
Rupert Murdoch, whose News 
Corporation owns the Fox Net- 
work here, started it wife an al- 
most off-hand comment at a 
conference in Boston that be in- 
tended launching his own cable 
news service, which, he said, 
would have a more conservative 
outlook than CNN. 

Next to break, cover was 
ABC, which proclaimed at a 
New York press conference 
that it, too, wanted to take on 


the CNN franchise and its ser- 
vice would be Launched in 1997. 
Then came NBC winch said it 
had sketched plans for a cable 
news operation in January. 

The NBC proposal has since 
been tied to fee Microsoft Cor- 
poration. NBC a subsidiary of 
General Electric, has acknowl- 
edged it is in talks wife Mi- 
crosoft about possible colla- 
boration. It is widely believed 
Microsoft is considering be- 
coming a 50-per cent partner in 
NBCs 24-hour news service, 
which it would make available 
to personal computer users by 
way of new cable modem tech- 
nology due aexyyear. 

How many CNN dones could 
compete ana survive is an open 
question. 

“Everyone knows there is 
room for more than one CNN, 
but nobody knows bow many 
more," said Peter Herford, a 
professor of journalism at Co- 
lumbia University in New York. 


Agnelli to step down at Fiat 


ANDREW GUMBEL 

Rome 

G ianni Agnelli one of the tow- 
ering personalities of the post- 
war Italian business world, 
heralded the end of an era yes- 
terday by officially announcing 
feat he would step down as 
chairman of Fiat in fee next few 
months as part of a slow tran- 
sition of power. 

Mr Agnelli, who is 74 and in 
indifferent health, said during 
a traditional end-of-year meet- 
ing with managers that he 
would hand over the reins to his 
long-standing number two. 
Fiat’s general manager Cesare 
Romin. However he made dear 
feat this would only be a tran- 


sitional solution and feat he in- 
tended younger blood to rise to 
fee top of fee organisation 
within a few years. 

It has been known for some 
time that Mr Agnelli who is 
viewed in Italy as a near-monar- 
chical figure, intended to step 
aside sometime in 1996, but the 
mechanics of the succession 
have been surrounded by mys- 
tery and intense speculation. 

In typically cautious fashion, 


Mr Agnelli will not be making 
an abrupt departure, but wifi 
remain chairman of the family 


holding company 1F1 and chief 
negotiator wife fee muons, Bart 
of his continuing interest is ex- 
pected to be grooming his 
nephew, Giovanni Alberto, for 


the top job and feus keeping 
Fiat in fee hands of fee family 
that founded fee company al- 
most exactly a century ago. 

The choice of Mr Romiti. 
who is 72, as even a transition- 
al figurehead is bound to be 

Controversial, since he is mis- 
trusted within fee family and un- 
der judicial scrutiny for his 
alleged role in making illegal 
payments to Italian political 
parties. A public : prosecutor 
formally applied for him to 
stand trial jost four days ago. 

But his helmsmanship win 
give fee 31-year-old Giovanni 
Alberto time to mature, both 
within fee Fiat organisation 
where he is alrea<fy on fee 
board, and outside it. 



Agnelli: handing over the 
reins at Fiat 
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TlfBrmshEnergy 
.had continued, 
to pretend such; 
^project was still 
oiHhe candsit _ 
-ytolHdljaye'been 
dismissed as 
jiist plain batty* ' 


A^r nearly half acentury of dogmatic 
■^attachment to the idea of building un- 
economic generating plant with taxpayers* 
money, the nuclear industry's leaders final- 
ly gave, in yesterday and announced the game 
was up. An application to build anothersta- 
^izewell in Suffolk has teen with- 
drawn, and an existing permission tor 
Hmkley in Somerset will not be acted upon. 

For most observers of the generating 
industry, the only surprise is that British 
Energy has persisted so long with its claim 
ttet another nuclear power station is a fea- 
sible economic proposition - even to the 
■point of brushing aside the Government’s 
miclear review in the summer, which made 
clear that not a single dollop of stale aid 
would be available. 

In feet a new nudear power station would 
need a gigantic subsidy. Eveiy potential insti- 
tutional investor in the privatisation of 
British Energy was aware of this, even if the 
management continued to delude itself 
The company is wise to back off now. well 
ahead of the flotation pencilled in for next 
summer. If it had continued to pretend such 
a project was still on the cards U would have 
been dismissed as just plain batty, hardly a 
a recipe for successful flotation. 


iterators admit the game is up at last 


Acknowledging the mortality of Britain's 
nuclear power industry creates its own 
problems, however, for no one likes a com- 
pany without a long-term future. Bob Haw- 
ley, chief executive, plays down diversifica- 
tion into gas or other forms of generation. 


because of overcapacity. He hinted that buy- 
ing a regional electricity company might be 
on his agenda, but it is hard to see how. 

The Government would not let him bid 
before privatisation, by which time there may 
be no recs left. Furthermore, Tim Eggar, the 
industry and energy minister, is determined to 
prevent a repeat of the easy profits after the 
last electricity privatisation, ana will almost cer- 
tainly load British Energy with enough debt 
to prevent a buying spree after the flotation. 

Even if he did not. any suggestion of grand 
plans for diversification would probably 
have investors running a mile. The alterna- 
tives, of selling existing technology overseas 
and joining the burgeoning worldwide indus- 
try that decommissions old power stations, 
are not the most exciting investment propo- 
sition around. Lord Hanson prides himself 
on his ability to make profits by managing 
declining industries, whether they be sack 
manufacture or tobacco. Perhaps it is time 
for him to take a close look at nuclear power. 
Floating the company at a realistic price con- 
tinues to look as difficult as ever. 

Question mark over 
our monetary set-up 

T he betting must still be on an interest rate 
cut after tomorrow’s monetary meeting 
between Kenneth Clarke and Eddie George, 
notwithstanding the Governor’s supposed op- 
position. After all, the Government runs no 


immediate risks with inflation, which remains 
historically very low. and having called the 
economy right earlier this year, the Chan- 
cellor's tail is up. 

The big drawback, however, is that such 
a move will undoubtedly put a question mark 
over our monetary arrangements. These 
were set up after the pound plummeted out 
of the European exchange rate mechanism, 
to make sure that there was an alternative 
framework for keeping inflation under con- 
trol. At their core are the monthly meetings 
at which the Chancellor and Governor of the 
Bank of England discuss a broad range of 
economic indicators which contain signals 
about inflation prospects. 

Both the Bank and the Treasury predict 
that underlying inflation will be around 2.5 
per cent by mid-1997. Many outside econ- 
omists would agree with Mr Clarke that this 
in itself is reason enough to allow interest 
rate cuts now. Unfortunately, the indicators 
the Chancellor and Governor are supposed 
to use in assess the inflation outlook are not 
yet flashing the green light for lower base 
rates Mr Clarke would like. Monetary and 
financial indicators such as narrow' and 
broad money, the exchange rale, share 
prices and market expectations of inflation 
all point the other way. Cost indicators are 
mixed - materials costs are easing, but wage 
pressures are increasing. Indicators of activ- 
ity such as output, retail sales and the state 
of the labour market are the only ones to sig- j 
nal the need for easier policy. 


The judgement Mr Clarke needs to make 
tomorrow is not easy, because it will not be 
possible to judge whether policy has been 
about right until we see the inflation rate in 
two years' time. TbaL however, is precisely 
why he and Mr George look at a long list of 
indicators that hold signals about inflation. If 
it is too early to give a verdict on the success 
of the policy'- it is also too early to abandon 
the rules. And if Eddie George is more acutefy 
aware of this than Kenneth Clarke, it is 
because he is more likely to be here to see the 
consequences than the present Chancellor. 

Elegant solution to an 
embarrassing problem 

S hame rather than invention appears to 
have mothered the latest financial wheeze 
from Mercury Asset Management Ear from 
enjoying stonking gains, the 70.000 private 
investors who poured money into MAM'S 
European privatisation investment trust 
have found themselves languishing in poor- 
ly performing markets. Launched at the top 
of the market early last year, the trust paid 
the price of collapsing confidence, and the 
fact that European privatisations have tend- 
ed not to be priced at the giveaway levels 
common in the UK. Try as it might to argue 
that its trust had performed well against the 
index, the near 19 per cent discount to net 
asset value told a more dismal store of dis- 
appointment For the sake of its brand im- 


age, Mercury clearly felt such continued cm- 
bWassmeni was more than it could afford. 

The remedy it has come up with looks 
clever a share buy-back that is a first of its 
kind- MAM will take out about 15 per cent, 
or of the trust's share capital over the 
next year or so, which should both narrow the 
discount and improve the asset value per share 
for investors. The key to the technique is the 
replacement of the trust shares with an equiv- 
alent amount of preference shares, which will 
be privately placed with institutions. .Although 
equity in name, these preference shares are 
to all intents and purposes dcbL 
This means Mercury gets round the com- 
pany restrictions on share buy-backs, which 
must be financed out of distributable prof- 
its or the proceeds of another share issue, 
while at the same time maintaining the size 
of the trust and therefore its portfolio 
intact, instead of decreasing the volume, it 
has found a way of changing the balance 
sheet structure, which means there will be 
no Joss in management fees either. 

But do not expacL a rash of imitation. This 
sort of move only works with trusts that are 
below their issue priee. Otherwise there are 
horrific tax complications. So old established 
trusts need not apply. The trust also needs 
to be of a decent size’ to absorb the costs and 
to make the preference shares worthwhile. 
Investors will pay some £4m a year to 
finance the exercise, which, looks a small 
price for a seemingly elegant solution to an 
old and emharrasririg problem. 
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Belle epoque: Last summer’s heatwave boosted nation-wide expansion for restaurant group specialising in pavement catering at affordable prices 



Profits take wing at Pelican 


Cafe society: Pelican at Canary Wharf in London’s Docklands offers al fresco dining 


Photograph: Jane Baker 


NIGEL COPE 

The blazing summer and the 
trend towards the cafe culture 
has doubled profits at Pelican 
group, the restaurant business 
that runs the Cafe Rouge and 
Dome chains. 

The company has been open- 
ing a new restaurant eveiy day 
over the last six months and 
plans to have more than 100 by 
March. The new Cafe Rouge 
which opens today in Reigate. 
Surrey, will be the’ group's 91sl 

Roger Myers, the chief exec- 


utive. said the popularity of al 
fresco eating in the summer 
pushed up sales by 3 per cent as 
branches of the Dome and Cafe 
Rouge feature pavement tables. 
But also said that eating out was 
becoming more popular. 

“People are eating out more 
than ever." he said. “With the 
rise in the numbers of working 
women, people are looking for 
affordable places to eat out” The 
average price of a lunch at Cafe 
Rouge was still only £6.50, he 
said, while a dinner for two 
would cost £25. He added that 


though his restaurants were seen 
as trendy places to visit there was 
still a resistance to higher prices. 

Pelican has started to expand 
the Cafe Rouge concept outside 
of London with branches in 
Birmingham. Bristol. Brighton 
and Aberdeen. Next year the 
Dome and Mamma .Amalfi for- 
mats will also be taken nation- 
wide: “It’s very pleasing that the 
concepts have worked so well 
outside London. We still have a 
lot of scope for expansion." 

Pelican has opened or con- 
vened 64 restaurants since 


April 1994. It has acquired Ab- 
bave. a monastery themed 
restaurant in Bromley, Kent 
Pelican started with one restau- 
rant in Richmond, Surrey in 
1989 and has been expanding 
rapidly ever since. A second 
branch of Sheila's, a barbeque- 
style restaurant is also likely. 

Pelican announced pre-tax 
profits up 124 per cent to £3ra in 
the six months to September. 
Sales were up by 76 per cent to 
£24m. Shares closed lp higher at 
1 1 7_5p. The interim dividend in- 
creased by 30 per cent to 0.65p. 
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ROGERTRAPP 

Jersey yesterday announced 
plans to* introduce laws to lim- 
it the liability of accountants and 
other professionals amid spec- 
ulation that other offshore fi- 
nancial centres will be quick to 
develop similar legislation that 
some fear will encourage “fly- 
by-night" organisations to leave 
Britain. 

A spokeswoman for the 
island government said the 
competition between the cen- 
tres was so intense that a swift 
response from somewhere such 
as Guernsey was likely. _ 

Sena lor Pierre Horsfall, pres- 
ident of the States of Jerry’s 
finance and economics coxn- 
raiuee, said the planned law was 
“yet another example of the Jer- 
sey authorities working togeth- 
er with business to Introduce 
new legislation” and added that 
he hopoi the tew would attract 
large multi-partner firms from 
other professions. 

Meanwhile, Austin Mitchell, 
the Labour MP who has been 
a vociferous critic of accoun- 
tants and otherpsofesoonals for 
many years, has added his voice 
to the growing view that ac- 
countancy firms risk damaging 
their reputations by setting 
themselves up in places more 


usually associated with tax ex- 
iles and other fugitives. “It's 
barmy. The only answer to this 
land of legal action is good 
audits and they’re not going to 
be able to do any better audits 
in Jersey than here * he said 

He also suggested that the 
firms might be seeking to pan- 
ic the Government into moving 
qtricfcfy to reform tile law of joint 
and several liability. This prin- 
ciple, which is being amended 
far the. United Stales and else- 
where, is seen as the key to their 
problem since it can result in au- 
ditors meeting the whale loss of 
. a corporate collpase even if they 
are only partly to blame. 

As expected, Ernst &. Young 
and Price Waterhouse, two of 
Britain's largest accountancy 
firms, confirmed yesterday that 
they had helped the States of 
Jersey's finance and economics 
committee develop the diraft law 
that will be debated in the is- 
land’s parliament m the first 
quarter of next year. If passed, 
ft will have to go to the Privy 
Council for approval and could 
come into operation by the 
end of the year. 

It is largely based on legisla- 
tion already introduced in the 
US state of Delaware that has 
encouraged the country’s lead- 
ing accountancy firms to regis- 


ter there. Al present in Jersey 
- as in mainland Britain - lim- 
ited liability is only open to part- 
ners who are not involved in the 
running of the business. But the 
new law would protect the per- 
sonal assets of any partners 
not connected with a negligent 
act, while still making the over- 
all partnership totally liable for 
all debts. In addition to paying 
an as yet undecided registration 
fee, each firm would also have 
to make a £5m financial provi- 
sion from which to meet judg- 
ments against it. 

The Jersey authorities trust 
that this and the island's “rep- 
utation for good regulation" will 
prevent the planned law being 
abused by individuals or 
organisations intent on using 
offehore status as a cover for 
suspicious activities. 

Both Nick Land, senior part- 
ner of Ernst & Young, and Ian 
Brindle. his counterpart at Price 
Waterhouse, emphasised that 
they would not be seeking the 
tax advantages available to 
organisations registered in 
Jersey. Pointing out that they 
would continue to be regulated 
by the Institute of Chartered 
Accountants, they said that if 
they made the change it would 
not make any difference to how 
they operated. 
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I Inflation figures ‘open 
95 way for early rate cut’ 



DIANE COYLE 

Economics Correspondent 

Inflation is unlikely to fall much 
further. William Vfeidegrave, 
Chief Secretary to the Ti^asaiy- 
told MPs yesterday. “We don i 
think it’s going to come down 
veiy much more- It's getting very 
tow." be told the Tftasuty Select 
Committee. 

His remarks followed figures 
showing that mflaoonaiy pres- 
sures were receding* ^ n . a ‘>’ sls 
said that a slowdown, in racto- 
ry gale price rises last month has 
cleared the wav for Chancellor 
Kenneth Clarke to cut base 
rates after his meeting tomor- 
row with Eddie Geoige. Gov- 
ernor of the Bank of England. 

“EawtomiccorKfiticmswouki 

make lower interest rates a pru- 
dent measure at “5^°^ -4 
would not be a gamble, saw 
Sean Sheptev, an economic at 
bank CSFa Many 

Cav economists expect a sntefl 
eta in interest rates after to- 
monows meeting- Others ihmk 

. l nPOI 


dent, played down hopes of an 
imm inent fall in German 
interest rates. 

Lower interest rates in 
Germany and the US. making 
it easier for Britain to follow 
suit, are expected in the next few 
weeks. But the Bank of England 
is expected to advise against an 
early move - raising the spec- 
tre of a re -run of the Governor’s 
earlier disagreement with the 
Chancellor. 

The annua! rate of increase 
in factory gate prices declined 
to 43 per cent in November, 
while earlier figures were re- 
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clmeyer. Bundesbank presi 


vised down. Although year-on- 
year increases in paper and 
plastics prices remained high, 
ihev were much lower than 
earlier in the year. Computer 
prices fell 4 per cent in the year 
lp November. 

There was an encouraging 
drop in “core” output price in- 
flation, excluding food and fuel. 
Its annual rate of increase in the 
latest three months - an indi- 
cator emphasised by the Bank 
of England - fell from 4.0 per 
cent to 3.4 per cent in Novem- 
ber. Prices for materials de- 
clined sfighffy during the month, 
after adjusting for seasonal in- 
creases in food and fuel costs. 
Since the start of the year the 
annual rate of input price in- 
flation has nearly halved, to 62 
per cent, and has reached its 
lowest since August 1994. 

The earlier alarming bulge in 
materials prices has been re- 
versed, but economists al bro- 
kers Hoare Govett say that the 
fail has been driven by lower 
fuel prices. The year-on-year 
increase in "core” imported 
materials prices is still running 
at 145 per cent. 
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MUSIC & AVIATION: 

SPORT AS ART 

The Breitling World Cup of Aerobatics' 
1995 season was staged successively in 
France (SaJon aeronautique du Bo urge t), 
Canada (Abbotsford Airshow), California 
(Miramar NAS Airshow) and in Austria 
(Wiener Neustadt Flugmesse), ending with 
a spectacular finale at Tajima in Japan before 
200,000 awed spectators who watched as 
the year's twelve finest pilots set to music 
the highly technical art of aerobatics. 




% 




HIGH-FLYING FINALE 

Patrick Paris, who pilots the Breitling CAP 
232 plane, won that last event, taking second 
place in the year's overall standings, just 
behind Mudry factory pilot Dominique 
Roland, also flying a CAP 232, the winner 
of the 1995 Breitling Cup. In third place 
aboard a Sukhoi 31 was Jurgis Kairys of 
Lithuania, whose performance confirmed 
that generous engine power and aerohatics 
were now perfectly compatible. 

During this Breitling World Cup of Aero- 
batics flying season, over one million spec- 
tators rediscovered flying, aerobatics remain- 
ing a little-known aviation specialty that 
really merits greater public interest. 



ACADEMY 


TO ATTRACT FRESH TALENTS 

In 1996, as a further boost to competition 
flying, Brettunc is setting up an advanced 
aerobatics school in the U.S., Japan and 
Europe. Called the Breitling Academy, it is 
designed to allow talented up-and-coming 
pilots to receive advanced artistic and tech- 
nical training. They will have an opportu- 
nity of honing their skills aboard high- 
performance aircraft (CAP 232, Extra 300S, 
Sukhoi 31) and training with the sport's 
most qualified pilots including Xavier de 
Lapparent, the current world champion, 
all concrete Brettunc contributions to the 
future of aerobatics. 


PILOTS WANTED 

Today still, aeronautics combines advanced 
technology and high adventure. Despite 
the routine of scheduled air travel, flying 
remains at the heart of one of man's oldest 
dreams. 

Every year, Brettung will furthermore spon- 
sor an original project involving the world's 
airspace presented by a particularly imagi- 
native pilot. Called Breitling Wings Award, 
it will reward Ihe finest project submitted 
during the coming year. 


AROUND THE WORLD 
IN 14 DAYS 

In 1996. a project code-named Breitling 
Orbiter will spearhead this new series of 
BREtTUNG-sponsored events. In a modern 
interpretation of an age-old dream, a non- 
stop globe-circling balloon trip will shortly 
become a reality. A Cameron-type balloon 
featuring a helium-filled sphere and a hot- 
air balloon have been designed to enable 
the lighter- than- air Orbiter to maintain an 
altitude of 8,000 to 12,000 meters even after 
sundown. 
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Winners of the first transatlantic balloon 
race in 1992, Bertrand Piccard of Switzerland 
and Wim Verstraeten of Belgium will share 
a pressurized and thermicallv insulated 
cabin. They will be travelling far higher than 
before, at jumbo-jet altitudes, driven by jet- 
stream wands high above the legendary Silk 
Road, Korea and Japan to California then 
on to Nova Scotia and across to Europe 
again. Breitling is particularly proud to 
sponsor an exploit of this magnitude and 
to provide its daring crew with chrono- 
graphs of a highly unusual design. 
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Allders struggles on weak legs 


This has been ^ tough year for all re- 
tailers, but Allders seems to have 
struggled more than mosL Its two- 
pronged approach to retailing, with de- 
partment stores on the one hand and 
duty-free shops on the other was 
supposed to be a strength. Instead, 
weaknesses have emerged in both 
legs. 

Department stores have been hit by 
weak consumer demand and the blaz- 
ing summer. 

The duty-free business is suffering 
from high opening costs and uncer- 
tainties over the European Union’s ap- 
proach to duty-free shoppping. 

The performance of the shares tells 
the story. Allders' shares were priced 
at 170p when they were floated two 
years ago. After peaking at 243 p this 
May, they have been on the slide ever 
since. Yesterday they fell a further 21 p 
to a record low of I68p. 

Results for the year to September 
compounded the gloom. Pre-tax prof- 
its were down 8 per cent to £23 Jm on 
sales that were up 13 per cent to £S28m. 
although exceptional items cloud the 
picture somewhat. 

Last year’s figures included a £1.5m 
gain from property disposals. This 
year's are dented by a JEl.lm cost re- 
lating mainly to the cost of opening new 
duty-free outlets in Copenhagen and 
Paris. 

But the underlying position is un- 
certain at best. True, the department 
stores pushed up profits to £153m and 
like-for-like sales grew by around 23 
per cent. 

However, most of this gain is 
thought to have come from the flag- 
ship store in Croydon where building 
work in the surrounding shopping 
centre has now finis hed. 

The rest of the chain is thought to 
be treading water. 

The margin has also weakened due 
to a shift in the sales mix towards low- 
er-margin goods such as perfumes and 
multi-media PCs. 

The duty-free business has different 
problems. It is faced with the possible 
end of duty-free shopping in the Eu- 
ropean Union by 1999. Some 40 per 
cent of Allders' duty-free sales are in 
the EU, though half of this is in goods 
such as perfumes and cosmetics which 
are less affected. 

Allders has also suffered from a £lm 
drop in incentive payments from BAA 
in its UK airports. This related to 
turnovers targets set by the airports op- 
erator which were higher this year. 
With analysts forecasting profits of 


£223 tn for this year the shares are on 
a forward rating of 12. 

This is a discount to the sector but 
with risks such as the EU duty-free 
ruling hanging over the stock, there is 
better value elsewhere. 


Airtours suffers 
from sunburn 


The big question facing the tour 
operators who have slashed next year’s 
holiday capacity by a quarter to 83 Bul- 
lion is whether they have done enough. 
All depends on the key January to 
March booking season and the indi- 
cators, so far, suggest further cuts mil 

be necessary. 

Airtours' annual results yesterday 
showed a nasty dose of sunburn from 
this summer’s season. Pre-tax profits 
dropped from £75. 8m to £59m_ But for 
a full year's inclusion of a healthy 
£25.2m from the acquired Scandi- 
navia operations, the figures would 
have appeared even more dreadful 

The fact that the shares yesterday 
jumped 22p to 358p owes much to the 
results being at the top of a pes- 


simistic range of forecasts, and because 
there were no additional surprises 
following the recent profits warning. 
The shares have underperformed the 
market by 35 per cent this year. 

Airtours’ underlying bookings from 
the UK are currently down 25 per cenL 
Brochure prices have been increased, 
but by only enough to put them on a 
par with the cost of holidays sold in 
1993. 

What Airtours hopes, as do Thom- 
son and Fust Choice, is that supply and 
demand will be equalised by die time 
school holidays start next summer to 
prevent a repeat of this year's giveaway 
of packages at below cost 

The giveaway was all too evident in 
Airtours’ results, with profit per pas- 
senger crashing from £19.85 to £937 
- equal to a drop in margin from 73 
to 33 per cent. 

While few in the industry dispute that 
this year is going to prove another big 
test. Airtours does have financial 
strength and additional earnings 
streams from Scandmaiva and now 
Canada to see it over the worst prob- 
lems. The cash pile at the year-end 
totalled £305m, four times debt 

Analysts’ forecasts vary greatly for 
the current year, starting at £65m pre- 


tax and rising towards £80m. The con- 
sensus p/e is a lowly 83 but, given that 
interest rates are likely to fall soon, the 
share price is well supported by a gross 
yield of 53 percent on assumptions of 
a 15p dividend this year. 


Yield underpins 
Kenwood 


On the face of it these looked to be a 
good set of interim figures from Ken- 
wood, the electrical appliance maker, 
with pre-tax profits a useful 24 per cent 
higher at £7.4m (£5.95m). But the 
shares, which have been in steady re- 
treat since the beginning of last year, 
slipped a further 2p to 229p, well be- 


Allders: at a glance 


Market value: £193m share price 168p 


Five year record 
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Ewope if America Antratafa, 


Dutyfree 


Share price 

pence 



low both the peak of 381p and the 1992 
flotation price of 285p. 

The market’s worses, given a size- 
able boost when former chief execu- 
tive Tim Parker headed for the exit in 
October to run Clark the shoe maker, 
are justified. Kenwood has a number 
of intractable problems. 

Its core UK food processor market 
is mature and highly susceptible to 
squeezes on disposable income. Raw 
materials are a further concern, ac- 
counting for 5 or 6 per cent of sales val- 
ue and subject to often violent swings. 
Finally borrowing, representing 75 per 
cent of shareholders’ funds at the 
half-way stage, leave little flexibility. 

But Kenwood also has a number of 
advantages over its competitors. Its 
focus on achieving a low-cost manu- 
facturing base has a good lead through 
a factory in China, which is currently 
working flat out to satisfy demand both 
from Kenwood and Japanese compa- 
nies hit by the strong yen and attracted 
by the increasing quality of Chinese 
products. 

The company is tackling the static 
food processor market by launching « 
steady stream of new products, such as 
travel irons, air conditioning units, rice 
cookers and espresso machines. And 
overseas there are still plenty of op- 
portunities in markets where Kenwood 
£ c omp eting head-on with high-cost do- 
mestic manufacturers. 

The balance betwen those pros and 
cons will determine whether you think 
a prospective price/eamings ratio of un- 
der 10 for the year to March, when 
profits of around £16m are likely, is fair 
or not 'With a prospective yield of 53 
per cent the shares are probably fairly 
underpinned. 
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Grand designs on Detroit 
dismissed as a 






Detroit is highly insulted by 
suggestions that 12 blocks of 
Hs old business district be 
turned into “a theme park of 
decay”. The idea has been 
pot forward by Camilio Jose 
Vergara, the famous New 
York photographer and 
writer, who wants to see the 
boarded-up downtown sky- 
scrapers stabilised and then 
left to rot - creating what he 
calls an American Acropolis. 

“We could transform 
nearly 100 troubled buildings 
into a erand national histone 


park of play and wonder," 
Mr Vergara said. “A 
memorial to industrial 
America." 

The theory is that walls of 
the pre-Depression buildings 
would crumble to expose 
steel frames. Trees would 
grow through the ceilings 
and wOd animals would re- 
turn. Visitors could then 
stroll through the empty 
streets, bird-watching and 
collecting berries. 


“It’s the most ridiculous 
thing I’ve ever heard,” ex- 
ploded John Slater, chair- 
man of the Detroit Planning 
Commission, who -said be has 
jdans to revive the business 
ethic in downtown Motown. 

The continental weakness 
foraspot of DIYhas 
claimed another victiem. 
Hans Jakob. Zimmeimann, 
chains an -designate of the 

Thyssen subsidiary Handel- 

snnioo, has surrendered both 
parts of his title, after, admit- 
ting he had his house reno- 
vated free of charge by 
various construction compa- 
nies. Tfayssen said the 51- 
year-old director had left the 
company after a short, but 
ter minal, internal inquiry. 

The exploits of the 
toupeed Jurgen Schneider 
apart, corporate Germany 
has remained largely un- 
touched by sleaze. That has 
traditionally been the pre- 
serve of the French. You will 



Free-loading at the London International Boat show comes to 
an abrupt end. Strung by a loss of revenue tire organisers have 
“revised” the complimentary ticket procedure to exclude non- 
essential nff-nd Free tickets win no longer be issued with- 
out fill! accreditation and accompanying photograph. 
Another fine tradition sinks slowly below the PfimsoU line. 


recall industry minister Ger- 
ard Longuct, who resigned 
last vear over allegations of 
bribery in connection with 
his villa in St "fropez. And 
Pierre Suard,cbainnaxi of 
electrical engineering group 
Alcatel, who allowed the- - 
French taxpayers to foot the 
bill for the refurbishment of 
his luxury Paris apartment 
Mr 23mmenmflit to bor- 
row an English phrase, ap- ■ 
pears to have been banged to 
rights. According toDer 
Spiegel , the German weekly, 
the incident came to light 
when an anonymous letter 
was sent simultaneously to 
the Dusscldorf prosecutor 
and to Thyssen management. 

Confronted with the allega- 
tion Mr Zunraena&nn admit- 
ted everything. 

Not that he had any 
choice. The value of the 
work carried out at Mr Zlm- 
mennann’s house was 
800,000 German marks 
(£360,360) of which 70 per 
cent is said to have been 
picked up by Hochtief, die 
construction giant More 
than a quick paint job. 

Bookmakers are predicting a 
complete shutdown in the 
City from 230pm today as 
the Varsity rugby kicks off in 
front of a 65,000 sell-out 
crowd at Twickenham. “A lot 
of people will either be at . 
the match or watching it on 
television,” said Sporting - 
Index, the spread betting 
specialists, which is predict- 
ing brisk business. - - 
Having thumped Western 
Samoa, Cambridge Universi- 
ty are firm favourites to win 
by a margin of 8 to 11 points. 

Documents forming; an 
integral part of the Forte' 
defence strategy have had to 
be corrected after they were 
found to contain misleading 
information. The Christmas 
party of the Savoy Group 
press office will not take 
place on Thursday 19 - 
December as the invitation 
states. The 19th is a Tuesday. 
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IN BRIEF 


Greene King lifts beer and food sales 

Greene King, brewers of Greene King IPA and Abbot Ale, has 
seen real growth in beer volumes and food sales in the first half 
of the year. Profits from the company’s managed pubs rose 14 
per cent, while the tenanted business, still the largest pan of the 
group, grew profits 5 per cent to £7.6Sra. That fed into a group 
total raised from £93 lm to £llm in the 24 weeks to 15 October. 
The interim dividend rises 10 per cent to 43p. In view of the re- 
cent state of the property market, the board has begun a prop- 
erty revaluation 12 months ahead of the time dictated by the 
company's normal five-year schedule. The results will be incor- 
porated in the foil-year results. 

Higher Carclo margins boost profits 

Carclo Engineering remains optimistic about the outlook despite 
a recent fall in orders in certain businesses. The textile equip- 
ment to wire ropes group said the drop in order volumes since 
September had resulted from de-stocking by some customers, but 
the trend was not expected to continue. Higher margins pushed 
interim profits 12 per cent higher to £S.2m in the six months to 
September. The half-time dividend is raised 73 per cent to 3.44p. 

Court Cavendish depreciates property 

Court Cavendish, the nursing home operator, has moved to de- 
preciate its property assets, taking a £360,000 charge in the lat- 
est six months. The cost of the change would be £760,000 in a 
foil year. Half-year profits to October were held at £2.24m as a 
result of the charge, an underlying rise of 16 per cent The half- 
way dividend goes up 15 per cent to 1.7Sp. 
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The need for a fester growth strategy 


umbers yesterday, the 
market thought it was adds-on 
for an interest rate cut follow- 
ing the meeting between the 
Chancellor and the Governor 
tomorrow. When the goodish 
figures were published it man- 
aged to convince itself that a half 
point off base rates had become 
a near-cert. 

Some sort of base rate cut 
feels right, principally because 
the market will accept it. The 
balance of fear between re- 
newed inflation and a new Eu- 
rope-wide recession (actual 
recession on the continent, very 
subdued growth here) has shift- 
ed towards the latter. The Bank, 
however, will continue to lean 
against inflation, as it must, and 
may be able to hold down the 
cut to a quarter per cent. That 
might disappoint the markets, 
but pohticaily it would be astute 
for (he Chancellor to accept that 
advice. The less he cuts now the 
more he may be able to do so 
in the future. 

The underlying point here is 
that world interest-rate pressure 
has clearly eased. Germany is 
going to cut rates soon, for last 
week's figures on manufactur- 
ing output revealed that year- 
on-year there was a sharp 
downturn in domestic sales, so 
that despite strong exports, 
overall output was down. The 
obvious trigger for easing in 
Germany is this week’s Bun- 
desbank' council meeting, but 
even if this does not sanction a 
cut, expect some easing early 
next year. In ‘I: ; US there is no 
expectation of a tightening of 
monetary policy and the bond 
and equity markets have been 
whizzing ahead on that bass. 



ECONOMIC VIEW 

HAMISH McRAE 


Against this background 
some cut in UK rates really does 
seem likely. But of course we 
are just talking about a modest 
shaving of one particular in- 
terest rate. On a long historical 
view it matters not one jot 
whether base rates go up, down 
or sideways as a result of this 


has been much larger. It is as 
though the unpleasant experi- 
ence of negative real rates in the 
1970s has to be paid for the 
markets are in a way getting 
their own back. 

This is not a British issue; it 
is a global one. We may or may 
not do a bit better than the rest 


side of the graph is secure, Mr 
Clarke will eventually achieve 
his desire of lower interest 
rates, and Mr George will 
achieve his desire of lower in- 
flation. The only difference is 
that the former may not be in 
office to enjoy iL 
Whether the downward trend 
is indeed secure of course de- 
pends on the grand forces of the 
global economy - in particular 
the continuing downward pres- 
sure on the price of goods 
caused by new, low-wage en- 
trants into the world market, the 
relentless drive to improve the 


Looking 10 or 20 years ahead the balance of 
probability is in favour of low global inflation 


particular meeting. What mat- 
ters is whether the long-term 
trend of inflation (and hence 
long term interest rates) con- 
tinues to be down. 

'Hie long-term context into 
which this decision fits is shown 
in the graph, which shows both 
inflation and interest rates in the 
Group of Seven nations since 
1960. Three messages from 
that graph are very, very clear. 

One is the dear upward trend 
of both lines until the late 
1970s, with the twin peaks of in- 
flation, and the upward pull this 
exerted on bond yields. The sec- 
ond is the dear downward trend 
of both lines since then. And the 
third is the extent to which the 
natural relationship of positive 
real interest rates has been re- 
stored. That long-term interest 
rates have to be positive was ev- 
ident in the 1960s, but in the 
1980s the gap between the two 


of the pack, but the differences 
win be less than the similarities. 
However it does affect Britain, 
for if the long-term trend of in- 
flation continues down, so too 
will our bond yields and so too 
will short-term interest rates. 

In other words, if that down- 
ward trend on the right hand 


efficiency of the developed 
world in response, and the dis- 
cipline exercised by financial 
markets on governments winch 
foil to deliver an acceptable in- 
flation performance. Looking 
ahead 10 or 20 years the balance 
of probability surely is in favour 
of still-low global inflation. 


35 years of interest rates and inflation 
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maybe no inflation at afl, mavbe 
even a long period of foiling 
prices, similar to that which oc- 
curred in the last century here 
in Britain, or is taking place in 
Japan now. However that would 
hardly seem to be relevant to in- 
flation and interest rate 
prospects in any one particular 
G7 economy in the next few 
weeks or months. 

Bui in a way it might be. Con- 
sider this. There is widespread 
evidence of a sense of growing 
insecurity throughout the UK 
economy. This is reflected in low 
wage awards, in still-subdued 
house prices, in the inability of 
many producers and retailers to 
make price rises stick. You can 
see this in the shops now, for al- 
ready there are a sprinkling of 
pre-Christmas price reductions 
or other special discounts. This 
would have been unheard of, 
five or ten years ago. 

This is not a climate in which 
it is dangerous to cut rates. If 
this were France and special in- 
terest groups were seeking by 
force to increase their share of 
the cake at the expense of oth- 
ers. then it would be dangerous 
to risk a tow interest rate poli- 
cy. Bat we dearly are not in that 
boat. Indeed one could put the 
point round the other way. It is 
not just possible to risk faster 
growth here than one could do 
in a more rigid, less market-dis- 
ciplined economy, it is actual- 
ly necessary to try to achieve 
faster growth because of the in- 
creased insecurity of people in 
such an environment 

Such a policy has worked in 
the US and there is no reason 
to suppose it will not work 
here too. Expect the cut in 
base rates soon. 


Compass 

attacks 

re-listing 

JOHN SHEPHERD 


Compass Group has objected 
strongly to the Stock Exchange 
over the decision to shift its 
share listing from the hotels and 
leisure sector to the breweries, 
pubs and restaurants grouping. 
Some leading leisure analysts 
are even more furious because 
Thorn EMI is being moved 
from leisure and reclassified 
under publishing just months 
before its planned break-up. 

The changes were announced 
last week by FT-SE Interna- 
tional, the joint venture between 
the Stock Exchange and the 
Financial Times . 

Shares in the Alpha Airports 
in-flight catering, airport 
retailing and ground services 
company are also being re- 
housed from hotels and leisure 
to business support services. 

Some analysts are concerned 
the move could hit the share 
price of Compass whose shares 
trade on a price earnings mul- 
tiple of 17, compared with 
around 143 for the leading 
brewing and pub companies. 

Steve Vale, secretary to th” 
FT-SE International reclass- 
ification committee, said the 
decision to move Compass 
owed much to the strategic, and 
highly profitable moves by the 
brewers and pub operators to 
sell more food. 

Francis Mackay, deputy 
chairman and chief executive 
of Compass, said it would cost 
much time and money to edu- 
cate new analysts. 
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market report/shares 


DATA BANK 



of National Grid fails to electrify investors 


TAKING STOCK 
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SHARE SPOTLIGHT 
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After, five- days of ragged re- 
treat shares petted up as the 
stock market enjoyed the en- 
ticing scent of lower interest 
rates. The FT-SE 100 index, 
down more than SO points last 
week, recovered 22.1 points to 
3;652_l, although trading re- 
mained moderate. 

It is widely expected that an 
interest rate cut wfll emerge 
whhin days of tomorrow's Ken 
and Eddie meeting; a German 
reduction is likely on Thursday 
and lower US rales are on the 
horizon. 

But National Grid domi- 
nated the action — although it 
failed to electrify investors. 

The price, at the end of the 

just a shade firm^at209.5p, 
valuing the group at £3_5bn. 
But turnover was a heady 57.4 
million. 

There had been hopes the 
shares would trade at around 
220p; they bad, in when-issued 
trading, touched 230p. 


The overhang of a big plac- 
ing was the restraining influ- 
ence. North West Whter and 
Scottish Power offered 181 
million Grid shares, around 
10.7 per cent of the capital, 
with some estimating the plac- 
ing at lftSp. Bui, attracted by 
tiie handsome yield, institu- 
tions clamoured for the shares, 
paying 208p. 

The two utilities were told 
to cut their Grid holdings as a 
condition for clearance of the 
bids for Noiweb and Manweb. 
They had to reduce their hold- 
ings to just 1 per cent within a 
year. 

Hanson, which acquired 
Eastern, and Southern Elec- 
tricity Corporation of the US, 
the buyer of South Western 
Electricity, also have Grid 
shares they will have to sell. 

Southern Electric, the sub- 
ject of a referred bid from Na- 
tional Power, is expected to 
hand out its Grid shares when 
it reports profits on Thursday. 



MARKET REPORT 


DEREK PAIN 

Stock market reporter 
of the year 


The other electricities have 
passed on their shares or have 
said they will do so. 

London Electricity added 
29.75p to 698p on a Merrill 
Lynch push and special divi- 
dend hopes lifted East Mid- 
lands 28_5p to 729p. 

Great Universal Stores 
added another 13p to 678p on 
thoughts of corporate devel- 
opments and strengthening 
hopes of bumper Qiristmas 
trading. Other retailers to 
catch toe festive spirit includ- 
ed Marks & Spencer and 
Tesco. 

Drink shares also made 
progress with Scottish & New- 
castle 7_5p firmer at 603 p and 
Guinness 9J5p to 461p. Allied 


Domecq, also helped by the 
pending appointment of Sir 
Christopher Hogg as chair- 
man, gained 55p to 501p. 

Allders, toe department 
store- chain, look some of toe 
shine from retailers when it 
produced a 7.8 per cent profit 
shortfall; the shares dropped 
21 p to 169p. 

Pearson, with management 
changes in toe air and an in- 
vestment meeting tomorrow, 
rose 6p to 660; Rolls-Royce, 
meeting analysis on Thurs- 
day, climbed Z5p to 177p. 

Airtours. the holidays group, 
rose 22p to 35$p as profits 
came in around the forecast 
level. 

British Steel lost 53p to 


261.5p following a profits 
warning from toe Usinor steel 
giant. Ahead of results this 
week Trafalgar Bouse fell 25p 
to 27p. 

Takeover talk, although 
much more muled than of 
late, produced a 17p lift to 5S4p 
for Royal Bank of Scotland; a 
suggestion Abbey National 
could be dragged into bid ac- 
tion. was responsible for a 12p 
gain to 63Sp. 

British Mohair, the textile 
group, fell 39p to 134p fol- 
lowing a profit warning. Tot- 
tenham Hotspur scored a 9p 
gain to 233p. The shares have 
nearly doubled this year on the 
more settled atmosphere at the 
club and its improving Pre- 
miership performance. 

Inchape, the international 
trader, made a 16-5p advance 
to I23p on the feeling toe fail 
had been too steep and La- 
porte. hit last week by a profit 
warning, regained 29p to 639p. 

Sherwood Computer was 


little changed al 1 75p as Mere 
Pierson placed MMT Com- 
puting’s 4.8 j>er cent stake 
among institutions. 

BTG, the old British Tech- 
nology Group, jumped 67p to 
920p following the forecast of 
a 4p final dividend; Memory 

Corporation, the computer 
group, gained 5p to 468p as it 
struck a deal with BTG to man- 
age its intellectual property 
portfolio. BTG is taking a 
stake in Memory.Megakraie- 
dia, toe Saatchi vehicle, eased 
15p at 89p. 

Gearhoose, toe presenta- 
tion equipment group, made a 
quiet d&uL The shares, placed 
at 200p. ended at 203p. 

Christies International, toe 
fine art auctioneer, was 2p 
firmer at 211p. After toe mar- 
ket dosed it was announced 
that some large shareholders 
had reduced their sharehold- 
ings. Last week Joseph Lewis, 
a Bahamas-based investor,] ift- 
ed his interest to 2532 per cenL 


□ Shares of Alba, toe electri- 
cal group, held around their 
high ahead of an investment 
dinner at London’s Savoy 
Hotel, hosted by Henderson 
Crosthwp'te. Fifteen leading 
fund managers attended. 

The company last week 
announced a sharp interim 
profit advance to £2 -58m 
from sales of nearly £70m. 

It is expected to make more 
than £Iim for the year with 
indications it is enjoying 
bumper Christmas trading. 

□ Psion, the hand held com- 
puter group, has avoided toe 
indignity of relegation to toe 
backwater SEATs share mar- 
ket by recruiting a market 
maker to replace NatWesl Se- 
curities. ABN Amro Hoare 
Govett has come to the rescue 
and started trading in the 
shares yesterday. The price, 
which has been under pres- 
sure on the SEATs threat, 
improved 15p to 820p. 
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SHARK PRICE DATA 

Prices arc in sterling exerpi where slated. The yield is list years dividend, grossed up 
by 20 per cent, as a percentage of the share price. The prii c/eamings | WEl ratio is ibe 
share price divided by Iasi year's earning per share, isdudingexcqiiional iicms. 
Other derails: xr Ex rights x Ex-dividcml a Ex aJf a Unlisted Securities Marker 
s Suspended pp Partly Paid pm Nil Paid Shares. Sourer finjur. 

THE INDEPENDENT INDEX 

The index allows you to access real -lime share prices by phone from Sea 4- Simply dial 
0891 123 33S, followed by the 4-dieit code primed next to each share. To access the 
btesi reports dial 0891 1233 followed by one of the nwvdipi codes hekiw. 

Sterling Rales 04 Privausarkm Issues 

Bullion Report 05 Wrier Shares 

Wdl Si Report 2D Ekoridty Shares 

Tokyo Market 21 High Street Banks 


FT-SE 1(10 - Real-time 00 
UK Stock Market Report 01 
(JK Company News 02 

Foreign Exchange 03 
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40 

41 


Anyone with a lone -dial telephone can use this service. For a detailed description of 
The Independent Index, including its portfolio facility, phone 0891 123 333. 
Rir assistance. caO ottr helpline 071 873 4375 f9J(bm - 5_Vtpin<. 
ChBsroa39ppnuiiautt tdbmp row), and 49p at oB ether timet. CoBchoi&* Mode VAT 
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anycJubs^Jursuing their Welsh 
jpte rnatiopai, leayn Harris, in- 
sistxng Suit he is not for sale at 

iiuzzin^^ reports th^Lfeeds 
or WigaS would match tferworid 
record £50fW®0 that took. Raul 
.Newtove to St Helens m order 
to geifoeirfiaDds on Hards. 

‘ ^lliereis rianbeuvriag going 
on, M .GrahaxnArmstro^ War- 
rmigton’s chief executive, said. 
‘ThaeJiaye been no fern offers, 
buLhei&siinply not forsale in 
any case/ He -is the last -person 
on ohr books we would selL u 

Harris, 5tfll only 19, shone for 
.fl&Ies 1 .in -the World -Cup in 
Cktober and- has since had 
approaches foam Welsh rugby 
union dubs. ■ 

Vterrington have also found 
tfafiiryoung.loGse forward, Paul 
Scuhbrapey in Leeds’ sights, tat 
are equally adamant that he is 
not leaving. “We should be 1 
flattered, because it shows what 
good young players we have got,’ 
hut they are not going any- 
where,” Armstrong said. 

The former Whrrmgton and 
'Whies forward, Mike Nicholas, 


hats set up an office in Cardiff 
fo recniit players for what 
would be rugby’s first year- 
round, mixed code dob. 

Nicholas* old union club, 
Aberavoni are planning to 
enter a side in the Second Di- 
visiou: of the Rugby League and 
he is looking for players to 
-play either code or both. 

‘T have had the go-ahead 
from the League and from 
Aberavon,” Nicholas said. “I 
want to break down the barriers. 
It could be . a complementary 
thing, with league getting es- 
tablished here and union players 
improving Iheir skills by playing 
■ our game.** 

- Warrington, last year’s beaten 
fi nalist s, have- been drawn to 
meet St Helens at Knowsley 
Road in the first semi-final of 
the Regal "Sophy on 30 
December. * 

Their Australian scrum-half, 
Greg Mackey, will leave for 
home after the matdi against 
Castleford cm Eriday. Mackey 
- had been linked with the job as 
coach ofthe Super League team 
in Paris, but a French coach will 
be appointed tins week. 

The Regal holders, Wigan, 
who are likely to be without 
Andy Farrcfi until Januaiynow 
that he has decided to have a 
gram operation, are at home to 


Leeds, the only side to beat 
them this season, on 6 January. 

Wigan could also be without 
Waiga Tingamalawith a gashed 
knee and Jason Robinson with 
a shoulder injury for their matdi 
against Halifej iomorrow night. 

Halifax have signed the Auck- 
land Warriors utility player, 
Martin Moan a, on a two-year 
contract. Moana is one of the 
players released by the Warriors 
as they trim down their squad 
for the Super League. 

“He comes recommended 
by John Monie and also by 
Dean Bell, who played along- 
side him.” Steve Simms, the 
Halifax coach, said. 

Moana, aged 22 and a former 
Junior Kiwi, made six first- 
team appearances for Auckland 
last season, and will arrive as 
soon ashe has obtained a work 
permit. Primarily a stand-off or 
loose forward, he can also play 
centre. 

Oldham have been fined 
£4000, suspended for 12 
months, for deliberately fielding 
a weakened side against 
Warrington in August 

"Keighley have given an under- 
taking not to sign any mote 
players after falling behind on 
payments for previous transfers. 
REQAL TROPHY Sentofftrote: Si Haters v 
VW w bi gD n 00 December); Wigan v Leeds 
(BJanutoy). 




,.£#• S 



After losing the first Test by an 
innings at Perth yesterday Sri 
Lanka submitted a two-page re- 
port to the match referee out- 
li nin o their view of the incident 
on Saturday which led to them 
being found guilty of ball- 
tampering. 

On the field Shane Wame 
captured three wickets, taking 
his total to 201 in just 42 Tests. 


iFum/i day or five; Sri Lanka wi rwsj 
SRI LANKA - First Innings 251 <RS 
Kaiuwnnarano SO; G D McGrnn a-811. 
AUSTRALIA - First inmngs 617 tor S dec 
iM i Slater 219. M £ trtteugn Hi. RTPamng 
96. S 6 Law 5Jnoi. 

SRJ LANKA - Second IniUtigE 

<0rem(gWl3fcr0i 

R S lAetianama t> Mroatn 48 

C M Hjmn&nfTia e H63*y b McGrath ....11 

A O dunjrsmha c HftV) b McGrath 7 

P A 0c C Pcmune 0 Wfcvne ... „ 20 

•A Rarvnurtog* 0 Wreath ..._ ... .46 

H p TulaKJDtne c Renting 0 Wan*- 119 

tR S hakiwnnantoa c Ponung d junan.—AO 
n D P K Dnaer-asena fbr.- McDermott ....18 

WFuj vvaascHeaiyMveme 4 

G P c ttfcme t> MeO«mcrt..O 

M MuaWvnan no l out 3 

Extras (It>4. noiOi 14 

Total 330 

Fafc 1 3S.2 56. 3^37. 4195.1- 193. 6-258. 
7 310. 8 318. 9-319. 

BowUnr Mcfcram r4 7 86-3; McDermott 
20-3 713 int'lOi; Wame 29.4-6-96-3: 
Julian 13-4-49-1; Wau£i 4-0-22-0; Law 
31-em;. 

Umpires: P Pate* and Khcer Hayon (Pakistani. 


Going nowhere; Seattle^ Rick Mrer is sacked in their win against Denver Photograph: Reuter 

Switzer pays full price for call 


Twose stands firm 


American football 


A dubious call by the Dallas 
Cowboys head coach Barry 
Switzer backfired on Sunday 
and let in the Philadelphia 
Eagles. Switzer elected to go for 
a first down on fourth-and-one 
at the Cowboys' 29. Exnmitt 
Smith's run was stopped for no 
gain, but the referees blew the 
whistle for the two-minute 
warning prior to the snap. 


Switzer left his offense on the 
field and ran the same play and 
Smith was halted again. 
Philadelphia ran three plays 
that gained four yards, then 
Gary “Anderson kicked a field 
goal from 42 yards to win the 
game 20-17. 

Philadelphia (9-5) moved to 
within one game of leaders 
Dallas (10-4) in the NFC East. 
Despite the loss, Dallas 
clinched a play-off berth when 
Chicago and Si Louis lost. 


Steve Young threw two touch- 
down passes and ran for another 
score as the San Francisco 49crs 
beat the Carolina Panthers 
31-10. The 49ers haw won five 
consecutive games to lie Dallas 
for the best record in the NFC. 

Atlanta Falcon’s Morten 
Andersen became the first NFL 
kicker to succeed with three 
field goals of more than 50 yards 
in a game. He added another of 
25 yards as the Falcons beat the 
New Orleans Saints 19-14. 


Pakistan 208 & 434 
New Zealand 286 & 158-7 


New Zealand, set 357 to win, 
were fighting to avoid defeat 
against Pakistan in Christ- 
church. Roger Twose made an 
unbeaten 44 in just over three 
hours, but at the end of the 
fourth day but New Zealand 
were struggling at 158 for 7. The 
leg-spinner Mushtaq Ahmed 
did most of the damage, taking 
5 for 43 from 27 overs. 

.'Fourth 03* Ate*v Zealand non loss) 
PAKISTAN -flnt Innings 208 i&yni'3otal 88. 
Fame Ra»a 64; C Ca>ms 4-51). 

NEW ZEALAND- Rrat hntojto 286 (C Caret 76. 
P Twose S9: wssm AMam 5-S3i. 


PAKISTAN ■ Second Inrun*, 

n>rem(shr 369 w n 

’Wav"- Airanr ' Fleming sCJ iw 19 

Mutcm AnnuM C Gemon 0 Ll'sen . 

A’jqa * ilMto low 0 - -04 

AW-ix-RePmon noi ofl 0 

Extras Itib. 06 20 

Total 434 

Fall (coat* 6 384 c,ji:y 

Boning: Mam-An 27 5-99 ?. Naso 306-91 3: 

CatfT&iS-j-Ll- O Pat*i ?4-S 81 1. 

10-583. 

NEW ZEALAND - Secood toning, 

8 Youfg I UtF o Mus/nau 18 

C SpBdman c Sooj.l t> Mv^mao - .33 

A Parare lew 0 5 

S Ftammj unvr Ata u' &enrwi ..... 0 

p I WOW- rut out ... 4i 

C < */Jt» t> Wicnao 8 

* II Gttnvyi t\jO oul ........ . -12 

D Pj\» 0 Vusmaq . .15 

0 not out . ...8 

Extra* ne-7. ni/A. wl. 0J- . . —IS 

total (for 7) — —158 

Fait 1 50 2-57 3^0 4-60 5-75 6-101 7-131 
Bowling: VMKm Akram 13-3-31-0: waqx Vou- 
nr, IB -4-51-0: Muvnag Ahmeo 27-10-4J5. AU 
u)4Wimt.r> 9-1-13-1 

Umptoes: 5 and B C Coon,- iSn LvAai. 


J 3 r-i-.v 


Club matches the 
nent to the crime 


FOLKESTONE 


HYPERION 

12^0 Pair Of Jacks 2230 Sister Stephanie 

LOO Full Of Oats 3u00 LE CHAT NOtR (nap) 

L30 VaHant Toski 330 Southsea Scandals 

200 Loma-GaH 

GOING: Good. 

■ Righj-hand. undubunK course with a run-in of nnv furlong 

■ Racecourse to 6 mikw «tsi of uran uTT AJU. Wes enlmncer railway siadrm i.-m.o- 
from London. ChirmR Cross l adjouu, rnurse. ADMISSION: Club i ) 2 1 under- 1 <*. Trovi: 
T aoesaUi 18.3U. CAB PARK: Fnx; Course Ejvtoam- 51. fWus il {>« tsu-fi wvi|«il 

CHS RACW6 
MO | CHANNEL 

■ LEADING TSAINEBS WITH EL’NNERS: J Gifford — i .< wv.o ra fr.xn W ninnu. 
gtws a success ratio uT '10.SS and » loss mill level slake ..f id.*}; B Rowe — !i win- 
ners. 48nmfHjs. fltyik. +S I Sil : O H Grweli — 8‘ winmTi. runners, tli.1%, 

kl Pipe — T wTn nera. ‘J i runners. 2S. IV -Ati.f'J. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: A Mapiire — 1J winner. Q> rab>. 1 7.1V -1 m.9»: K Dan- 
woody— 10 winners. 61 ndcs, IP II ~l; J Owboroc — 7 winners, lu nd->. 1 1. TV, 
-S3 7.43; M Ktehaids — fi urinruTs. jf, rides. J-IS -fS |fi.7o. 

WINVEBS D> LAST SEVEN DATS: Le Char Nolr i:t On I w-un al PlurniHi.n on Tucsda> . 
LONG-DISTANCE BlfNNEBS: Valias i TooU 1 1 -10 1. Prccnirx Girt Chapra.* 

A 13.301 A Ban So Sloe 1 9. SOI low I teen —'I mili» by M I’lja- from NirtnbcJuiyne. 

! tX-von: Bather Sharp rS.Ofl) A Dontdrowfardianer ( I JJk ' i sent y IN milo b>- C On pin m 
! from West BaBboroufih. Sumeract. 

119 on I LEVY BOARD HANDICAP HURDL£ (CLASS E) £2800 added 
2 m tf uoyds Penalty Value £2,226 

1 330823 POACA1E U2) (BF1 (Suai Fbcr® C iVeecon -1 12 0 ....8 McGmo (7) 

2 2P034V SOLBL DANCSt (1511 iWf Jonn O tis'.' D Gnsseu 7 10 13 DBmfcwattr 

3 0213-42 MEANUSMIUSI 12*1 fMss Genevieve Donowni R tow 710 U DOSiAnn 

4 3600-40 I86OT IN A M8JJQN (12) (laBiHflOwsefsiSWoearTOi4 10 5 AGadep) 

5 65P5-2D ORET HNCH p) 'Eotxxik Seaml 0 5l«Y.tcc 6 10 1 1 Osborne 

6 3233-34 PM) OF JACKS (7) (BFJtP A lf.toi> DWiwn 5100 --BFmtan (5) 

7 50-1332 D0WME M H1M— WtMllOIO FNfcBl ii iCww ^rtrampi CPotOaniSlOO 

J Dascanhe (5) 

8 P-fBO NORTHBiN HIOUGHT (26) (Wrs J Jewrga T MGcxari 4 10 0 A p McCoy 

- 8 declared - 

l&mntmo&r IObl Trot fmntcsp &jm}r&,&yannei 93 Nonhem H&Lgni 9a 71P 

BETTH& 7^ Mate. 7-2 Uaanoa «er. 4-1 6rey Fan*. 11-2 Soled Dancer. 6-1 Paw Ot Jacks. 
7-1 Doa M w stJ o n> iueT, 14-1 Mgt la A MBon. 25-1 Nnrthafn Wgdght 
IBM: Fyxnns Pmce 4 10 13 J riarati* 5-1 (Miss H NHpu 8 ran 
FDRMOUDC 

MEANUS MILLER waf, staying on siearfly from the real wnen fourth behind Lighieriing Lad 
Jt CtteosKu las month on her reappearance and then made me njmng to the penMi- 
maw fli^n when Ceutvne beat her at Tcwcester. wh<e Wat may not nwe been me resito 
eqxcten alter a promising come bock, n was just that st« met a ttelter horse on loe day. 
The wmnef has gore owe to tonowmfi up m«r a longer up and Meanus Miller is m*B worth 
another chance. Inculcate has run some (pod races and n can only be a matter of tone 
Detore he gets hs head in from. Its two-length second to Zephyrus at Warwick last mcc,thi 
nos made to look even better after the winner beat Shantui at Ctettenhsm on Tnday. but 
he sun has no easy task conceding so much weight as imrd. Grey Hncb nas re leaned to 
wcond {.lace after making afl the neving and edging across Enwakleada m a wove hut- 
die o«r the cotwoe ana a stance last month, it looked a weak event, which seemed con- 
firmed by the fact that fie was soon left behind by a better held at Doncaster on Saturday, 
and he may strugfje euen with h» low weight Dontd r essfon B nner ran away twin a Bienp- 
lon seller m Cctaber and hts blast eflort. staying on in second behind Aegeu s Mate at 
Ludlow, suggests he can hold his own cfl bottom weight <r\ this league. He certainty st^.-s 
better iron (tight In A MBBon. Mr Of Jacks may not be qune as bronnsing as ms figures 
sugj^sts. Soteti Dancer's recent runs oo noi {jve wo much encw»a0emem. but he is ca- 
pable of better and the stable broy^u back Le Chat Noir to win recently after a toy -off. 
Selection: MEANUS MILLER 

fin I HEATHFELD HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS E) £4,000 added 
- L * w l 3m 2f Penalty Value £2^50 

1 WOW ANMO CHBIDE |UJ (CD) iMiiS 1 Sempfei J Gdlora 9 12 0 » P OTtoeffe (7) 

2 13211/1 ROYAL SQUARE P2) gA AAs C A Oo>01l & HsrKCXl 9 11 12 UPCRCtt 

3 44134F SUPH? HALT (111 iFDAisoniB Meehan 711 11 JPoneB 

i A 1243-12 CHANGE THE RQCN 09) CD) (BP) (E Mccfenni Miss AEmtomKfiU 11 . J RHaoaa^t 

5 013P-32 WOOOtANDS BOT 0<) (W (Son Monel R rtaao 7 11 ID — GBradtey 

6 02fl>0 FULL OF MTS (19) (Q>1 (BR (t D VacttrvAii Uss H Niqpt 8 11 7 MAn&sereM 

7 U112 EQURV PLAYER (U) (D1 'The Mrs 5 Ffermersmoi R Cub 10 U 5 _DW*h(5) 

8 7m\1 COUACUE (9 tCD| iBF) (R rjnet’. H Mrer 9 lit 11 JtiofioMa<3) 

9 0335-63 BRORA ROSE {221 i? WBthnsi P Rootan 7100 SBHrautfi 

-Bdedared- 

Mantu neigftc IOsl True ftandCap nogtc Bmm R«e 9a 110 

BETHNE: 11-4 Rgyal Stpiare. 4-1 Eqrtty Player , B-2 Fd of Oats, 6-1 CotandDo, 13-2 Annlo CtaBoae. 
M Change The Refe. Woodtede Boy. 12-1 Sopw MaR, 25-1 Brore Row 
IBM; Aw» Oikne 6 U 9 P rtde 7-1 J Grtadi Uran 

FORM GUIDE 

If RILL OF OATS is as effect*® on this, better ground he has every chance of confirming 
last season's course and distance win on the sort Over Woodlands Boy on only Sib worse 
terms. M he does manage it the winning ma^rn is unlikely to be as tar. as iVcoUanos Boy 
has had two fiats over madles to sharpen mm. runnng v«a each ume. whereas Full Of Oats 
has had Just the one run at Taumon and never gn imo the race after making a mess of 
the water earty on. Royal Square (kl weP to come back after 18 morttts oft ar<I hold pre- 
vious winner ask The Gcr/emor by a head at Windsor. He had a hare race, however, and Al- 
though he has gone up just 5ib lor that, he nas a tot more weight on res bock ires time 
After running two fairly soft races. Equity Player eras the only one to mate b race of it with 
GApa Valu at Warwick. The winner s quite decent and Equity Player is entitled lo go close 
on that run. Change The Reign was not able lo confirm Markei Rasen form with Jimmy 

0 Dea on 3t> worse terms at Leicester lest lene. That doesnT took qune good enough. wh«e 
CefuracBe was getting mo when headng Jimmy O'Dea a length over die course and dis- 
tance last month and is nor as good as her fteires make out S el ecti on: FULL OF OATS 

|1 on l (YMPNE NOVICE SELUNG HURDLE (CLASS F) ££600 added 
J " ov l 2m If 110yds Penalty Value £2434 

1 0-03162 CUANATBt LADV (1^ fTne Packi MnetftiDi P Rime 6 11 1 DtTSAoo 

2 tO CHIUBBi LAIC (IE) iMs A cmznd) Ms L Jewl 5 11 0 IRaBoo 

3 2P5-3R3 OESEKT pnSOOd p/7hP U Mxnett D hoed-' 11 0 _ .^Sradey 

4 5 HAPW HOSTAGE (29) iA I AtogTO I Mule 4 110 APMcCoy 

5 4W55ti WBmONClZ) (The Spoofersj P Hedger & 110. MFScfurt* 

6 JAHANGST (Mrs R 3 JcJmstom Pa Mtthd 6 11 0 VSirtth 

7 1QOCOO SPHBOFAWE (397} (LlrsGBi Dwscnl MrsULcngT 110 SGetia0wr 

8 5WW TWMStOUS (M) iWes Jute Selft J Bnc&r ; u 0 WMcfartaad 

9 3SUDD-5 JJCKEJinrs OTT f?7> ik HpowGl Moore 5 110 NARBgtaU 



lift 

es? 


;v 

GREG WOOD . ; 

Five years ago, few would have 
believed that tfte^ words hock- 
ey Club” and “responsive” 
would ever occu^ lhe same 
sentence. But just weeks after 
its overhaul of the local siew- 
arding system the CJub yester- 
day announced - significant 
changes to the process for pe- 
nalismg errant jockqrs, winch 
s were prompied, ai loaBt in part, 
by the concerns of- the riders 
themselves. ' ... . ! ■ y. 

The moslpeisistfintofthese 
worries the growing num- 
ber of jockos being automati- 
cally referred :t'o. the Club's 
Disciplinary Committee for 
punishment - almost invari- 
ably a long suspension — fol- 
lowing their third offence of tie 
season. This could mean a rid- 
er receiving a lengthy ban fora 
veiy minor thiiriindiscreiion, a 
- problem exaggerated by the 

Sound 
money 
for Man 

One Man was backed for the 
King Geoige.Yl Chase jester- 
day. Coral- cut the grey’s odds 
fiom:100-3Crto5-2fortheBdx- 
ing Day event at Kempton. 

William Hill, who started 
yesterday quoting One Man at 
11-^ trimmed bis price to 5-2. 
One.factor behind the moves 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Sister Stephanie 
•'•••• (Folkestone 2.30} 
NB: Loma-Gafl 
- (Folkestone 240} - 


0 was confirmation ttolbe frisb- 
trainal Sound Man wfll miss fee 
three-mile Ke mp ton e venLThe 
bay will bypass the race tufof- 

krw a more trathtional buikl-up 

to the-two-mile Queen Moth-, 
er Champion Chase at the 
Cheltenham Festival in March. 
■ Couldnt Be Better and 
Keogh Quest, first and second 
in the Hennessy Gold Clip, are 
set to dash in the Be netware 
Cup Handicap Chase at Ascot 
on Saturday. 

Lavinia, Dacbess of Norfolk, 
obituary, page 


r» t "/ * h C Cjj i » 1 ; 
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tion after the Jockey Club 
yesterday ordered reports to be 
drawn up over the late aban- 
donment of the meeting. 

Gillespie has come under 
fire for his handling of mfor- 
nutiion concerning ita frozen 
swteoftbe track. 




- ever-mcreasing workload of 
mai^r jockeys. Lanfranco Det- 
tori has partnered a once- 
nnthhflcable 1^000 horses in 
■■ Britain this year. 

Under a new system outlined 
by the Jockey Oub yesterday, 
coming into effect on 1 January 
1996^ suspensions will be cal- 
culated on a rolling 12*month 
bass rather than the current sys- 
tem, under which the slate is 
wiped dean at the end of a sea- 
son. When a jockey is found 
guilty ofaridingoffence.locar 
stewanB^dfl impose a penalty 
purely io matdi the severity of 
the infringement, and 'without 
taking prerioiB offences into ac- 
count. This would range from 
: a can tion (for example, for a 
first whip offence in 12 months) 
or nr* to a-IQ-day ban for carer 
less nui.. 0 ; *r* 10 fo 14 days, or 
an hnmedfate-refenal to Port- 
man Square, for particularly se- 
rious cases of reckless riding or 
intentional interference. 


Only when a rider has been 
suspended for a total of 12 days 
or more vrifl he be referred to 
the Disciplinary Committee, 
and only on the next occasion 
:be commits a similar type of of- 
fence (as at present, riding and 
whip penalties will be treated 
separately). Since the new sys- 
tem should make it harder for 
most jockeys to book themselves 
a trip to the Square, those who 
do can expect stem treatment, 
with a ban ap p r o p riate to the of- 
fehce plus a minimum of 14 days 
for fee accumulation. 

/Jockeys who persistently 
break the rules deserve a long 
suspension,” said Anthony 
MOdmay-White, chairman of 
the committee. “The referral 
system, away from the pressures 
of the racecourse, allows the 
committee to consider a jock- 
ey’s riding as a whole. This pro- 
vides the opportunity for advice 
as well as punishment” 

The Chib will also be able to 


defer part of a suspension for 
up to six months, to allow a rid- 
er to attempt to address his bad 
habits. The new system will 
also start from scratch on 1 Jan- 
uary , with no account taken of 
transgressions during the past 
12 months, a point which par- 
ticularly pleased Michael 
Caulfield, secretary of the Jock- 
eys’ Association. 

“We were very pleased to be 
part of the decision-making 
process and I’m optimistic that 
the new package is fairer and re- 
flects the demands that a 12- 
month season puts on jockeys," 
Caulfield said. “1 'm thinking of 
people like Brett Doyle and 
David Harrison, who ride to the 
new rules, and even they missed 
significant parts of last season 
because they made a tiny error." 

And most hopeful of all. 
perhaps, is the feeling that the 
spirit of co-operation seems 
likely to persist well beyond the 
festive season. 


HYPERION 

; 1-1 S HDI Farm Dancer 1-45 Little Rmr 2JL5 
Itsinthepost 2.45 Or CaKgari 345 Qulntes- 
S& 3w45 Don’t Get Caught 445 Buckley Boys 
(nb) 4*45 Desert invader 

GOING: SuodaziL STALLS: 7T, lmW.2iw-o«ddc;iHt m ihJa 
-testfeJMtAW ADVANTAGE: tfigh from BTio Un «. 

■ fSnand. IdT-fend, ors! cause. 

BBacecuotse to north of urn on A449 Stafford road. Bos fa- 
vkre front Wohretharapton nuhray sratinn (service frran London 
Swum) 1m Bvay ADMISSION: UembenfiJEi; Graodstand £6. 
CAB PABH: Free. 


BUNSEKED FntSTTIVB: None. 

L WINNERS W THE LAST SEVEN DAIS; Hadley Bos* (4.1S) 
won oirer hunBeS at. Sedgefidd an Wednesday, 
i LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Northern Spark (4.461 antt 
28S raflef br Mtos L Permt 5mi Ayr, Stiaiikjytfe. 


3 fifflCOO FORZA® (54)SRBw*rg9 2 AMwall 

4 5-4000 R0RSM4RT (78) B fia^i 8 ID WLoed* 

5 00300 MBBeaR0US(59ENsBto88 SDVOhtoalO 

B 026145 GBOL£B0NTC10)(D)BMeeft»'8 7 IFE^r 13 

T 000063 MVDMES'QRLClfl) (Q A Baky 85 — D HWNdPl 1" 

8 Q50060 PHARLT BEEF (31) D Btotid 82 F Sr .* 

9 M2542 DR CALXaW (22) (EF|S Gc*n^8 2 JQukmS 

10 seceu snatonmnr(S)(ODuatea2 ji*i 

11 000(00 MKWA (3)10(0) A Saw 80 into— >3 

12 IL821C6 UT11E SCARLETT pj) (C0)PLt*ai 7 10.. __NCaMaB 

13 M2200 IKE K5TRAL (10) U Rr»i 7 7 —OBtoti— 8 

-13dadmd- 

KIMBcTa OrCMSte. 4-lSteionwt». M HMSatt. 5-1 Caotte Irany, 
8-1 Dadd Jamas’ GH 30-1 MazflfeL 10-1 UKte Scartrtt 32-1 Ottart 

Jo 4E| HVCA SELLING STAKES (CLASS G) 
£ 3^50 added 2VD Gf (AW) 

1 32180 AmorrOFWMUEV|3])ti))tteft)inWton92_IFG0«2 

2 321040 ST’ffiWB FANIAST (73) J Bating 9 2 1 Edsanti (7) 5 

3 206300 D0CTTHLWXCm<QJSMnre8U-PPIfewly(511 

-1 001006 FLOOCTS WCT(l£5(WAft*>8L] P Roberto (7)9 

5 aurs &A1B£ J Mratofi 8 U IF— 408 10 

6 014444 HAfiE MAKBt (31) (C) BPreeraSll N Mares 12 

7 640061 WWBCUr(ll))(C0HGlD«»8U SDMBhrea4 

'8 64 LOCH SltLE (ICQ R HcWnhead 6 11^. F4v*(7)8 

9 6 YBJ44AJ1 OUVBt PS B MAUun 8 11 L Newton (5) B 



10 

11 

6 VALIANT T06U 01} iSr John Soan) M Pw 4110 

OP MCXTlce0U)(3O|(VrtE)sabetoK«nar! AMtae<UI9. 

D Mentor 

-.M Sutcholcr rn 



SIR tMNTE (PetET R Wffliyi H Rows C 11 i 

12 

053 IWAAPOSH Olirai f7) '**5 D J Kesi DGanoato J 109 — 

_SophtoMbM6) 

9 

53 

SOUTHSEA SCAWAIS (38) (BF) «P Trano M Cnannon ^ U ■= - 

14 

OO Wll»8LTt23B)>i'.F(iliait*j*jhCk*i«tkick51l)9 

0 aura (5) 

u 

0- 

WAR HEROME (213) (Dr h tVJ Bowail C Kash £ 10 13 



13 - 060000 4ASr«aRmCU^j^elcni«3 7U 

-DMmd- 

-SEtrm 84 Utlli ibre; 3-ia«tW8» Ai tttedi 5-1 Gntta Q&, 6-1 
UjiUTIiiua in T TiIWmii; 1ft 1 MWn ftrtini. 11 1 ntlwn 

TJSM fcj CRANE FLUID SYSTEMS NURSBtY 
f^-3-OJ /class B£4SOO added ZrOTfum 
1 1MOOO «millO»KW(Et73»nASa^87^9IWp)U 

1 00213 aSMBBWfCI5iCWM.WW84^TWfcres2 

3 063 

s eixs42 tmawxxKmwv***»9tr-' — Dfttattia. 
5 060734 H0*STCf{WBSnitit8l2. — MMWw JP 

5 22SXB aowfwpa)p)jwm»011 — — 

r ZBBUO CWU6ANCBANRp7)g2JBWiyB9 J> Roberts (71 5 

8 660400 — : SDWBares3 

9 MfiOOS ARWMiS.'mtCOJDflsndiSlMBA N Adana 1.- 

a rsxa «BAflOOSfifiEfOi>raCJHI712 : — HBaH(S14 

31 &43gtt JMBU»e.t7^(P}DlWg7 ia PftaBayW« 

u. -000 - UGPOISN WAtHi (12) J ArtU 7 7 CMmaa(^7 

- • --lZdoflmd- 

iMniMwWc n»0anaap«^Ui8»»mP»e«T7'a2fc 
BenBIS: 4-11tafcdi>^o»t, 5-1 Htfoalpp, HBtaa FTyg, Ctabi g 

BMC 3»Snete «ntel^ 84 ^oqr aa^ M A^A 32^1 e4taa 

*8* MOVEMENT group HANDICAP 

T -3UOOO 4Sl8R1MUaPlW(qCJHI97 SPadareJ 

2 152EQ3 WMIEttNAIideU-^— — *®*4S1 


8 040000 WLRl«IWR{ZZ77wansaouns4U>5 

—Mae Dt— .tow 30 

9 OOOQOO FCnDEANtt8«DB«iM4i02~JtfaaEJJBMt(B)U 

10 (€0060 PRAWN (1Z) (W R Petto* 9 9 12 — WtCPBtoW* (S) 1 
£L 1/40000 BBgHL(USN(lgRBude699— 

12 006206 «waaOBrM WlCTiod eii393 JfrMSdanatiB? 

BEJDN& UMN Bbffft SWeL 7-2 tan Wt 4.1PW** Dbwi, 
1M Mat Hope, 10-1 « fore Me, 16-1 <«Brt 

[ 7 ae 1 RADIAL AW) AXIAL GROUP HANDICAP 
ly^l (OASSFHWVR)£3450added7f(AW) 

'l 420214- JBSWBWffijCJPMtopUrBlOO S^arel 

■2 40-4060 FHWE HOWS (M4) (D) D Mate 4 9 13 — lltdiadtA 

3 1604ra OB8Hffl««ffl{18)WOttapm»4 9i0ADeiw32 

4 Quad. TOQ«ttUtl3)(D»R&®EFi4 98 TA(t^rf7)8 

5 26SOS& «BSffIf®JWft*ah555 DMt«d(3)8 

6 4«CG0 TOMB 88SMCQB 182001394 OWtaaU 

7 861050 RBST 90LD (28) (D5 J Wlanm 6 9 4 SP MWM 3 

S 100045 RJHB0B0(2S9){D)JBana3812— — T M to te B 

9 210030 CtXSI0M(B) (BF)CJM3 812 SMMU 

JD 600-450 SHANE PUSSK9I ( 88 ) D htojiSi ire; 4 B 11 

U 504060 UFBSA BREEZE {2S5} (qH tee 6 Sfi tf£Wa2 

12 004144 N0RTHESN SPARK (1^ (D) Mes L Penan 789 JRnitog5 

-Cdedmd- 

B£niN& 3-1 3esaar Boy. 4-1 Doaert larttier, 5-1 Ttorebora. O&Biata, 
M KarSani Spark, 7-1 CaMenO; U-lfM BoH. 12-1 ottera 


-14dadared- 

BEIIBffi: 7-2 VaSatrt Tosto, 92 Owreter Lady. 5-1 RnkapoAl Qmaa U-2 tatenttoo, B-l Happy 
HoctABe. 10-1 Defiarty'* Bn, 12-1 Doaart PresUanL Jaftwgfi, 14-1 rthen 
1B94: no OTWptwunfc 

FORM GUDE 

Clowartar Lady, hwmg had a ttt of ust- roado of her m her mo orovtos uitn&. was heft) 
up when chasjrte tome Head Pa Htswn in s Fcntwai sellef a fonni^n aeo. Thai team 
looheo even Mtier vthen Head For Heaven won unyinE 12st 7Ut at Plumpion tea weeh 
and Qowater Lady an obnous chance VaHant Toski maae all Lx Maiun Pipe in a irele- 

arla^alf sdter ai Bntt«Dh m the 5uwi»r and couB easdy hare learned wioi®i from hs 
nn at Wimcamon n Ocuma id dkaate id dw eas«r grade. Happy Hostage has not had 

a W of ractog sree wrewig miee ttmes on ihe Rai asL year and shopod ireny tren on re& 


hurdling detui in a Leicester seller ia«i momh. n didn't look a oad race and ne may won 
come on amenably lu it. tot a chance is taken that INTENTION has retained sufficient 
ability. On res first ever run over hurdles Intention ran third Dehroa previous winner firs Av- 
enue ai Windsor n March Iasi year. He showed nothing m tour outing; tea season, including 
m a seller over an ectra five furlongs here 12 months ago. and was having his first run since 
men when setrt, oerend Temem at W.niKor recently. Hamng had every chance ai me sec- 
ond last he was not persevered wtth once beaten and his present yard may have left a bit 
to work on. RahaposM Queen stated on through beaten rivals when third to False Creek 
in a Plumpion darner last week. Thai was nor a bad first effort over hurdles and some of 
those behind were better man platers. She shoiid vnprove on that and is more promwng 
that Desert President- Selection: INTENTION 

roftAl BET WITH THE TOTE NOVICE CHASE (QUALIFIER) (CLASS 
E) £5^)00 added 2m 5f Penalty Value £4410 

1 BUCKLE DOWN LktaGnroKBaiey 6 110 AThcmton 

2 K»0F2 C4LL ME RIVER (20) iThe LJrtto Aiamd PSitnersho) P Tfedfer 7 110 llaunmca 

3 -IP62P-3 CN’SBE(48) (F LMi A Moore 9 110 ERml 

4 nv C00LBBALE (555) (Mrs C are ZentrUKHlst L Metis 9 11 0 Peter Hobbs 

5 55464» GODSPEED YOU (351) nMSfiop'CNaai 6 110 JRKooaaOi 

6 2 GRAPHIC DESIGNS? (25) <GP5 -Pnrei Lnnedt G Haraood 6 11 0 M Pared 

7 b> UXWOtlT MOUNTAIN (64fl? /P»ma Paririecl S Sfienreod 11 0 ^JOsbeme 

8 34ifrB; NO PAM NO OAK (30) (BF) fine ktooekvs Pannerrvpl J Grftom 7 11 0 PHMe 

9 15-03U5 STRONG JOHN (10) (VI tG tiscartfl G Hu&fiaid 7 11 0. XGaide(3) 

ID 550DF- SUPER SENSE (307W McGowm. TMcGoiem 10 110 DBrfc&vater 

11 1DPQ04- THE O0UIW CURATE (386) iCotoiWftareiR Rove ID 110 00'SiAm 

12 15PP.3 IDRNAGAL (15) 'H v’Penyi A Alner 910 9 R Johnson (3) 

-13 dectorM- 

BETTINS: 5-2 No Wo No Gato. 7-2 Lma4Sad. 11-2 Graphic Desipier. 6-1 Budde Down. 8-1 look- 
out Mo w to ln . 12-1 Strong John. 14-1 Cal me Rwer, IB-1 retan 
1994: ternran llama r 7 11 0 P Durmbocv 4-1 iR Rowai 9 tan 
FORM GUIDE 

This looks like being o loss-u? between No P^n No Gain and LOR NA -GAIL No P»n No 
Go>n rerraeW) Deserves a txtd luck after being bm^n down at me fiftS on res Chasing de- 
bixt and then falling wnen well dear five out at Fontnek, v.rrere he was quicWi remounwo 
and so neanv got bao up. He was a decent humier and Ml not ne rang mawng his ir*a.“k 
over fences. Loma-Gail fjs naa her emblems anoe coming from Ireland, .-.here Ste was 
one r? the better su.ing hurdlers. Har.ng been v.a> Oul of touch >r uuee runs m 1993-&4. 
srre missea the whole of test season ana was na.ing her first race <n 20 montr-s. anc ner 
first Over lenses, wnen mud to Heendean 3"d nmg Luofer in a he; nor.ee chase ar IVoroes- 
let 15 dais a^jo. She had a crunee three- out ana mi ccvne or * lot for me outing. Graph- 
ic Designer, second of four fwwturrs io Foifcon m 3 three-mde njraie a: Ascot, oeftamh 
icoks me part fix chasing and should haw more scope than Strong John, m with even 
chance when Munaermg and unseanng his nder ftxar out to a onvof-ihe-min nouce chase 
ai Huntingdon Iasi month. Selection: LORNA-GAIL 

O on I SELUNDGE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS F) £2^00 added 
2m 6f 110yds Penalty VaUie £2^13 

1 13D31b ESPIVTD£FQME(22)(D| (fibs LRDtoiningi PBitumric9 11 11 — M A FiCgaraid 

2 131 StSTBt STHMANE 065) lire Arawe* Pannerstif ■ M MBGait 6 11 7 — G UtGmt 

3 92521-: 6AABVLLG0LD (20){CD) iMn 'Jintno Mamni S CSvvb 11 1 A P McCoy 

- 30P-315 PETDU/GH (101 |CD) IBF) <G Huteurot 6 HuOtenf T U 0- KGatoeO) 

5 111112 PRED«A GB0.(21) (RF) .klaun Pipe ftvwigCWtn fit Pipf 6 10 U 

6 06P-1 DIV0PAKLEA0A (22} (Cl 'Fw* Afawn D ijnssen 5 IP 5 PMerHobbs 

7 6135-12 DUNUR (22) iB R &WCV11 P RcdKSC 5 10 1 J BunuugJ] 

8 J-3£-liF ROGERS PAL (14).l F.totoE' -l Moore 8 1D0 — . .BPtoteti 

9 PP30- CArouKCOE(224l(Heanrew3cu3itocr^(2iiRCurss51CiD DWrtsli|5) 

10 1P5-50S PQNTESEOCMB ASIA (21l ‘lbs Heioi Ciaike! Mratteret9 100 .WHtefch (71 

-lOtieetorad- 

Mrvmum wel&iC 10a. Tore funfl^ap wsghls: flqger's Pal 9s 10(0. Cssten Coe 3s 2b. ftjrne.eohrj 
Bella fer lOto. 

BETTING: 7-4 RrMOtoi Gkt 4-1 Sister Stoftoote. 9-2 Gamfnl Gold, 5-1 Envopaktoada. 8-lPot- 
taugb, 10-1 Mir, 14-1 Roger’s Prt. 20-1 others 
1994: no corresponding race 

FORM GUIDE 

PREEN KA GIRL (ormedy onty a piaiet <xre» hurdles, has come into her own sree tackling 
fences and has five wins and a second from nor y* ouungs if* season, ft does noi trito* 
that she wiB cany mat imtirowmenT oiw to hurdling, out she is rareo 23 lb lees over these 
smalter ohstactes and that to ter 100 much to ijyicre. Sister Stephanie count De anything. 
An Insfi meu-to-preni weiner. she beat Gairytougn in a bumper two seasons ago and won 
her only start over hivtfles last lerm. Bui ah absence ol a year is some in ng of a handicap. 
P e tt aug i hat- every tiope of confirming he. seven -lenglti run from Die nagging. Dunlir «er 
cause and instance Iasi month - Esprit De Femnie a weB beaten fifth - on 8® belter 
terms. He wsrs left win too much to do na«i ume. Selection: PREENKA GIRL 

loom SHADDCDCHURST CONDITIONAL JOCKEYS HANDICAP 
CHASE (CLASS R £3300 added 2m Penalty value £2^88 

1 iCP.’PP TO0WRZZ(13lte>R»haiti^H«seFte^Uivti^/ RftwelC'12 0 -DCaiMOp) 

2 IECHATN0BI(7) (ClOMiFJTParwrtol D linsreB 12 11 lli6eu B Ftoflon 

3 6235H’ MANABOUTTHENOUR (4| (For* R Jarey) G Tftomo 8 11 10 JJotoBon 

« 2134-53 RATIffR SHARP (11) (M 1C Pofton'i C Popfttsn 9 11 9 TDbkoMx 

5 .WJi2 OANieSDQJOIT(22)fPJones}PJcncs7 109 -Olaafiy 

6 PRP-35 PREQOUS W0M3ER (7) (D J BuUen P Buoei 6 Iff 1 .TJfitantoy 

7 (ffiPi JAtantH|6S7) At ClVefciJame Portion 9 100 KGade 

-7 declared - 

BETTING: 94 Le Chet Nair, 5-2 MimlA'iidtfMlioiiiii, 4-1 Dante's DcbghL 5-1 Rather Sharp, 12-1 
Predous Wonder. 25-1 Vodka Rzz. 13-1 Jaysnaih 
1994: Ptgrnaime 11 U 6 J A McCarthy 2-1 (tort A m y*cr»i J ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Maiden pomf-lo-pcamer Dante's Deficit was l&b out of the handicap when telling by the 
rrarrrwest margn to cat eft Vcosa oner me ccvjrse and tfisiarce last month. That was the 
GghtJy-raoed seven-year -old's best effort 10 date and sne has much more chance in this 
vreaker race. Yet. with ail hs weijjn. LE CHAT NOR s well m as he was 0to out of me 
handicap when beating The Carrot Man m the snow at PAjmoton last week. H6 is 210 low- 
er here, men with a penalty. The Carrol Man hod won his two previous sums and that re- 
sdune small field could on** misleading, but you had to admre the way Le Chat Norn 
came bach again blundering and toeing ms place ai ihe fifth last. The old horse has been 
a good servant over me years and deserves another m. As ham as Rather Sharp tried, 
he cciAa noi dose irim SofOism m an Eveter seller 11 days ago. though at I east n «vas an 
vnorovement ort he first urn ot the season. He is coring to hand and some or fast sea- 
son's form gives mm every chance in ms company. Manabontthehouae has im has many 
races over fences and. if only ne could repeat n. hs dose fourth behind Doradus at Ban- 
gor m May d lasi year would put mm bang mere. Selection: l£ CHAT NCiffl 

fo oh] ALDINGTON STANDARD OPEN NH FLAT RACE (CLASS H) 
0lJv l £1£00 added 2m IS 110yds Penalty Value £1£77 

1 AI CHAPRASaiJJRfBAkdMixo-iMppeSllll DBMgnter 

2 3- CHAI-YD (202) (Nik Vreyt J Cto 5 11 4 T Grantham 

3 EAU SO SIDE (Mrs J Dtucej M Foe £ U A JLrarar 

4 BS0CMEF ittiad Hafctnsi J Banks 4 11 4 SMdgKtoy 

5 KfiGHIDNjia For The Crack ParrenhpjTJNai^OTtAUJ DGrtto^er 


.GFRy»(5) 


BETUNto 6-4 CfcatoaraL 7-2 Cfem-Vb 6-1 S ou da a a Scandals. 7-1 Sounds Ute Fun. 8-1 Ean So 
Son, 12-1 Sir Dante, 14-1 Kn^rtno, 16-1 Earn Chief, 20-1 others 
1994: no carevonavig race 

FORM DUDE 

Even If me udds-on Red Btezei dd fimsh lama m third. CHAFRASSI SWI pin up a ©wl per- 
krmattce alter almost mo years off Mien wfnnrg at Chepstow test Gaftfi ftp«- 
funded for the first time shculd sort him. as he has htrig nfJU to both his stens. and he 
can follow up. r. was 2C> lengths back 10 me (oirth r me bumper at Worcester <n May in 
wtticn Chal-vo uas a wet-oacked^itoi-tavoume and imm to Best Of Fnends. He should not 
haw any trouble Peking tp 0 race on mat showing. The Rat-bred Sounds Uka Fun comes 



from a yard with a good record In Dumpers. 


Selection: CHAPRASSi 


RACING RESULTS 


NEWTON ABBOT 

VU6: L SEASONAL SPLENDOUR (D 
9/Ufftasn d-5 tar. 2. Cana HB 7-1: 3. Como 
Dance wm Me 15-2. 15 ran. 6. M. (Traned 
tw M Pipe a wenrguni. twk £210; £ 1 60. 
£220, £220. Dual Forecast: £6.70. Com- 
puter Straight Forecast £8.78. Trio: £15.30. 
NR: Arao-jCfl 

LIS L COURT VeUXft (A P MoCoyl 
100-30; 2. Supedor Rtoh 11 B tev; 3. Bel- 
■ y*-— p— 50- L- 13 too. deb (P Nchdls, 

Shetm Mdteti. Tote £5.60; £L70. £1.40. 
£430. OF: £6.90. CSF: £6.14. Tncc £54. 70. 

L4S: L IfiSS BOWER ID Bnt^atef) 
14-1; 2. MuctaM 8-L 3. Koa 10- L 7 ran. 
7-4 fpv Urea Dan« (4m|. 5. 3. IH S Haue. 
■nwrton). To« £15.80; £3.90, £3.90. DF: 
£20 30. CSF: £9739. 


ZlSl L JAMES THE FIRST (A P MoCCpi 
7-1; 2 . Zajrra 7-2; 3. Northern SadtOer 
11-8 lav. 5 ran- l-v<. 9 iP Nicttoiis. 
Skmda Mate). Tote: £5.10; £2.40, £180. 
DF: £8.30. CSF: £26^6. 

2j45: L MONTAONARD (Mr R Thonuoni 
26-1; 2. Time For A Butt er 6-4 far. 3. Ly- 
ing Ejw 10-1. IB ran. 6. 25. tM Biadstoch. 
Newbury). Tote £3-1 JO; £880. £L50. 
fJ30. DF: £51.90. CSF: E4L30. TnwSf. 
£263.79. Trta £119.70. 

3.15: 1. BRAMBLEHILL. BUCK lA P 
McCCyi 2-1 /f-tev: 2. dear ktea 131: i ADo 
George 12-1. ID ran. 2-1 ji-fev Certain 
Angle (4ih). 5. 15. iP Ntchofts, Shepion 
MabaO. Tote £3 JO: £1.70. £2 60. £2.10. 
DF: £28.70. CSf: £32.19 Tno: £86.90. Tn 
case £297.85. 


845: L SOHRAfi ileff Hite) 9-1: 8 Aal 
El Aal 11-4: 3. Arctic Kinsman 4-9 fav. 
9 ran. 7. J. (At Pipe. IVeftrt^xii. Tote £8.70: 
£2.70. £1-10. £1.10. Df: £2850. CSF: 
£36 00. Tno. £3.50. 

Place & £372.55 Piece & £279.93. 
QuaiBxit £157.60. Pt a cdpot £633.80. 
Jackpot tw «rv A wcii of £6,034.99 is car- 
nea fomtetl io IVdvefttammon today. 

■ Folkestone does not expect 
the weather to affect today s 
card, but Bangor (tomorrow), 
Towcester (Thursday) and 
Hereford (Friday) could face 
problems if there is no thaw. 


FULL RESULTS SERVICE 

089 1 - 1 68-168 
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sport 


Netherlands face dilemma over Bergkamp’s selection 



It seems almost unthinkable, 
the Dutch without Dennis 
Bergkamp. But that is the 
dilemma eating away at coach 
Guus Hiddink ahead of tomor- 
row night’s European Champi- 
onship play-off against the 
Republic of Ireland at Anfield. 

Bergkamp, given a new lease 
of life by Arsenal after two years 
of torment in Italy, mil proba- 
bly be spared the humiliation 
and claim his place after spend- 
ing a week recuperating from an 
injured calf. 

Such is the concern about his 
form for the Netherlands that 


Bergkamp: place irder threat lions for a game which 


the issue has clouded prepara- 
ich deter- 


mines who qualifies for the fi- 
nals of Euro 96 in England 
next summer. 

While Berkamp - the world's 
most expensive footballer when 
be left Ajax for £8m -struggled 
in an Intern azionaie side that 
failed to accommodate his 
prodigious talent, he always 
produced the goods at interna- 
tional leveL Now, as the 2fryear- 
old’s dub career begins to take 
off at Highbury, he cannot score 
for a Dutch side that considers 
itself fortunate to still be in with 
a chance of qualifying. 

The doubts that haunted his 
time in Italy have now followed 
Bergkamp on to the national 


Rob Fleur reports on a possible change 
in Dutch tactics against the Republic 


stage, leaving Hiddink with his 
biggest headache since suc- 
ceeding Dick Advocaat last 
year. Bergkamp’s performances 
for the Netherlands have been 
ona downward spiral since the 
Wodd Cup in the United States, 
but so far he has been an ever- 
present in the European Cham- 
pionship campaign. 

He is included in the squad 
for tomorrow night, but will 
Hiddink do the unthinkable 
and drop the self-effacing play- 
er? Maybe a clue came m the 


last mat ch against Norway at 
home, which the Netherlands 
won 3-0 to finish second in 
Group Five. 

' Bergkamp, with just One goal 


in the qualifiers, was so inef- 
fective that he was replaced by 


Youri Mulder, who promptly 
scored. Despfte such an obvious 
show of dissatisfaction, the fed- 
ing is that Hiddink will name 
him in the starting line-up. 

There can, it seems, be no half 
measures. According to sources 
close to the Dutch camp. 


Bergkamp, with 41 caps, is not - 
a player to accept* place onthe * 
benai. Indeed, Hiddink is said 
to believe it pointless to call up 
someone of such calibre if he is 
not to play from the outset. 

Nevertheless, the worries 
nram and the manager must fig- 
ure out how to lift Bergkamp for 
a game in which his skill, could 
be a decisive factor. Hiddink ap- 
parently believes theanswer is 
to take the troubled player back 
to his glory days with Ajax and 
dot him into a familiar position^ . 

Under this scenario, Patrick 
Kluivert would play up front 
with Bergkamp constancy lurk- 
ing just behind — a relationship 


similar to the one he is enjoy- 
mg with lan Wright at AisenaL 
Because of suspensions, the 
Ajax system would also allow 
Hiddink to move inspirational 
midfielder Clarence Seedorf 
into central defence. alongside 
Danny Blind, Ronald de Boer 

would take up his usual positico 

on the right side of midfield, 
noth /Marie Overmars and 


However. Luxembourg handed 
them a lifeline by upsetting the 


Czechs and by the time 

Norway, the Netherlands - who 


Glenn Hdder, on die wings. 

The Dutch are at pains to 
stress the importance of this 
game- ThdrfEuropean dreams 
were in tatters after a 3-1 defeat 
by .the Grech Republic in 
Prague anda M loss m Belarus. 


have not missed a major tour- 
nament since 1988 - were be- 
ginning to look the part again. 

Now. wife Ajax continuing to 
cany all before diem at dub tev. 
el,th<yaredetenmncdtoinam. 
tain that improvement. Despite 
his doubts about Bergkamp,' 
Hiddink is in bullish mood. 
“Do I consider being beaten by 
the Irish? No, not at aU," he 
said, “because a country that 
succeeds twice to undo an elim- 
ination should never lose the 
qualification again." 


Conquering the 


boxer’s pain 


John Roberts, in the second pert of an 
investigation into sports psychology, 
hears how a hypnotherapist has helped 
transform the career of Steve Collins 


C armen Basilic, a rugged 
world welterweight and 
middleweight champion 
of the 1950s who numbered 
Sugar Ray Robinson among his 
conquests, was asked if it 
helped to bless himself before 
each round. “Not if you can’t 
fight,” he replied. 

Something similar might be 
said in relation to Steve Collins, 
Ireland’s World Boxing Organ- 
isation super-middleweight 
champion, who has brought a 
new dimension to applying mind 
over batter. Cbflins goes into the 
ring with a clinical hypnothera- 
pist in his corner who profess- 
es to have trained him to be able 
to control pain and bleeding. 

According to the hypnother- 
apist, Tony Quinn, this is 
achieved through “the uncon- 
scious attention response”, a 
process he says he has used to 
help hospital patients undergo 
surgery without anaesthetic. 

One volunteer was his sec- 
retary, Colette Millea, who de- 
cided to have her ears pinned 
back. “Often the people that 
you know are the hardest to 
work with,” says Quinn, a con- 
sultant to a chain of Irish 
health centres whose expertise 
in concentrating the mind has 
been sought by actors, politi- 
cians and businessmen. 

So how does the “uncon- 
scious attention response" the- 
ory work? “If I asked you to give 
me your full attention, and I'm 
talking about something you're 
not interested in, you may not 
bother giving me any attention 
at all. So I call that inattention. 
If you are studying a subject that 
you’re not really interested in, 
you can pay conscious attention, 
where you force yourself to pay 
attention, because you have to 
pay attention. 

“Then there's the third as- 
pect, which s called unconscious 
attention, where you’re so totally 
involved in the subject that 
there’s no part of you left over 
that's conscious that you're pay- 
ing attention, if that makes 
sense. It's like being so totally 
involved in a good book that you 
don't hear traffic sounds around 
you or o person speaking to you. 

“A simple example of it was 
when I was working with Dr 
Jack Gibson, who supervised 
my research with the Univer- 
sity of East Loudon. Dr Gib- 
son found that if he had to 
stitch the face of a person who 
had been in an accident, and 
they looked to him desperate- 
ly in a state of fear to do some- 
thing for them, that is a state 
of unconscious attention. 


“The person's whole mind is 
wrapped around the doctor at 

to them, ‘If you relax com- 
pletely you’re not going to feel 
it, in fact it will feel very pleas- 
ant to you, you'll actually en- 
joy it', amazingly enough it 
actually seems to take place. 

“Strictly speaking, I don’t see 
myself as a hypnotist. I don't 
control anybody’s mind. I help 
them gam control of their own 
mind, to get it to do what they 
want it to do. I'm not a med- 
ical doctor, it's very important 
to say that. I have a doctorate 
in clinical hypnotherapy and a 
masters degree in psychother- 
apy and I'm also doing a PhD 
in psychology. I also have qual- 
ifications as a PT instructor and 
in the area of nutrition. I won 
12 national titles as a body- 
builder, so I know about 
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MIND GAMES 


weight-training, and I also have 
a background in martial arts." 

Collins has given Quinn his 
undivided unconscious atten- 
tion all year after seeing him on 
a television chat show in which 
the hypnotherapist was asked 
by Wayne McCullough, the 
World Boxing Council ban- 
tamweight champion, if the 
technique could be applied to 
boxing. Since he started to 
work with Quinn, Coffins has 
won two world title fights 
against Chris Eubank and a 
third against Cornelius Carr. 

Eubank complained that 
Collins was being turned into 
a machine by Qumn and would 
not be aware of the damage in- 
flicted on him during a fight. 
“Eubank also said in a TV in- 
terview.” Quinn recalled, “that 
be thought that boxing was 85 
percent psychology and 15 per 
cent training. So to me it makes 
sense to train the mind. And I 
firmly believe that the athlete 
of the future will also be a men- 
tal athlete. 

“Basically, all I did with 
Steve was help him to use 
more of his min d to bring out 
what was already in there. You 
can't bring out what’s not in 
there. It is true, I believe, that 
someone who is mentally 


trained has an advantage, be- 
cause to a fair degree you can 
control your energy, you can 
control me pain, you can con- 
trol the bleeding. And, even 
more importantly, you can acr 
tuaify control your recovery af- 
ter the fight is over. 

“Where normally, Steve told 
me. he could have great pain 
all over and every muscle in bis 
body would acne for about 
two or three weeks afterwards, 
he was OK within an hour or 
so. He could control his own 
pain, even to the bruises and 
swellings, as we found that 
people did in the operations. 

“Before you start into an op- 
eration, you train the person 
how to control their blood 
flow. It can be amazing if the 
person starts to bleed heavily 
you can actually say to them, 
‘Stop that bleeding, and the 
person will actually stop the 
Needing. You can control much 
more of the symptoms in the 
body than most people realise, 
provided you don’t let oppos- 
ing thoughts go in there. You 
have to becoogruentallinone 
direction with the training.” 

Is there not an ethical point 
that if performance-enhanc- 
ing drugs are banned by spoils 
authorities why allow perfor- 
mance-enhancing hypnother- 
apy? 

“There’s no doubt it would 
enhance performance;” Quinn 
says, “but I don’t necessarily use 
hypnotherapy. We’ve devel- 
oped what we think is a dif- 
ferent approach- Sports people 
are all looking for an edge, and 
it’s much safer than taking any 
kind of drugs. It’s really using 
just your own mind. 

“hfy response is that if some- 
thing like that is available, 
then probably more and more 
people in the sport are going 
to use iL Some people have a 
greater ability to control pain, 
control recovery, control their 
energy, than others. It wiD still 
depend on the person's men- 
tal make-up. 

Quinn said that be and GoDins 
were attempting to limit the 
amount of damage the baser suf- 
fered, but he added; “Having 
said that, no one can guarantee 
that you’re going to win a fight 
That would be be nonsense. 
Nor could they guarantee that 
you're not going to be knocked 
out or that you re not even go- 
ing to be hurt But from my clin- 
ical experience it seems to be the 
safest way to go in there.'' 



lbny Quinn (right) working in the comer with Steve Collins 


Photograph: Allsport 


juries, would question that 
there is any safe way. Is there 
a chance that Quinn will come 
to regret his involvement in a 
brutal business? 

“Steve and I both agree that 
we’re not interested in dam- 
aging anybody. We’re only in- 


terested in getting the job 
' it that 


The anti-boxing lobby, sup- 
tbe number or re 


ported by the number of recent 
ring deaths and crippling in- 


done, and we approach i 
way. In fact he asks me to put 
in specific instructions to make 
sure that he's not particularly 
damaging anybody, that he 
just wants to win. He’s not in 
there with the attitude, Tm go- 
ing to murder this person’. 
That's genuinely true. 

“I don’t know whether 
tfae/H succeed in banning box- 
ing, because then it might go 
underground, and I think then 
it can’t be supervised, and 
maybe that’s even worse. But 
I think- it win always be with us.” 

In addition to Collins’s phys- 
ical welfare. Quinn says he 


helps the fighter focus his mind 
on any changes considered nec- 
essary to improve his booting 
technique. “If, for example, 
Steve wanted to change his 
footwork or his punching style 
I would be told exactly what was 
required and, in that stale of un- 
conscious attention, I would 
say bade to him everything that 
was going to happen. Once you 
put all that in mere it’s almost 
like a programme that the per- 
son then works from. It's a 
very quick way of learning, 
that’s the simplest way of un- 
derstanding ft.” 

There is a strong possibility 
that Collins will fight Nigel 
Benn, who holds the World 
Bating Council title. That is 
bound to be an eyeball-to-eye- 
ball affair, especiall y since Bam 
has used the services of Paul 
McKenna, the stage hypnotist. 
Imagine. Quinn in one comer 
and McKenna in the other. 


“According to Paul McKen- 
na, it would be fascinating,” 
Quinn says. “It would be good 
fun. It would be a great chal- 
lenge for Steve to fight Nigel 
Benn. He has a lot of respect 
for him.” 

Quinn added: “I was never 
involved in boxing in my life be- 
fore Steve approached me af- 
ter the TV show. I didn't know 
anything about iL If you had 
asked me about baxmg, the 
mast I could have said to you 
was, 'Oh, yes, well I think Cas- 
sius Gay was the greatest box- 
er 7 . 1 used to think he was very 
stylish and a joy to watch, but 
he’s just an example of some- 
one who transcended the 
sport.” An example, also, of 
someone who believed explic- 
itly in fas own atrility and could 
reach into the minds of oppo- 
nents with devastating effect, 
and. yet who still took too many 
damaging blows. 


Unfair slant to 
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in South Africa on 
Frklay.witii England likely to fol- 
low in May. In recent months, 
Nigeria, Colombia and Japan 
have all played at Wembley; Ro- 
mania have played in Brazil and 
the Japanese hosted Ecuador, 
Scotland and Saudi Arabia. . 

Modem jet travel has so 
shrunk the world that interna- 
tional teams are truly interna- 
tional. Yet Fifa, the game's 
go ve r ning body, remains locked 
into a regional mentality and 


tonight’s 1998 World Cnp draw 
t split it 


in Paris will again be split into 
continental groupings. 

This is unnecessary, even un- 
fair. If the 171 competing conn- 
tries were thrown, seeded, into 
the same hat, there would be no 
need of the paBtidtmgand horse- 
trading that accompanies file di- 
vision of regional spoils. Nor 
would the finals have to be in- 
flated into a grotesque 32 teams 
to accommodate the deals. 

If the groups were global, 
Africa’s well-founded claims 
for more qualifiexs could be jus- 
tified in competition - as could 
Europe’s case for pre-emi- 
nence. Some regionalisatiou 
would be sensible. The likes of 
San Marino, the Soiomau Is- 
lands and Macao could play re- 


succeeds in toppling the auto- 
cratic JoSo Havdange from 
the presidency of Fife, the sys- 
tem will charge, par now vpe are 
stuck with the old and Europe, 
in pankular,' will be a qualify- 
ing minefield. 

Back in the days of velvet 
bags, England’s draw timid be 
. predicted: Romania, Lithua- 
nia, Latvia, Albania and Azer- 
baijan - all places beyondtbe 
reach of the hooligans. Now, 
however, Fifa are not even 
; to make provision for 
the former Yugoslav 
nations apart In the week, and 
the city, that Bosnia, Crotiasnd 
Serbia (known as Yugoslavia ib 
football terras) are due to tig- 
nature peace, they may find 
themselves drawn together. . 

England, Scotland . and the 
Republic of Ireland are pooled 
m toesecond group of seeds and 
cannot play each other. Europe 
will have 14 qualifiers from 49 
entrants plus Ranee, who qual-_ 
ify as hosts. They will be divid- 
ed into nine groups, five of five 
teams and four of six. Winners 
qualify along with the best sec- 
ond-placed team. The other 
eigfat second-placed-tcams will 
be involved in two-let 
offs. It could mean 


matches to qualify. 
1 am a little bit 


Cup’s early rounds are di- 
vided into north and south sec- 
tions. Money ought -aot .be a 
problem, selling the marketing 
and television nghtsto the 2002 
competition is> expected fo re- 
alise $2bn (£I3bn). 

Maybe if Lennart Johansson 
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Warriors’ prospects improve 

Ice hockey 


Despite being moved and re- 
named, Whitley Whrriors, now 
Newcastle Warriors, have hard- 
ly had the best of starts. The 
crowds are holding up but the 
results (one win and one draw 
from 12 games) have seen the 
side rooted to the bottom of die 
table, writes Steve Pindec 
The visit of Humbeixside 
Hawks looked like another 


match to mark down as an 
away win. 

Warriors led 4-1, but they 
have been in tins position before 
and collapsed. Humberside's 
siege on Kevin Dean looted like 
the beginning of the end. But he 
held out, the tide turned and 
Warriors scored five without 
reply to lead 9-1. Newcastle 
won 11-4, and although still 
bottom they looted like a team 
who had turned the corner. 
Results, Sporting Digest, page 27 
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VMM* aswwand A N v CMeriM Twm. 
TSWBflS SCOTTISH GUP FUST ROUND 


BELL'S SCOTTISH LEAGUE DIVISION ONE 


OM VMOaWlJLCOmtENCe; WaHngvItoTV- 
tMnO0) (7.45) 

UNBOMD UEAMK PimM DMata: FlfcMey 
V MaOOCfc. 


BEA2ER HOMES IEAAUC Pmntar DMafan: 
CvnMdBB OV v Sudbuy Th; RuMn & M- 
mands v Gfcuoenw. 


Wft); VUNtotf v Ciyital Palace C.C0. Sacnad 
DMatao: Ftynouth v GanMT (20). 

PONTMS IEA8UE tint DMriaiB Deft* * 
WoAwhomptm (7j0). Sacood DMaloo: CtMtfv 
n w tan CW (7.0): Rofortion v Asian V» (TjO. 
TnH DhMoic Doncaster v Caritate (7.(0. 

Rugby Union 

CIS INSURANCE SBHE3 TOUR MATCH 
mtfu d A » W > Mum Samoa (7X1) .... .... 
ttGHMtaatfstadhm 

UMVBRSIIT MATCH: (MM *Ca*»W»(2J« 
ftK7Mftenftant). 

IMBW MTMMIIOIMl: Bigftrrt vSooftnd 
(5.0) AK Cateanamd sotfurn}. 

MM UNWBtsnYAUICII: QdOfri v Cam- 
bM8B (Harioquk) RFC 11.0). 

HamatanCup 

HEMEKEN 12MEUE FM DMMok Swansea v 
UaneH (7.0). 

CQWIYCHAlMOMSHPNortliaraQMIMtUn' 
cBtf*BvO«hre{7JS) MUttpatfSWBn* 


CU* MATOES: PanMKMl v Bb*r VatB (7J>U 
South UMes PoSco v Mounsin Am (7X0- £ 


NevtOMrt v Ooreqr; RhQ* v Hoty«ea. \ 
JWmMAHCECOMaHWnOM Fhat DM- 

Cfr(7ZJ);()PRy VIM Han (7.0) (at Honor Bw- 


Otber sports 

XABI£ TENMSc Baopean man's and 
woman* W M mibflnMK Entfond v Ganraqr 
(Has*-*). 
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Tferry \fenables, the England 
coach, said yesterday, “that 
teams would aill have to go into . 
a play-off after all that” J 
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RFU’s system of justice makes the Peoples Courts of the 
:r Soviet Socialist Republics appear models of consistency 


Ad ? an consistent over the years towards 
i pI ^ those alleging the payment of union 

3? forQam^ ..payees. Instead poor Spencer was 
bndgem tte U^ersrty match. An declared a protobfred hnmjg^TS 
Mia^n^Ieagwe P l^ eE ,befead the Union for a whole 12 months. 

. ttaned oat m aperfonctoiy _ Ptesjm^&BpunMvep^iodof 

if®® 06 su^penskm came to a premature aid 

^^?^^ WK S rte< TS[ rfe cendy. when the freTmov^i 

ofj^eis between league and union 
tale to .the was agreed. But with the RFU yon 
^ L • cannever^ be sore about these things. 

- •'-7^^y2 1 ^ n ^¥w- c ? an NnMdie It operatesakindofDFY' system of 
qoabpes of the ostnch with those of justice which makes the Peoples 

- Lord ?“ fi °^ ltca ” snn.ultanecriisly Courts of the former Soviet Sodafet 
mm aihndeye and brny its headin. Republics appear models of conss- 
the ^nd,-when it suits its purposes tency and fair 

to % performance. ■ - Consider theses of John 

. ■ ^ thip occasion^ the: RFU did 1 Gallagh er, Nigel HeSlop and Peter 
neaiber.lt mdnottell rts infonnant WHkms. afl fonner union inter- 
togjmp off Jmcenham Bri^e - the ’ nationals who turned to league and 
•poltef ‘.which .-it ^faad adopted noww^h to came back to union. lb 


begin with, the RFU indicated that 
they would be out for the whole of 
this season. Dick Best, coach for 
Gallagher's new club, Harlequins, 
hopedthe Union would settle for a 
120 -day gap. 

On Friday, however, one of its 

cr wninh tmy t ha t fi ailag l i Pir 

(together with Heslop and Williams) 
could start playing immediately and 
throughout the season in friendly 
matches but could not appear in 
league or cup matches. 

This was a quite arbitrary derision, 
yet another example ofDIY justice. 
The other home unions impose no 
such restrictions. Jonathan Davies 
could play - has played - for Cardiff 
in a Heineken League fixture. 

My feeling is, however, that 
Davies is keener to make his home 



ALAN WATKINS 


in than to play for Wiles, or for 
Cardiff. That is entirely his own busi- 
ness. Anyway it is perfectly under- 
standable. He has done everything 
except, as he says, play for the 
Lions. 


Gallagher is two years younger. 
While Davies became a great league 
plajer, he languished with Leeds. In- 
deed, he does not look like a former 
league player at ail He does not look 
tike a former All Black either. He 
looks like a normal member of the 
human race. He is taliish. quite slen- 
der still, even slightly frail by modem 
standards, with the map of Ireland all 
over his face. Both his parents were 
Irish, though he was brought up in 
south London before moving to New 
Zealand when he was 20. 

Arbitrary though the RFU’s de- 
cision was, it happily enabled him to 
turn out for Harlequins against Ross- 
lyn Park on Saturday. He successfully 
place-kicked six out of 1 1 and scored 
a try from 65 yards, though be was 
nearly caught by Tun Smithers, the 


Rosslyn Park scrum-hall He missed 
two high balls but otherwise caught 
and passed beautifully. There were 
times when I thought he was trying 
to gel rid of the ball too fast 
My impression also was that 
Quins were treating him rather as 
Cardiff did Jonathan Davies. If 
Gallagher came into the line on the 
right the ball would inevitably be 
moved left; and vice versa. If Will 
Carling and David Pears had been 
playing. I could have understood 
some resentment on their part. But 
Quins were fielding their promising, 
but second-choice, midfield. J 
should have expected Rhodri 
Davies, Glenn Harrison and Chris 
Wilkins to give Gallagher more 
chances. But maybe dial was simply 
the wav the match worked out. 


Best said afterwards that he ex- 
pected Gallagher to play for Ireland 
as a centre. Interestingly enough, the 
current Irish full-back is another 
Harlequin, Jim Staples. Though 
there were emergency arrange- 
ments for Gallagher to play Tor 
Garryowcn if he had not been able 
to turn out for Quins - arrangements 
that will presumably continue - the 
present situation is clearly un- 
satisfactory for club, country' and 
player. 

On Sunday 1 happened to be talk- 
ing to a Lord Justiee of Appeal, and 
outlined the Gallagher case to him. 
The learned judge thought that 
Gallagher, Harlequins or both could 
lake successful legal action against 
the RFU for restraint of trade. 1 
hope this is what they' now do. 
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fp^ r S:Uh^ vyiilTbe watched by 

araridrecoi^ Steve B&le reports ; 


As there is seldom anything 
rational about the rugby that is 
played in the Unfrexsity match, 
stiD less about its outcome, it is 
more or less impossible to 
rationalise why so many other- 
wise rational people should 
wish to witness, the annual 
Oxbridge ritual, • • 

Even with rugby turning pro- 
fessional -and with it a new per- 
ceived threat to two resolutely 
amateur rugby academies - 
there appears to be nothing to 
mute the roarfogsiccess or an 
institution in the . sporting 
calendar. The vegy feet that the 
newly floodlit Twickenham, now 
holding a maximum of 78,000, 
mil te almost fiiU lor th& af- 
ternoon's llWi enactment of an.' 
anrient rivahy is its cwn justi- 
fication: a. world record .far a 
dub match. • ! • 1 . V 

Yet when fte 75 owrii 3 g Bowl 
was first, put iijj.iy-ft City . . 
financial boose m i9T6 bareiy 
2DJXQ were there -aririlhatwas 
a fair improvement oath e all- 
time low of 17,000. There are 
now another 60,000, many of 
them supposedly decanting 
from the relf^ameOty,ud» wffl - 
be there to see (and doubtless - 
be seen at) the \%rsity match. 

Ours not to reason ,\vhy, and 
we can reit assured that for the 
participants ft really will be a 
case of do or die - ff not quite . 
literally. Even Steve Cottrell the 
New Zealander who withdrew . 
on ibedayofbstyear's match 
and returned to LWibridge to ■ 
to his Blue as captain, is ex- 
periencing the sensation and as 
a 28-year-old All Black trialist 
be has knocked about a bit. 

The peril; of professionalism 

rfjgaiprfp would-be. 
purenmgtherr studiesLan anti- 
mteflectual priority to which 
the City hordes about to descend 
oil ■ Twickenham wonkf surely 
subscribe. With the consequent 
reduction inlhe quality of play- 
ra would come a consequent re- - 
dnetiem iff the quality of the. 
match and a consequent fell-off 
in die interest rate. 

This, atrany rate, is tbe 


theon^thongh recent Univer- 
sity matches couM be said 
ajready to have disproved iL 
Whatev^. this year's Vhisity 
captains refuse to believe that 
the- lucrative opportunities 
rugby can how provide will re-. 
AtCe the alhire of Oxbridge. 

!.•' ^Cambridge and Oxford are 
held in such nigh regard as oni- 
versities that; even in today's 
changing environment, there 
wifl ah^ be people who want 
to oatne for the sate of their edu- 
cation and enjoy their rugby at 
the .same Cane,” Cottrell said. 
“That’s not going to change, no 
matter hcniv much money dubs 
may be paying out” 

His point is endorsed by the 
cosnopolrfan composition of 
his awn team - two New Zea- 
landers, an Australian., two 
Welshmen and an i rishman 








JF / ? • 


m 


im 



Ready to strike: 'Sometimes I try to play too much with the ball’ says Jerome Rfondet, Oxford’s French centre Photograph: Adam Scott 

Frenchman on the edge of history 


- but even better by the Dark 
BtnesVwhose erotic melange of 
fotir Srinih Af rirark, ' four frkh- 
men, two Canadians and the first 
Frenchman to play in a Uni- 
versaty match, not forgetting 
four Englishmen, .reflects the 
international status of both the 
universities and the match. 

Here, then, is an easy answer 
to the sceptics. Less easy is 
a winner, timu^i the por- 
tents are precisely the opposite 
of 1994’s when Oxford entered 
Thrickenham on a wave of 
attadringiugbyrmlytosnfierthe 
traditional lot of varsity 
favourites by losing a truly epic 
enootinter. Cambridge t»w lead 
the series 52-48. 

This year there is the direct 
comparison of the universities’ 
recent results against Western 
Samoa, (fistinctly unflattering for 
Oxford lost 47-15 as against 
Cambridge's 22-14 victory. “The 
favourites' and underdogs’ tag 
is so mething the press centre on 
Xo btzifd the match op,” Tyrone 
Howe, the Dark Hues* captain, 
said- “Nevertheless after the 
Samoan games it's inevitable 
that' Cambridge wifi go in as 
fairly firm favourites.” But no 
more inevitable than that Howe 
should say such .a. thing. 



problem with 

M9M Jerome Riondet is 
wSfiy the very thing that 
makes him an exriting 
history-maker in today’s Vtosity 
match at Twickenham - his 
Gallic flair. The Oxford Uni- 
versity centre Riondet s the first 
Frenchman to take part in the 
124-year-old fixture and as such 
is an unknown quantity. 

People who have come across 
him have described Riondet 
yarkmstyas “a character”, “mad" 
and “very talented”. It is safe to 
a<aaime he is all these things, 
which allied to his obvious ball 
Skill - he has played in a fistful 
of fixtures for France A -makes 
him unpredictable and therefore 
a danger to the Light Hues. 

Certainly his coach Lyn 
Evans is in no doubt. “He is a 


talented centre who can make 
breaks,” Evans said. “A very 
penetrative player, he has 
brought Gallic flair to the side, 
but we have to contain it at 
times because our players don't 
always react to his little antics. 
I have to balance it with some 
pragmatism anglais.” 

The man himself acknowl- 
edges the fault, if that is what 
it is, and says: “Sometimes 1 try 
to play too much with the ball, 
or send a daring pass from be- 
hind our Bne.” 

Language is less of a snag 
than might be expected. “The 
only problem I experience 
now,” explains Riondet, “is in 
defence when they are calling 
out ‘My roan’ or ‘Your man'. 
And I do tend to be,” a pause, 
a verbal Gallic shrug almost, 


David Llewellyn on 

Jerome Riondet* s 
intrusion into a very 
English institution 

“enthusiastic in certain situa- 
tions and I start shouting in 
French. But really it is no bar- 
rier now." 

Riondet arrived in England 
18 months ago. studied English 
m a school in Soho Square in 
London's West End, before 
going up to Oxford, armed with 
a degree in journalism from the 
Sorbonne in his beloved Paris. 
Grenoble-born Riondet waxes 
lyrical about the French capital. 
“I love impressionism and I love 
Paris. I love all the museums in 
Paris. It is a wonderful city. 


except at the moment because 
everyone is on strike.” 

But if it is that good, why 
come to Oxford to study for a 
diploma in Social Adminis- 
tration at Mansfield College? 
“In Oxford it is quiet. It is like 
a small city in the south of 
France. You know everybody, 
you are five minutes from every- 
where and for me to be a grad- 
uate from Oxford University will 
be amazing for me. 

“I would like to stay on for 
an extra year to study interna- 
tional relations and then I 
would like to become a foreign 
correspondent in London or 
maybe South America. - ' 

As far as making history goes 
Riondet finds the whole concept 
of the Vhrsity match and its 
traditions fairly difficult to 


Light Blues look to law centre 


Last year Stephen 
l j Cottrell got the 
\Jk J blues. A calcified 
\/ haematoma in a 
muscle robbing the talented 
centre of his first Cambridge 
Blue. But this year things are 
looking up, Cottrell is fit to play 
in the 114th University match 
for tbe Bowring Bowl; he is also 
captain, the first non-Blue to 
lead Cambridge University 
since Ian Peck back in 1979. 

New Zealander Cottrell - 
amazingly not tbe oldest man on 

the field even at 28, that hon- 
our goes to Oxford's C anad i an 
booker Kail Svobodawho is 33 
- efid DCrt come up to Cambridge 
because of the rugby- He enjoys 
the game mid even made a pre- 
liminary All Blacks World Cup 
trial last year, but h was tbe aca- 
demic kudos of a \hrsity degree 
that attracted him. 


“The chance to study for a 
masters in law at Cambridge 
University, that was the reason 
for coming,” said Cottrell, who 
bas a degree in commerce and 
law from Otago University and 
is now reading for an MPhil in 
criminology at St Edmund’s 
College. “When I got accepted 
it was too good an opportuni- 
ty to miss.” 

But the game is still impor- 
tant to Cottrell “I enjoy rugby 
over here very much,” he said. 
“There’s a lot of parallels with 
Otago University, where I’ve 
played a lot of my chib rugby. 
You've got young, talented, en- 
thusiastic guys who want to 
play an attacking game. Also the 
advantage in not being in a 
League structure is that we can 
afford to try different things.” 

Cottrell, whose New Zealand 
law degree qualifies him as 


David Llewellyn on 

Stephen Cottrell, 
the Kiwi leading the 
case for Cambridge 

both a barrister and a solicitor, 
is fairly dismissive of bis ap- 
pearance in the All Black trial. 
“I was in the first extended All 
Black training squad.” he said 
in a legally matter-of-fact court- 
room way. “but even if I had 
stayed at home 1 would never 
have been in the 35 -man squad 
last December. 

“Hopefully I've brought 
something of the All Black phi- 
losophy with me, but I haven't 
deliberately thought back to 
what we did at home and tried 
to do it here. We have two very 
experienced roaches at Cam- 
bridge in Ged Glynn and Tony 


Rodgers. As captain I run ses- 
sions how I want, but I have 
been happy to have my input 
and leave the bulk of the run- 
ning of training to Ged and 
Tbny. I'd like to think I've in- 
troduced a few ideas but it 
hasn’t been a conscious effort” 
Cottrell has had some expe- 
rience of captaincy. He led 
New Zealand Universities into 
tbe final of the Students World 
Cup, where they lost to Fiance. 
As a member of his country’s 
development squad he went 
on tour to Argentina, so he is 
no stranger to the big occasion. 

“I played in a Ranfruiv Shield 
Challenge where there was a 
crowd of maybe 30,000 or 40,000 
people,” he sakL^ “but the thought 
of pitying in from of 75,000 peo- 
ple is absolutely fantastic 
“Before 1 came up to Cam- 
bridge I had only heard a little 


grasp. “I have been reading the 
Varsity store.” explains RiondeL 
who hopes to be playing for 
Harlequins early in the new 
year, “and I am just beginning 
to realise that this is a very big 
event for England. 

“There is no equivalent uni- 
versity’ game in France or the 
world. In France the big thing 
is to play at the Parc des 
Princes, but the} 1 never stage a 
university' match there. This is 
going to be a big game for me 
but I think tbe" Thing that is 
important is not playing in the 
match but to get my degree 
from Oxford. Then maybe 
later, if I slay in England I will 
realise that people will know me 
because I got my Blue as the 
first Frenchman to play in the 
Varsitv.” 



Cottrell: AH Black philosophy 

about the Varsity match. But 
once I arrived I quickly took on 
board all the history and tradi- 
tions of the club. I am looking 
forward to it immensely; the 
build-up to it and the fact that 
this has been going on for 124 
years. There arc photos around 
the chib of the 18S5 team in the 
same sort of fight blue wc play 
in today. It is a special club and 
a special occasion. I'm delight- 
ed to be a part of iL" 


Fringe 
players’ 
chance 
to shine 


STEVE BALE 


Having dispensed with their 
Emerging Players XV, the Eng- 
land selectors have focused all 
their developmental work on 
their A side, and in some re- 
spects the team who play West- 
ern Samoa at Gateshead 
International Stadium tonight 
are reminiscent less of the Eng- 
land A sides of old than those 
who were then trying to emerge. 

As it happens, it has worked 
out neatly, with the Samoans 
fielding not a single one of the 
players chosen for last month's 
Test against Scotland. It will, 
however, be instructive to see 
whether A teams of the future 
facing the sterner challenge 
presented by Springboks. All 
Blacks or Wallabies are beefed 
up with older lags of the type 
who have served England well 
at this level in the past. 

On this occasion, the only full 
international will be Richard 
Wcsl the Gloucester lock w ho 
won his cup - against Western 
Samoa - in the World Cup. As 
for the uncapped remainder. 
England A are brimful with gen- 
uine England contenders, and 
dial has not always been the case. 

The particular fascination of 
tonight’s encounter, which is 
more or less meaningless for the 
islanders with the England 
match four days away. Ls to see 
whether .Alex King, the 2U- 
year-old student stand-off who 
has eschewed league rugby, 
can make a second step after 
successfully completing the tirsL 
from university to division. 

Not that the choice has oth- 
erwise been universally wel- 
comed. How could it be w hen 
the North have just won the Di- 
visional Championship as well 
as beating the Samoans and yet 
have only two players from 
northern clubs. Tim Stimpson 
and James Naylor, in the side? 

There are’ other A-team 
northerners - Sleighiholme. 
.Archer and Cony - who have 
gone south to make their rug- 
by fortune and that merely 
adds to the sense of frustration 
in the one pan of the country 
where representative rugby has 
a genuine regional identity. 

ENGLAND A: 1 SUnpsoa iVrtST HarKpcoK J 

sl«ghttiolro iflaihi, NGroenstock (Wasps*. 
W Gi o atmoDd (Haifequrisi. J Naylor lOmHIi. 

A King (Bn Sol uwi. A GomaruO Maps 1 . K 
Yales i Ram. P GreenH£ iGtoweaetf. D G»- 
forth (l£»*swt. G Archer iBnsw. R West 
iG1cu«S«}. M (BnsJOl i A Dtprose 'Sara- 
Cfcos. wpl), R H* i So racerts. 

WESTERN SAMOA: A Autagavala rSuunttf i: 
r Fa'atuaao iFVbcei, S Laega < SuDuitif. K 
Toiganiala iScopo 1 . F Feretl .Apiai; C 
Burnes (Unn£rs<tyi. M Vaea il.lansti: B Rei- 
dy (Mansi S( F^otntk'&i. O Matauiau iMco- 
B'ar. G Lots (Van wo*. S Lemamea iScopa'. 
M EUrtwteUe iSuDurts. caw. L Ta'ah 1 P 0 - 
lioei. S Smith iHetensulle 1 . M hmefi aians:) 
Referee: H McCartney iHaweM. 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 

184 


The number of lamps that will 
bring Twickenham, the home 
of rugby union, into the i 
floodlit age for the first time 
at the University match today, j 


SPORTING DIGEST 



tatoricah fooHnli 

NfL- tonrcaer 27 Ckmdand It San M 8 > 
28 Artaxu 25s «ama iSrt aijxtm iA. 
San r« 3 nciiscD '31 caottia Sik&'OrtMtim 
Oscaa 10 ; Oscar w 

OsMcw ip; Tamps B* 13 Gosen Bay^ 10 ft*- 
ASSUCAN fOCmULCONfBBK* 
EASIER! DWISiON 

W L r PF *A 

Mtae .5 5 0 310 287 

HmtOT Spo Kf 8 | S §H 

Naw&tfeod ..—. -6 8 0 «0 » 

»rf fats ■ it - ji n o 227 3«9 

| COmULDMSIOII 

w ,| ... i, 0 l jq 4 • 0 347 276 

JEST 1 ~" m 5 9 0 297- 301 

SSSST-::. — 4 0^2 3g 

— 1 3 11 0 


WEsmufomnw ■ ■ 
i” now rrr ~ 1 ' 1 ^ & 30& 206 

' * L3 ? o as r 282 


NftftOHAL P0OTBAU. COMFERa*a 

eastern onnsfON 

DdB ^10 4 o; 377 2SS 

PtNcWfc 9 5 o 2B3 39& 

NT aants 5 9 0 253 292 

Atatt* A 10 0 242 364 

Waatojpon-. 4 10 0 271 319 

agmaiLDnasKM 

Ohm Bey 9 .5 .0 346 2T2 

DOME -8 6 0 355 .326 

!*„•*. 8 6 O 358 321 

ry-gr , ' i 7 7 O 341 336 

TarajaBay— .-7 7 0 216 26T 

WESTBtN DIVBtON 

3m Francisco — 10 4 0 396 200 

AH ante 8 6 0 3l7 301 

S lux* 7 7 0.264 342 

ChH» ._ 6 8 0 251 288 

AM (Mesas .6 8 0 284 314 

BaMbdl 

CSJRWCTJm’^BattimaeOrtotesffl- 
Siaf shortstop, has teenramro-Sports- 
. man of the fear, by Sports Btustrated 
smgatae. bistelou Sprigs 

■ record at 2,130 oohsewwe^rio^ 
Sepserito; setSnga oewowkef 
by me end at the season. 


Basketball 

ISA; Mn HI lAOttw» 104; NwVW 118 
Smtnamitt muta losBcaon atee 

~RmmD83 VMBBBM 81: Saaamenw 110 W> 
arv-BO: tA Lates «7 Oetrai 82; PorUand 103 
Hwson 101 CS-od. 

ERSIEIM CONKRBtCE 
AHANIB MWSKR 

W t M « 

Ortsndo 16 4 M - 

NmTM. — 15 5 .750 1 

Maori —12 6 .667 3 

»iew Jersey-„_ 9 8 .500 9 

Warn 6 10 444 7 

WkNrinjtew — : A 10 M* 7 

P Me ri efeCie 3. 15 AST 12 

CENTRAL OMS0N 

CUoais JB ?/ -339 - 

AUaota —ID 10 300 7 

lutfMia..- 8 & j471 7Vz 

SHAM* ~9 : U jUO.v' 8 

CkwW- —JB 22 JQl 6*5 

DM 6 U A3 « 

MBwaofen 6 U JS3 W 

TorontD 7 14 333 30*^ 

WESTERN COWBSNCE 
MDWESXDWtSKM 


Utah 

S3fl Atfutio* 


15 5 .-750 - 

13 6 £84 VH 

11 6 .647 2*4 

■ —a 9 . v4Tl ^ 

6 12 ^33 8 

-i- 5 12 -394 W 

2 IS .100 13 


MSFICDIVBI0N 

Sa cr anent o — 13 S .722 - 

Seattle 13 6 .884 Vi 

LA lAkBt* 11 B SSO 3 

Portland- 10 9 .528 3V, 

Me— fc. A 10 .444 5 

tACaxm 7 13 .350 7 

aoMMSUs 6 13 316 7^ 

NAJioNAL CUP Fourth weld: Newcastle 
Carnes 107 Side UanchESterGoS 121 w, 
Sheffie«Sbwte71CheaerJets40.Q»rt8i- 
final «h—r Thanes Vatey i London Town; 
Cryssl Paboe v London Ifloparttt 5 ««bW w 
M anchester; Hen id HerfljaBad v 
flies D be & yed 17-24 Jantayf. 


Lustto Esptnosa,of the PrtHppnes. beat 
the Mesocan holder Manuel Medina's 
tow^theWwIdBojdngCouncdleam- 
HWdtfEItte nltri^o after a unanimous 

decision. 

. Dm* Dochety the Bnasti bantamaei^t 
champion who was the other figitar in- 
vohed when James MufttyOedn a bout 
m Qlas^n* in October, is to challenge 
Puerto Rica's Daniel Jimenez for the 
Wald Boxing Organisation super-ban- 
tam*e@« tffle on 20 Januay at 8 venue 
.to be decided. 


Cricket 

CASTLE CUP (Reel day <4 (out: BtoentfDBtekE 
Free Stale 532 far 7 and 113 tor 2: Naal 167 
ant 474 JE Sew— 131. M Marshal 99no, D 
Ckxms « K vemer 4-S3, n Bore 4-127). fi— 
State won by dd— (Eatf I— a}: 

Border 173 and 306 IP Kw»n 104. D Cuihnan 
56. 5 TSdIo 55; P AdSTB 5-128, A Dawan 4- 
25ti Western Prame 500 for 5. Vtaetem 
Pnrtnce — n by en i—lags and 21 r— s. 

Football 

Celtic are bulcing a new £Bm sand. The 
East End ^and will seat aound 12.500, 
raising the capacity to more than 
47.000. It is expected to be ready far 
the start of next season and Celtic are 
already planning to further develop the 
West sQe of tii&r guund, eventual^ irv 
creastng capeoty O around 60, 000- 
Raith Rouers wfli recehre £40.000 for 
left-beck Jason Rowbotham. who moved 
uiderfreedomaf-con&aa to Wycombe, 
on nemaoonai trtxmal mee*ig In Man- 
chestsr decided yesterday 
Ainfire have siaied the goaheeper Andy 
Rhodes from § Johnstone fa £50,000. 
He makes tvs debut mniffTt against 
Ojdebank. 


FA CARLSSBie VASE AourttHWBM ttaMr. 
North Femby Utd » Anstey Nomads; Ue Town 

v BanvA CMhenoe vWifcnnalTowm; T radon 
» Set# 7owt »«« v tomt: Feaeaoon Bew- 
ery Durham Crty v Betoer Town: Bngg Town v 
BB*W0ri Tem«; BiigEss MB Town v CW»ei 
Row; Windsor & Elc«i v Peacenwen & 
Tetseonrae; Shoe Green or digs Town v 
Ssnsraad Mhietic; Oitheaer Qtv v Thames- 
meed Town or Bremwootf: Witentae Town or 
EdguareToMi vTOuy or AMtay: Rairimn Rmis 
k Wnaertad Tour a Itengxsneu Urded; Can- 
wy island v Godesraa Ranis Town or Fu- 
ness vTauDon Town: LymK^an AFC v Tomon 
ASdette flfes » be rriayw 13 Anuwy). 


leg hockey 

BrenSH LEAO£ Premier Dfaafao (S^untagf): 
Basingaote 4 CBnffT 4; Duham 6 
2: R% 7 Sheffield 12: Newcastle U humfier- 
sce 4; Sku&i 9 MUtan Keynas 7. (Stredey?: 
CanSfl 13 Neurasde 3: Hinbeisxle 6 SouSti 
4; Notrinrtum 9 MAon Keynes 7; Snetfeld 4 
Dutvm 4. Rrmt DMeion (Sadediy): &mg- 
ham 5 MancheaerlB; ChetnsM 5 PBHey 5; 
Dunfnes 12 Tettoro 6; GuUorti 9 Soma 5: 
ldedneySBrad«iell^R(ttrB0RX9i4Btack- 
Otsn li; 9*«ton 9 Murroyfidd a (Sunday): 
Bmgwm 9 taUey 14; Badoun STeuonJ m 
Bracig>aa8 Ma ncbBsar9;Dnrtnes40ie>nfr 
ford 0: GidffiKl 12 MuiatfieU O; PatBQxnugi 
6 MtOmay 4; Sobnul 6 Swrdon 12. 


NHL: Winnipeg 1 Washing! on *5. Hr is 
landers 6 Pniiadetpma 2: Hartford 1 Onugo 
4: Erkramon 3 Anaherm 1 

EASTBM CONFERENCE 
ATLANTIC DIVISION 



W L 

T GF GAPTS 

Boridn 

.20 7 

n 

4210169 

NY Rangers 

18 S 

5 

41 111 87 

PMurinkiMn 


- 

40 109 73 

New Jersey. 

13 13 

3 

29 76 72 

TenpeBay .. 

11 12 

5 

27 79 93 

WaaJriufion 

12 13 

3 

27 76 75 

NY Wenders 

7 IS 

3 

17 SO 113 

NORTHEAST D/VtSION 



PtxtsbsrffL.. 

19 5 

3 

41 138 82 

Montreal 

13 12 

2 

28 &a 87 





Boston - 

10 13 

4 

24 92102 

Hartftwd 

10 15 

2 2? 66 87 

Ottawa 

7 If* 

1 

IS 70108 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 



CENTRAL DIVISION 



Detroit 

IS 7 

2 

3 507 84 



5 




7 

31 99 91 

St Locfc 

.—..13 12 

4 

30 77 79 

Wlwripeg 

13 13 

3 

2 102 XM 

Dallas 


6 

24 71 77 


PACffIC DIVISION 

Colorado 17 8 4 3 1S B9 

Lu Angefe* 12 11 6 30 9J 91 

iMUn - — 11 17 3 25 Si SB 

Edmonson 10 15 S 1*5 SI 111 

Vancouver 9 17 7 7 lCli no 

Calgary 5 17 6 16 66 99 


6 16 68 99 


Sen Jose -...5 20 4 Id 67 EB 

Rugby Union 

Millionaire Keith Banvell is the new OAr.- 
er of Courage Second Divoicm leaden 
Northampton. The 51 -year-old racewed 
the almost unanimous backing of mem- 
bers at an KM to buy the «:!ub for £lm. 
Thedecsro.ty661 vexes (Gone, means 
the dub. to be known m future as 
Northampton Rugby Football Cub Lim- 
ited. will now become fully protessKnal. 
Ross Cooper has been apocmieo as- 
sistant to the nnv AD Blacks coach John 
Hart Cooper was assistant to former 
New Zealand coach Laurie Maire on the 
Ail Blacks' recent tour of Itaf, and fraue 

Squash 

MAHMMA CHAUENGE (Bombay) Sam-finais 
CWMi lEngJ bl R Cites iaus' 17-16 15-5 U- 
15 5-15 15-12' P NkoI iSct'i P' S IJlwr. .Luj: 
Xf.fi 15-7 i5-n. 





jsaesfSNOEtn « tuesmjtis HBOEMBERxsaB 


‘Sports people are all looking for an edge, and it’s much safer than taking any kind 
of drugs’ Tony Quinn, hypnotherapist, on his role as mind , _ ... 

trainer to world super-middleweight boxing champion Steve Collins ™ge 2b 


FOOTBALL England coach selects prolific Newcastle centre-forward to play alongside Sh earer against Portugal tonight 

Ferdinand is 



. 

\ ? 


handed his 


» , jgfF 


chance at last 


GLENN MOORE 


The clamour has 
wjflH been answered, 
though whether by 
luck or planning is 
unclear. Now it is up 
to the player to reward bis 
backers. 

Les Ferdinand, the Newcas- 
tle United figurehead and Tbcm 
Army totem, starts an England 
match for the first time under 
Terry Venables tonight- The 
opponents at Wembley are Por- 
tugal, but it is the identity of his 
partner which is more interest- 
ing, Alan Shearer, England's 
regular centre-forward. 

With more than 40 goals be- 
tween them this season the 
pairing dearly has much to rec- 
ommend it Whether Shearer 
and Ferdinand dovetail as 
smoothly as Shearer and Sher- 
ingham, or Ferdinand and 
Beardsley, remains to be seen. 

Venables' decision to {nit the 
Premiership’s leading scorers in 
tandem may have much to do 
with Teddy Sheringham’s injury 
but it was by no means bis only 
option. Peter Beardsley or Nick 
Barmby could have played in 
Sherin gham ’s linking role and 


Venables insisted be had always 
intended to play the two 
Geordie heroes, one born and 
one adopted, together at some 
point. 

Ferdinand has been in nine 
of Venables’ squads but played 
only nine minutes, when he re- 
placed Shearer as substitute 
against the United States in Sep- 
tember last year. That was the 
last time Shearer scored for 
England, yet be has only missed 
one of the 10 matches since. 

*T was particularly pleased 
with Alan’s performance in the 
last game,” said Venables, re- 
ferring to the 3-1 win over 
Switzerland. “I thought he 
played very welL I have got no 
qualms about Alan whatsoever 
and I think - 1 have proved that 
in my selections. He has played 
fairly consistently. 

“Les has been dose for a long 
time and now his chance has 
come. He wiD be under pressure 
but players have got to be able 
to deal with pressure. There wiD 
be pressure during the Euro- 
pean Championships. You have 
got to take whatever comes 


my chance has gone”, but yes- 
terday he reflected, “I said that 
in the heat of the moment. It 


was disappointing to turn up so 

often and not get involved. In 


most countries when they set a 
olaver scoring a lot of goals he 


your way. 

Ferdinand walked out of 


Wembley after the Switzerland 
match with the words. “I think 


Irish lose Staunton 


Jack Charlton’s options for the 
Republic of Ireland's European 
Championship play-off against 
the Netherlands were further 
reduced yesterday when Steve 
Staunton withdrew from 
tomorrow night’s match at 
Anfield, writes Guy Hodgson. 

The Aston VOla midfielder 
pulled a hamstring in a practice 
game against Wrexham yester- 
day morning and has no chance 
ofbeing fit “It’s the reason we 
had die match,” said Charlton, 
the Irish manager, who is 
already without Roy Keane and 
Niall Quinn. “We had to make 
sure that people who had not 


played so much this season 
would be right for Wednes- 
day.” 

Quinn’s place will be taken by 
Tbny Cascarino, who since his 
move to French football with 
Marseille is feeling “fitter, faster 
and more confident with my 
touch”. 

The Dutch have been rein- 
forced by the return to fitness 
of Dennis Bergkamp. The 
Arsenal striker has been 
suffering from an injured calf, 
but a week in the Netherlands 
has proved recuperative. 

Selection dilemma over 
Bergkamp, page 26 


player scoring a lot of goals he 
gets in the side. 

“I am sure we can work well 
together but I would Ike more 
than one game. Other people 
have more than one game to 
have a crack at it but I may not 
get it.” 

Ferdinand's fears appeared to 
be confirmed when Venables, 
pressed on that point, said: 
“We have only got one match. 
This is it and this is his oppor- 
tunity. That is what competition 
for places is all about." 

The pair wflJ play as “con- 
ventional” strikers though Ven- 
ables will encourage them to 
“use the width and depth of the 
field”. 

There is a danger that the 
two, who have not played to- 
gether, will find themselves tak- 
ing np the same positions. But 
both have prospered as part of 
a twin strikeforoe: Shearer has 
done so with Mike Newell at 
Blackburn this season, Ferdi- 
nand did so with Kevin Gallen 
at QPR last season. 

Venables will name the rest 
of his side today, a series of in- 
juries to midfield personnel 
having delayed his selection. 
The choice of twin strikers en- 
forces a change in his recent 
polky of playing two wide men. 
With Steve Stone a near-certain 
starter this means Steve McMa- 
naman is likely to step down. 

TWo games ago such a move 
was unthinkable, McManaman 
having been hailed after his per- 
formance against Colombia. 
But he disappointed against 
Norway and Switzerland and 
Stone is now flavour-of-the- 
month. The level-beaded For- 
est winger will no doubt, have 
noted how quickly fortunes 
change. 


THE INDEPENDENT CROSSWORD 
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By Adred 


Monday's Solution 



UEJUUULDU HQQBHHB 
QQDIDE1QI16 
0QHDM QQOQHEJUDJE 

□ unnuanR 

HDBEUQnCjQ BQHQL] 

□ hi □ m a 

□qohii] nEcsannuB 

q b 0 □ 0 □ 

□□tlHDQUina UBMEEd 

□ □ b me 
□nsmu uraHcnanuu 
[ J E B □ H CJ H D 
tlHDQBSCIHCj UQHDEU 

a a a h b □ b u 

UEHIBOBB BBEIEIUBB 



ACROSS 

I Union helper could be 
found amid debris (10) 

6 Mark senior’s about a hun- 
dred and one (4) 

10 Composer boor shakes with 
racket (7) 

II Crowd accepts a pound for 
weapon (7) 

12 Record one’s hysterical 
mirth seeing old calculator? 

(?) 

13 Ointment to give a lifeline 
to about 50 (5) 

14 Extract money from maid- 
en joining weird cult (5) 

15 Teacher’s pointed condem- 
nation of pupil? (&3) 

17 Concierge is one concerned 
about misuse of teak (9) 

20 Broadcasting in a state of 
ecstasy (Z3) 

21 There's nothing like one's 
fertile place (5) 


23 Is familiar with calm report- 
ing which saves abit of 


ing which saves a bit of 
face? (4-5) 

25 Experienced person’s cards 
already played? (3,4) 

26 Open-handed treatment in 
big ship £7) 

27 Long hair reported to prin- 
cipal (4) 

28 Tm for a boy, a learner, be- 
ing dispassionate (10) 


5 Tb be active before one in 
pub is cruel (7) 

7 About to use rod and bas- 
ket (5) 

8 Embarrassed to scatter veg- 


etable (3.6) 

9 Mender or broken bones in 
Trojan war? ( 7Z5) 

14 One reptile, large, kept by 
2000 men as epitome of 
universe (9) 

16 After church one male re- 
formed, one well known for 
change (9) 

18 We’re united by this as all 
animals ? (7) 

19 Determine to fiod a differ- 
ent answer? (7) 

22 Irishman going round Ger- 
many in US vehicle (5) 

24 A hold-up in renegotiation 
of lease (5) 


DOWN 

1 Leaderless rabble could be 
causing this? (5) 

2 Abnormal Irish artist’s 
weapon must be turned 
down (9) 

3 Leader tests out person 
who is distinguished politi- 
cally (5,9) 

4 Made official record of very 
small diamonds (7) 
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Terry Venables, the England coach, discusses tactics with Stuart Pearce (left) and Steve Stone at Bisham yesterday Photograph: Peter Jay 


Wolves smooth McGhee’s path 


Mark McGhee could be 
installed as the new manager at 
Molineux within the next 48 
hours after Endsleigh League 
rivals Wolves and Leicester 
were reportedly trying to reach 
a financial settlement 
Solicitors for both dubs were 
seeking common ground for a 
compensation payment which 
would soften the latest blow for 
Leicester after the loss of a 
second manager in a year. ■ 
Brian Little resigned for 
“personal reasons” last No- 
vember and shortly afterwards 
joined Aston Villa, who even- 
tually agreed an out-of-court 


settlement with the Filbert 
Street dub. 

Chairman Martin George 
had originally asked Villa for 
£1.5 million for Little, but tbe 
eventual figure was never made 
public. • ‘ 

. McGhee left Reading for 
Leicester last December, and 
was on course to give the dub 
a Premiership return until his 
walk-ont last week after spec- 
ulation linking him with 'the 
vacancy at Wolves. 

-George says be has rejected 
the resignation, but the likes of 
Mike Walker, Trevor Francis, 
Lenme Lawrence and Russell 


Osman are already being linked 
with the Leicester job. 

Manchester United’s big 
guns are on the way back, 
meanwhile, with two of Satur- 
day’s missing six set to face 
Celtic in Paul McStay*s sell-out 
testimonial in Glasgow tomor- 
row night_ 

Goalkeeper Peter Scfame- 
ichel has recovered from 
surgery on his inflamed elbow 
and Ryan-Giggs should be fit 
after missing the last two Pre- 
miership games with an ankle 
injuiy. : 

Gary PaSister is having treat- 
ment to his back injury, Roy 


Keane is still not ready to play, 
Denis Irwin is with the Repub- 
lic of Ireland and Nicky Butt is 
suspended, but manager Alex 
Ferguson is taking all available 
first team membere to Glasgow. 

The United boss is hoping to 
use foe game as preparation for 
Sunday’s dash with Liverpool at 
Anfield and expects a compet- 
itive match. 

“It’ll be pasionate, because 
they are Scottishrand theyTIbiS 
trying like, nothing on earth to 
beat us,”: said Ferguson. “Bat 
th at is nothing ntm-Snal. It is a 
game between two great dubs 
and, hopefully, it will be a 


really good night. Ferguson 
added: “Paul has been a great 
servant to Celtic. He's been a 
fabulous player for them, and 
1 hope we can make it a really 
good night for him.” 

■ Celtic .manager-' Tommy 


“It's good to see k placer like I ^ 
Paul getting his just reward | 
because he was at the dub £ -j ' 
when it went through a barren 
spell and I feel he is the better 
for it, both as a man and as a 
football player,” said Burns. ~ 
“Over the' last couple of 
months he has gone from 
strength to strength.” 


Strachan’s advice sends Whelan to Coventry 


NICK DUXBURY 


Nod Whelan can thank Gordon 
I Strachan for yesterday’s £2m 
move from Leeds United to 
Coventry CSly. Ron Atkinson, 
the City manager, paid out a 
dob record fee for the England 
Under-21 striker on the advice 
of Strachan, the former Leeds' 
midfielder who is now No 2 at 
Highfield Road. 

“It is no secret he is a veiy 
good player, but when Gordon 
joined us he spoke glowingly 
about the player ” said Atkin- 


son, who is looking to spend a 
further £3m on the Crystal 
Palace defender Chris Coleman. 
“In fact be said that if there was 


player we should get if we 
ably could, it was Noel 


possibly could, it was Noel 
Whelan. I tried to get him pre- 
season and then again when we 
played at Leeds a few weeks 
ago. 1 must admit I was sur- 


but they have laid out some 
money to buy in players.” 
Whelan is likely to make his 
debut alongside Dion Dublin 
against Aston Villa on Saturday. 
The Nottingham Forest 


winger Ian Woan has agreed to 
sign a new contract after mak- 
ing his peace with manager 
Frank Clark. 

Woan, who was dropped by 
Clark for Sunday’s game with 
Aston VOla after criticising the 
chib’s contract offer and writ- 
ing off Forest’s Uefa Cup 
hopes, will sign a four-year 
deal within the next few days. 

*Tm delighted at the way 
things have turned out,” Dark 
said. “Ian and I sat down and 
sorted oat the football side of 
things and then came to an 
agreement over the oontract 


The matter is over as far as Pm 
concerned. Dropping him was 
punishment enough.” ■ 
Sheffield Wednesday’s £4m 
signing of the Red Star Belgrade 
duo Darico Kovacevic and De- 
jan Stefanovic has been given 
the go-ahead by the Depart- 
ment of Employment 
Wednesday yesterday an- 
nounced that worit permits had 
been granted - seven weeks af- 
ter a deal between the chibs had 
been agreed. The pair, who are 
both 21 and Yugoslavian in- 
ternationals, are due at Hills- 
borough on Thursday and will 


watch the match against Leeds 
on Saturday. 

Birmingham have withdrawn 
from a deal to sign Barcelona 
midfielder Ronnie Ekelund af- 
ter failing to agree terms with 
the Danish international 

The Queen's Park Rangers 
unsettled midfielder Ned Zel- 
ic has joined Eintracht Frank- 
furt in a loan move that could 
lead to a permanent transfer. 
Alan Thompson has been ruled 
out of Bolton’s plans until Feb- 
ruary after becoming the third 
player at the dub to require a 
hernia operation. 




England A call for ball inspection 


Cricket 


England A 199 and 62-2 
Pakistan A 300 


England As management asked 
umpires Iftikhar Malik and 
Feroz Butt to inspect tbe match 
ball last night after Pakistan A 
reduced their side to 62 for 2 in 
the third Test at Peshawar. 

Shahid Nazir, who removed 
Nick Knight in a dangerous 
spell, has swung the ball far 
more than England's quick 
bowieis, but that a probably be- 
cause he is a more natural 
swing bowler than either Dean 
Hedley or Ed Giddxns. 

England A h eghi the final rtay 
of the threesmatdh series, which 
they lead 1-0, 39 runs behind 
and with a nervy session or two 
to see out before they can be 
sure of die draw that would start 

victory celebrations. 

The delegation which visited 


the umpires’ room after close of 
play - captain Hussain, cricket 
manager John Emburey and 
tour manager Mike Vockrns — 
were also seeking clarification on 
how the officials are polking the 
problem of shadows across the 
pitch thrown by dose fielders 
late in the day. Nightwatchman 
Ian Salisbury was caught at 
short leg by a ball from off-spin- 
ner Akram Raza winch pitched 
right in tbe area of shadow 
caused by that same fielder. 

But it is the ball enquiry 
which is potentially controver- 
sial in a series which has so far 
been free of the sort of wran- 
gles which have plagued recent 
England-Pakistan contests. On 
what is the first tour here since 
the infamous 1987 trip it can 
only inflame Pakistani sensibil- 


ity dm question were asked the 
first time England A have been 
under any sort of pressure. 

The umpires reported later 
that there were no problems 
with tbe ball, a verdict whkh was 
apparently accepted by fee Eng- 
land A management, although 
they did not wish to comm ent 
officially on the incident. 

Yesterday Asif Mujtaba, tbe 
Pakistan A captain, took his 
outstanding mnings to an un- 
beaten 147 as fee home team 
batted on to 300 all oat, a lead 
of 101. After an opening stand 
of 56, Nazir followed up his 
first mnings 6 for. 64 by having 
Knight Ibw for 15. When Sal- 
isbury felL, Shaun Udal was sent 
in as a second nightwatchman 
to join Jason Gallian, unde- 
feated on 41 


Fourth dL . 

Bxfimai A Rntt tanl ng i - 199 CO P Os8er 
68, N V Knjtfft 55: Shabifl Nazir 6-641. 
PAKISTAN A - Ftet lm*«t 
(0«nWC207for6] . . 

*Astf Mqfrite not out 147 

Noam Ran bGWcfirt & — .40 

Salman Fez* c OWJer b GkkUns S 

Attar late e LUai b GMtftis — 19 

ShatW Nazir c Piper b Naadley 4 

Extra* 096, Mi, nOlffl 33 

Total (U1A ©**•) 300 

ftfc 1-J. 2-1, 3-1. 4-22. 5-97, 6-1 12. 7- 
2S0, 8-258,9-285. 

BnaAe: Header 46-8-10945; GUdka 39.4- 
5-104-5; safabuy 60-28-0; Udaf 12-2-31- 
0; GsBen 90-11-0. 

BIGLAND A - Second InittBC* 

riVKrttfs&wt) Nazir 35 

J E R QeSan not out 42 

l D K SNUuy e Jared Sant b Roza 2 

S D Uflal rxx out 1 

Etta* QXL tol) 2 

Total ftar 2 , 34.4 OHnJ 62 

Pafc 1-56, 2-61. 

To Mr Hunatn, J C toofey. D P Qatar, 
AMcSratti. tKJ Ptaer. 0 W Henflay. ES H 

BowOn£ Attar Lata 6-0-26-0; Shahid Nattr 
1L4-4-22-1; ShacM Anwar 2-1-3-0; Atawn 
Raza 509-1. 

Un ^ita aat ffintfar MaBcanfl Fang Butt. 
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Top rider’s 
pot arrest 
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Equestrianism 
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Australia crash Sri tanka, page 25 
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A f ive-a-side football team. And their coach. 


The American Bruce Davidson; . 
one of the worirf s top tbree-daul 
event riders, was arrested in 
AiJddairiyeSeidwand charged 
with possession of cannabis. 

Police arrested the 55-yeai- 
old Davidson, who won Bad- 
minton in May, at Auckland 
International Airport after hb& 
fer dogs singled him onL 
Davidson appeared in tbe 
Otahuhu District Court later in 
the day charged with possession . 
of cannabis, a police statement 
said. He was bailed to reappear 
in court next week: 

A fonner Olympic team gold 
and silver medallist, Davidson 
was wadd champion in 1974 and 
78 and was the world's top- 

ranked rider in 1993. He was m 
Auckland for the Puhinui three- 
day event this weekend 


I , 

. ^ *.• . 
•'al, :**' 



And their coach. 


Per mo« information on the Hqet send this coupon 
» Dafotsu (nfcrmjoon Serww, FREEPOST 506, Sandwich, 
Kent CTT3 Or Freephone 0800 521 700. 
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A surprising number of people need to carry a surprising number of 
people. (Judging from the popularity of our new Hijet people carrier that is.) 

It has six seats, five doors (two of them sliding) and twin sunroofs. 

But perhaps the most surprising number of all is its price. Just £7,995. 
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.!KK IF UNDER IRQ 


CURRENT vElKtf J40DEL 


Inc. 

# v iM/tio.OOO mli« wa r imm , 


THE -SIX- SEAT HIJET 


EACH VEMClE OF THIS MODEL IS A MSSENGEft CONVERSKW OF A HlIET R£GSTERH> AS A COMMERCIAL VEHICIE. PRICE CORRECT AT TIME Of GOING TO PRESS MQDOES VATBUT EXCLUDES DHJVERY ARD NUMBER FIAPES AT £425 (INC. VU). RQAO 
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